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Fall 2007



JBU Campus: October 8-12


Professor: Holly Allen, PhD                                           


Office: Walker 210

Phone: (W) 524-7298


Email: HAllen@jbu.edu
Mission of John Brown University:
"to provide Christ-centered higher education which contributes dynamically to the intellectual, spiritual, and occupational effectiveness of the men and women in God-honoring living and service.

Course Description:

This course explores current definitions of children’s spirituality, examines biblical and theological foundations 
of children’s spirituality, and critiques four current theories on children’s spiritual development. It also compares/ contrasts Christian education and spiritual formation and analyzes emerging research focusing on children’s spirituality. Most importantly, it explores a variety of ways to nurture spiritual development in children. 

Objectives: 

Students who take this course will be able to:

1. Articulate a coherent, cohesive definition of children’s spirituality.

2. Offer biblical and theological support for the idea that children are spiritual beings. 

3. Explain four current approaches/theories regarding the phenomenon of children’s spirituality.

4. Analyze data from children’s interviews for insights into their spiritual lives.

5. Identify and describe at least seven ways to promote, nurture, or enhance spiritual development in children.

Required Textbooks:

- Beckwith, I. (2004). Postmodern children’s ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

- Hay, D., with Nye, R. (2006). The spirit of the child (Rev. ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.

- Ratcliff, D. (Ed.). (2004). Children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives, research, and 
applications. Eugene, 
OR: Cascade Books.

- Stonehouse, C. (1998). Joining children on the spiritual journey: Nurturing a life of faith. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker Books.

In addition, short reading selections from the following sources will be posted on Blackboard.

- Allen, H. C. (2002).Children and tbe kingdom. In A qualitative study exploring the similarities and differences of the spirituality of children in intergenerational and non-intergenerational Christian contexts. (Doctoral dissertation, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, La Mirada, CA, 2002).

- Allen, H. C. (Ed.). (2008, in press). Nurturing children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives and best practices. Eugene, OR: Cascade. (Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 21, 22) 

- Fawcett, C. (2001). Understanding people: Ministry to all stages of life. Wheaton, IL: Evangelical Training Association. 

- Plueddemann, J. E. (1995). The power of Piaget. In Wilhoit & Dettoni (Eds.) Nurture that is Christian: Developmental perspectives on Christian Education. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker.

- Roehlkepartain, E.C., King, P. E., Wagener, L., & Benson, P. L. (Eds.). (2005). The handbook of spiritual development in childhood and adolescence. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE. 
- Yust, K. M. (2004). Real kids, real faith: Practices for nurturing children’s spiritual lives. San Francisco: Josey-Bass. 
Course Requirements:

1. Childhood reflection paper: (30 points; see Assignment #1 at back of syllabus for detail; no
        course reading required for this assignment) 


Due Date: Wednesday, September 12, 11:59pm (Blackboard submission)

Submit to Blackboard: at least five dated “entries” in your journal—typed, double-spaced (4-5
              pages).

2) Interview with a child:  (30 points; see Assignment #2 at back of syllabus for detail; no reading) 


Due Date: Wednesday, September 12, 11:59pm (Blackboard submission)

Submit to Blackboard: A copy of the interview protocol, with the child’s responses inserted (typed)
       in the correct places, followed by an evaluative paragraph, probably 3-4 pages typed altogether.

3) Definitional work:  (40 points; see Assignment #3 at back of syllabus for detail; includes some
        reading from most course sources) 


Due Date: Sunday, September 23, 11:59pm (Blackboard submission)

Submit to Blackboard: About 3-4 pages, with four subsections, exploring definitions for
   spirituality, Christian spirituality, and children’s spirituality, as well as your own final definition. 

           Reference section required.

4) Approaches to children’s spirituality (100 points all together; see Assignments 4a and 4b at back of syllabus for detail; involves reading, assimilating, evaluating material from several course sources)


Due Date: Sunday, September 23, 11:59pm (Blackboard submission)

Submit to Blackboard: Assignment 4a: Cognitive Development Theory, 2-3 pages (40 points) and
              Assignment 4b: Relational Consciousness, 4-5 pages (60 points). Reference section required for
              4a; for 4b give Hay/Nye reference information, noting particularly which edition—1998 or 2006.  
5) Biblical and Theological Support for Children’s Spirituality (100 points; see Assignment #5 at back of syllabus for detail; reading in course sources as well as biblical integration from your own resources and understanding).


Due Date: Sunday, September 30, 11:59pm (Blackboard submission) 

Submit to Blackboard: A 1-page summary of your own ideas plus a 6-page paper integrating 
              theological and biblical ideas from course sources with your own background and resources. 
              Reference section required.
6) How to Nurture Spiritual Development in Children:  (100 points; see Assignment #6 at back of syllabus for detail; reading across all course sources)


Due Date: Monday morning, October 8, bring hard copy to class

Submit to Blackboard: About 6-7 pages exploring three specific ways to nurture children’s spiritual
              development. Reference section required.

