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I will bring you into the fire; I will refine you like silver and test you like gold. You will call on my name and I will answer you; I will say, you are my people, and you will say, you are my God.

On a fall morning, much like today, I sat on the south side of the Chapel  -- being a good Lutheran, that is a creature of habit, I generally sit on the north side as you see my colleagues gathered today.  A banner, only visible from the seating on the south-side, was prominently displayed with the scripture you have just heard.  Either my sense of physical displacement or my unfamiliarity with this particular old testament directive meant that I pondered this scripture for quite some time.    

A couple of months later I spoke with a member of the Chorale.  I remembered that when she came to college she felt a powerful call to become a music teacher. She told me that she had sat in the Chapel one day during Morning Prayer and had noticed a particular banner that had seemed as if it were speaking directly to her.  And, she confided that her initial time in college had caused her to question this call of which she had felt so certain..  She shared that these words from Zechariah had been the impetus behind a new examination of her calling and had begun a process of re-energizing her goal to become a teacher.  

This week we consider the statement “discerning God’s call......a real calling energizes us to give ourselves away.”  I had not thought about the Zechariah text in several years, but as I pondered this theme, the scripture and the memory of my former student, now a successful teacher, leapt into my mind.  I have not spoken with her about this conversation shared many years ago, but I realized that her example was a profound one:  an individual who sought a deep sense of calling,  became energized in the sense of answering God’s call and continues, I’m certain, to dedicate herself to this vocation.

How does one discern true calling?

I will bring you into the fire;

 I will refine you like silver and test you like gold.
This process of being refined could be called discernment.  I think the reason why I like this language found in Zechariah is that the kind of discernment described in this passage tells us that we must subject ourselves to God’s discipline.  Our modern world is so crowded with external voices that it has become increasingly difficult to find enough silence to hear the voice of God.   How can we find even a moment of silent reflection in the electronic age?  I will admit that I love the newest electronic gadget as much as the next person.  I believe I have exercised great restraint because I have patiently waited for Apple to deliver the second generation of the IPad.  But, seriously, each of us must consider the ways in which we allow enough silence that somehow, God’s voice can be heard.  I am grateful for this chapel, a space in which even sitting a few minutes before a service or rehearsal has often left a sense of connection to that still, small voice offering words of direction or comfort.  As my story indicated, even a few brief moments of interaction with scripture can significantly alter our journey – we must allow ourselves moments for God to refine and re-work our thoughts and actions.

How are we energized in realizing that calling?



You will call on my name and I will answer you

God knows each of us eternally.  This fact is underlined by Jennifer Grant Haworth’s essay, “Discerning God’s Call,” in our study volume, “On our Way.”  

“As people of faith, we believe that when God knit us together in our mother’s womb, God had more than work in mind for us.  Calling us each by name, God longs for us to live fully into our vocations.”

As pointed out by Ms. Haworth, this truth is echoed throughout scripture.  Isaiah 49 says:  “the Lord called me from the womb, from the body of my mother God called my name.”
Part of the journey of vocation is to see how God calls you to your particular work; God names you even while you are in the womb.  Our earthly parents name us for the days that we are to walk this earth, but God names us eternally.  Many of you are aware that my mother passed away in August.   I miss my Mom, and as I reflect daily upon the fact that she is no longer present on this earth I still feel the sharp pang of loss.  Along the path of grief we are also, blessedly, given moments of comfort:  my mother carried me in her womb and brought me into this world, God knows me and has named me for eternity.  If we answer this naming or call, God brings us to an even deeper sense of understanding; this understanding energizes our call.  The more we say “yes” when we are called and named by God, the greater this ‘yes’ becomes a powerful source of energy.

How can we  "…give ourselves away."



I will say, you are my people, 

and you will say, you are my God.

Bruce Feiler in his bestselling book “Abraham,” asserts that: “if we can learn anything from the early life of Abraham it is this: God is listening when humans cry.”  When God calls Abraham in Genesis he tells him that he must leave his native land.  Eacof us who answers a deep sense of God’s call must leave our native land.  When we leave our place of comfort, we open ourselves up to a continual sense of dialogue with God.  The promise of Zechariah tells us that we must continually answer God’s naming by responding, “you are my God.”  Abraham’s action, based on God’s call, says, “you are my God.”  We can do the same thing.  We seek the understanding of God’s call by knowing that this path is not a straight line.  By first allowing ourselves to be refined and molded as God commands, we find energy in answering God’s call and are given the opportunity to live this call in a spirit of affirmation.

Teach us, ,O God,to look upon our lives and abilities as your gifts, so that we may trust in the divine call that you have given.
Amen.

