Aims and Activities
of the Project

The overall aims of “The Child in
Religion and Ethics” project are to
deepen our commitment to children,
to strengthen theological under-
standings of them, and to promote
research on "the child" in all areas of
theology, ethics, and religious
studies.

The project seeks to fulfill its aims by
publishing two foundational
theological volumes on children and
childhood and by helping scholars in
all areas of ethics, theology, and
religious studies develop under-
graduate and graduate courses on
children and childhood.

We hope that the project's activities
will enable theologians, ethicists,
and scholars of religion to contribute
more effectively to contemporary
discourse on children within
religious communities, the academy,
and the public realm.

Our Hope

We hope that "The Child in Religion and
Ethics" project will help establish
reflection on children as a legitimate area
of inquiry within theology and religious
studies.

We also hope that all project activities will
help build up religiously informed under-
standings of children that include attention
not only to their vulnerabilities and needs
but also to the strengths and gifts that they
bring to families and communities.

We hope, above all, that the project can
help all who participate in its activities
or use its resources to deepen their
commitment to children in their midst
and throughout the world.

Contact Information
Director: Prof. Dr. Marcia J. Bunge
Christ College—Mueller Hall
1300 Chapel Drive
Valparaiso University
Valparaiso, Indiana 46383 / United States
Phone: 219-464-5051
Email: Child.Project@valpo.edu

Web: www.childreligionethics.org
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1 The Child in the Bible

The project’s first volume is a
collection of essays written by biblical
scholars who explore themes of
children and childhood in selected
biblical texts. By using the "lens" of
"the child," this volume offers fresh
insights into the Bible and provides a
necessary foundation for serious
theological and ethical reflection on
children and our obligations to them.

Contributors include:

Reidar Aasgaard
University of Oslo

David L. Bartlett
Yale Divinity School

William P. Brown
Columbia Theological Seminary

Walter Brueggemann
Columbia Theological Seminary

John T. Carroll
Union-PSCE at Charlotte

Terence E. Fretheim
Luther Seminary

Beverly Roberts Gaventa
Princeton Theological Seminary

Joel B. Green
Fuller Theological Seminary

Judith M. Gundry-Volf
Yale Divinity School

Forthcoming 2008.
Eerdmans Publishing Company
(Grand Rapids, Michigan).

Jacqueline E. Lapsley
Princeton Theological Seminary

Margaret Y. MacDonald
St Francis Xavier University

Claire R. Mathews McGinnis
Loyola College in Maryland

Patrick D. Miller
Princeton Theological Seminary

Brent A. Strawn
Emory University

Marianne Meye Thompson
Fuller Theological Seminary

W. Sibley Towner

Union Theological Seminary
and Presbyterian School

of Christian Education

Keith J. White
Spurgeon’s College, England

Children, Community, and
Faith: Jewish, Christian

and Muslim Perspectives

The project’s second volume is a collection
of essays written by theologians and ethi-
cists on views of children and obligations to
them in Judaism, Christianity and Islam.

The book is divided into two parts: 1) cen-
tral beliefs and practices regarding children
in each tradition; and 2) selected contempo-
rary ethical issues. Each part includes chap-
ters written by contributors from diverse
strands within each particular faith tradition,
and the book as a whole represents a range
of conservative and progressive religious

perspectives.

Contributors include:

Don Browning
University of Chicago Divinity
School

Marcia J. Bunge
Valparaiso University

Pamela D. Couture
Saint Paul School of Theology

Annemie Dillen
Katholieke Universiteit Leuven

Elliot N. Dorff
American Jewish University

Farid Esack
Xavier University

Sylvia Barack Fishman
Brandeis University

Keith Graber Miller
Goshen College

Marcia Hermansen
Loyola University Chicago

Zayn Kassam
Pomona College

Forthcoming 2008

Bonnie Miller-McLemore
Vanderbilt University
Divinity School

Ebrahim Moosa
Duke University

Lily Zakiyah Munir
Center for Pesantren & Democracy Studies

Rabbi Sandy Eisenberg Sasso
Congregation Beth-El Zedeck

Nelly Van Doorn-Harder
Valparaiso University

John Wall
Rutgers University

William Werpehowski
Villanova University

Sondra Ely Wheeler
Wesley Theological Seminary

Laurie Zoloth
Northwestern University

3 Developing Courses

The project also aims to help scholars
in all areas of theology, ethics, and
religious studies to develop under-
graduate and graduate courses on
children and childhood. Our website
furthers this particular goal by
providing information about current
books and research and by gathering
examples of course syllabi taught by
scholars around the world.

How You Can Participate

If you have taught a course on children
or childhood in any area of theology,
ethics, or religious studies, then please
submit a copy of the syllabus for
possible inclusion in this website. We
also appreciate receiving information
about additional resources for our
website, such as bibliographies, web-
site links, or future programs, work-
shops, and conferences.

Please visit our website and e-mail
your course syllabus and additional
resources to Child.Project@valpo.edu.

WWW. childreligionethics.org
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