*************************************

IMPORTANT: Compile all these papers in one 3-ring binder. Use dividers to separate the six assignments. Bring this with you to turn in on the first day of class at JBU in October; for our class discussion, we will be drawing on every assignment at some point during the week. 

GRADING: The first six written assignments are worth 400 points all together. The final project is worth 150 points, for a total of 550 points. Rubrics for grading are embedded in the “Assignments and Grading Rubrics” section beginning on page 6 of the syllabus.

**************************************

7) Final Project: Nurturing Spiritual Development in Children (150 points; see Final Project at back
       of syllabus for detail; reading across course sources.)


Due: Sunday, November 18, 11:59 pm


Submit to Blackboard: Approximately 10-12 page research paper that explains children’s spirituality to a congregation and recommends three practices that especially nurture children’s spiritual development. Reference section required.

Grading Scale:
A
94-100
B
84-87
C
74-77



A-
90-93
B-
80-83
C-
70-73
 

B+
88-89   
C+
78-79  
D 
65-70

Policy on Students with Disabilities: 
Students with documented disabilities who need academic accommodations should make an appointment with the Director of Academic Support and Disability Services (524-7217) to begin the accommodation process. They also are encouraged to make an appointment with the instructor as soon as possible. Students without documented disabilities who feel they may have difficulty with this course are also encouraged to make an appointment with the instructor to discuss what steps need to be taken to be successful.

Statement on Academic Integrity: 
As a Christian institution of higher education, John Brown University seeks to maintain the highest standards of academic integrity.  Violations of these standards will result in substantial penalties.  Any instance of cheating or plagiarism will result in a zero for the assignment and a report submitted to the academic dean.  Further infractions will result in failure of the course.  For additional information and examples, refer to the Academic Integrity section on page 4 of your John Brown University Student Handbook.

Statement on Academic Expectations
Please submit assignments double spaced with 1” margins all around. Times New Roman 12-point font is preferred. 

The following standards will be used to assign grades to written work:


“C” means the paper meets minimum expectations. (You did just what was expected.)


“B” means the paper exceeds minimum expectations of quality. (I can see evidence of good writing, critical 
  

thinking, clear understanding, and proofreading.)


“A” means the paper is of exceptionally good quality. (Excellent writing and reflection.)

Spelling, grammar, and style are taken into account. See guidelines per assignment. You are in a professional degree program and will be expected to develop your communication skills appropriately. APA website: http://www.psychwww.com/resource/APA%20Research%20Style%20Crib%20Sheet.htm#Intro
Reference works concerning spiritual and faith development in children:

Allen, H. C. (2002). A qualitative study exploring the similarities and differences of the spirituality of 
 children in intergenerational and non-intergenerational Christian contexts. (Doctoral dissertation, Talbot School of Theology, Biola University, La Mirada, CA, 2002).

Allen, H. C. (Ed.). (2008, in press). Nurturing children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives and best practices. Eugene, OR: Cascade. 

Anthony, M. (Ed.). (2007). Perspectives on children’s spiritual formation: Four views. Nashville: Broadman & Holman.

Bakke, O. M. (2005). When children became people: The birth of childhood in early 

Christianity. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press.       

Beckwith, I. (2004). Postmodern children’s ministry. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan.

Bales, S. R. (2005). When I was a child: Children’s interpretations of first communion. Chapel 


Hill, NC: University of North Carolina Press.       

Berryman, J. W. (1995). Godly play: An imaginative approach to religious education. 

Minneapolis, MN: Augsburg.          

Bunge, M. J. (Ed.). (2001). The child in Christian thought.  Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.

Cavalletti, S. (1983). The religious potential of the child (P. M. Coulter & J. M. Coulter, Trans.). 
Ramsey, NJ: Paulist Press. (Original work published in 1979) 

Coles, R. (1990). The spiritual life of children. Boston: HarperCollins.        

Erikson, E. H. (1963). Childhood and society (2nd ed.). New York: Norton.   

Erricker, J. (Ed.). (2001). Spiritual education: Cultural, religious, and social differences:


New perspectives for the 21st century. Portland, OR: Sussex Academic Press.

Fowler, J. W. (1981). Stages of faith: The psychology of human development and the quest for


meaning.  San Francisco: Harper.              

Fowler, J. W. (1991). Weaving the new creation: Stages of faith and the public church. 

New York: HarperCollins.       

Hay, D., with Nye, R. (2006). The spirit of the child (Rev. ed.). Philadelphia, PA: Jessica Kingsley Publishers.       
Heller, D. (1986). The children’s God. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.     

Jensen, D. H. (2005). Graced vulnerability: A theology of childhood. Cleveland, OH: Pilgrim 


Press.               

May, S., Posterski, B., Stonehouse, C., & Cannell, L. (2005). Children matter: Celebrating their place in the church, family, and community. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans.   
Montessori, M. (1965). The child in the Church (E. M. Standing, Ed.). St. Paul, MN: Catechetical Guild.           

Myers, B. K. (1997). Young children and spirituality. New York: Routledge.   

Ng, D., & Thomas, V. (1981). Children in the worshiping community. Atlanta, GA: John Knox 


Press.               

