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[bookmark: _GoBack]Matthew 23: 1-12
	Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not practice what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the place of honor at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father – the one in heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble themselves will be exalted.”1
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Following Jesus by looking for teachers outside the classroom
	We’ve all had teachers… elementary school teachers, middle school teachers, high school teachers, Sunday school teachers, college professors, tutors, advisors, coaches… some were better than others. 
 As we heard in Matthew, Jesus verifies to the crowd and the disciples that the scribes and Pharisees teach; however, the issue at hand is not what they teach but that they are more interested in having their devotion and obedience to God seen by others. Jesus warns the disciples to do what they say, but not what they do… for they don’t practice what they teach. They may teach according to the law, but setting themselves above others is not what God commands. 1
As I was preparing for this homily, I wondered… what are the characteristics of a “good” teacher? So, I did what most people would do today and I Googled it… and here’s what I came up with… 
Characteristics of a good teacher include, but are not limited to… having self confidence, being prepared, having great listening skills, being able to motivate, is fair, has a sense of humor, communicates well, is passionate & compassionate, has high expectations for students, is a leader, a friend, a disciplinarian, is able to admit to one’s own mistakes, has an eye for detail, is respectful, forgiving… well, you get the idea… and when they are “simmered together, stirred lovingly, and warmed to perfection it results in a nurturing teacher who understands the importance of caring for their students and impacts student achievement.”2 Wow! Doesn’t sound much like the teachings of the scribes and Pharisees, does it?	 
Take a moment… think back… Is there a teacher that you had that stands out in your mind?..... Maybe it was that kindergarten teacher who taught you that the color of her skin was brown… not black. Or maybe it was a basketball coach or a youth director that touched your life in such a way that helped you come to know Christ as your Savior and Lord… 
Now there’s a teacher! Jesus Christ…. But Jesus doesn’t fit the conventional definition of a teacher. He didn’t have an advanced degree. There was no classroom, no supervisor, and no formal divinity degree. “It wasn’t his wealth or size or physical ability that people noticed. Jesus didn’t even have a permanent home.”3 But he sure did possess a lot of those characteristics… and most of all, it was “his unceasing love and abounding courage that turned heads and stirred emotions.”3 And of course there was the defying miracle or two… but his presence was unmistakable3… and is still unmistakable today… or is it?
Where do you see Christ teaching today? He’s still working outside the classroom whether you see him or not. In the book On Our Way, it talks about “keeping our heads up and our eyes wide open so that we can see the grandeur of God flaming out from every seed and stone, and the image of God shining in every human face.” 4 This image of God… What does that look like? Are we too busy to stop and smell the roses or the freshly mown lawn? Are we turning our backs on one another and a blind eye toward the world? Are we too self-centered or self-absorbed to allow Christ in to wash us in mercy, giving us new eyes… “Eyes open to wonder. Eyes filled with compassion. Eyes to see God in unexpected places and unlikely people…”4  “He is the guy rifling through the dumpster, the woman on the bus with her three children, the young gay man disowned by his parents, the veteran crippled by invisible wounds,”4 the patient with cancer, our professor, our colleague, our roommate, our friend… Do we see him?... Are our eyes and our hearts open to seeing the face of God in every human being? Do we not trust God’s good intention for us? Maybe we are to be Christ for someone else. Can you feel the unmistakable teaching presence around you in your everyday life? Look for it. Open your heart and your eyes and allow yourself to be transformed by Christ’s teachings of today. See the grace that has been given to us. It’s not something we earn but rather receive… through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus. 
And how will you respond? How does this teaching provoke you to action, anger, sadness, frustration, or perhaps awe? Ask yourself… are you moving toward Jesus, or turning away? 
Go on your way… Humble yourself and know that it’s not what you do but rather the way you do it because you follow Christ. “Be present, be available, and be attentive. In certain moments, perhaps when you least expect it, he will be calling you to act or to choose.”3  Amen.










References
1. Lutheran Study Bible: New Revised Standard Version (2009). Minneapolis: Augsburg Fortress.
2. www.usca.edu/essays/vol102004/thompson.pdf
3. http://www.crosswalk.com/who-is-jesus/1381130/
4. Bass, D.C. & Briehl, S.R. (Eds.) (2010). On Our Way: Christian practices for living a whole life. Nashville: Upper Room Books.