Ratcliff, D. (Ed.). (2004). Children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives, research, and 


applications.  Eugene, OR: Cascade.                    

Robinson, E. (1983). The original vision: A study of the religious experience of childhood. 


New York: Seabury Press.              

Roehlkepartain, E. C., King, P. E., Wagener, L. M., & Benson, P. L. (Eds.). (2006). The 


handbook of spiritual development in childhood and adolescence. Thousand Oaks, CA:


Sage.                  

Stewart, S. M., & Berryman, J. W. (1989). Young children and worship. Louisville, KY:  


Westminster John Knox Press.                       

Stonehouse, C. (1998). Joining children on the spiritual journey: Nurturing a life of faith.


Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Books.                 

Westerhoff, J. H., III. (2000). Will our children have faith? (Rev. ed.). Toronto: Morehouse.

Westerhoff, J. H., III, & Neville, G. K. (1974). Generation to generation: Conversations on 


religious education and culture. Philadelphia: United Church Press.         

Yust, K. M., Johnson, A. N., Sasso, S. E., & Roehlkepartain, E. C. (Eds.). (2006). Nurturing child and adolescent spirituality: Perspectives from the world’s religious traditions. Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield.                

Yust, K. M. (2004). Real kids, real faith: Practices for nurturing children’s spiritual lives. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.          

Zuck, R. B. (1996). Precious in his sight: Childhood and children in the Bible. Grand Rapids, 


MI: Baker Books.                   

Assignments and Grading Rubrics

Assignment #1
CHILDHOOD REFLECTION PAPER

30 points
Due Wednesday, September 12, 11:59pm

Childhood reflection paper: (30 points)
Several times this summer, take a few minutes (at least 10-15 minutes) to reflect and journal on your childhood experiences and how they impacted your spiritual development. The following questions [from Catherine Stonehouse] may prompt your reflection. You may address ideas and issues not reflected in these questions also.

  General:


- What during childhood gave me the most satisfaction—the greatest sense of “specialness” or joy?


- What made me uncomfortable or caused pain?


- What do I remember from school experience with pleasure? With pain?


- How did my relationships with other children impact who I am?


- How did my early relationship with my parents impact my self-image and the kind of person I am?


- Who were the persons outside my immediate family who most impacted me during childhood?

  Spiritual/Religious:

- How did my relationship with my parents during childhood shape my image of God? 


- In my experience in the church, what was most meaningful and formative? What was most
      
painful and destructive?


- What memories do I have of prayer?


- Were there times when I felt God’s presence?

Submit to Blackboard: at least five dated “entries” in your journal—typed, double-spaced (4-5 pages).

Grading Rubric: Assignment #1 (30 points)

Reflect and journal on your childhood experiences and how they impacted your spiritual development. (Response questions above.)

To aid me in determining your grade, I will be asking the following questions.

At least 5 dated entries?  
4-5 pages, double-spaced?  
Themes addressed?  
No outside reading required; can be done during the summer or any time before September 8. Requires five dated entries—cannot be done the night before. 

I will not take off points for grammatical, syntactical, spelling (etc.) errors on this assignment.
Assignment #2
INTERVIEW WITH A CHILD

30 points
Due Wednesday, September 12, 11:59pm

Interview with a child:  (30 points)

Before you arrive for the on-campus part of the course, you must interview a 7-to-12-year-old child, using the interview protocol below. Print out a copy of the interview protocol, and as you interview the child, write down what the child said after each question. If child says, “I don’t know,” or “I don’t think so,” put that down. (You may wish to tape-record the interview to facilitate later transcription.) 

Submit to Blackboard:


A copy of the interview protocol, with the child’s responses inserted in the correct places. (Copy the interview protocol into a new document—then simply type in the child’s responses.) The whole interview will probably be 3-4 typed pages. At the beginning of the written assignment, give the child’s first name (or a pseudonym if you wish), age, and gender as well as the date of the interview. THEN—at the bottom of the interview protocol, compose one full paragraph (half a page), describing your understanding of the child’s relationship with God. How would you describe that relationship (e.g., distant, intimate, warm, formal, etc.)? Support what you say with examples from the interview responses. 

Bring this assignment to class in October—a typed copy of the interview—both questions and answers. We will use the interviews in class, analyzing responses, noting themes that emerge from the data. 

Grading Rubric: Assignment #2 (30 points)

Interview a 7-to-12-year-old child, using the Interview Protocol provided on next page.

To aid me in determining your grade, I will be asking the following questions.


First name of child stated?


Age of child stated?


Gender of child stated?


Date of interview stated?


Interview Protocol questions typed?


Child’s responses typed?


Two questions that you created and asked:


3-4 pages in length?


Full paragraph describing child’s relationship with God?  Support for description
      from the interview responses? (This paragraph is worth 10 points)

I will not take off points for grammatical, syntactical, spelling (etc.) errors on this assignment.

Interview Protocol*
Child’s Name: 




   
Your Name: 






Get parental permission. Ask permission to tape record the conversation.

Get Acquainted, chit-chat

Maybe demographic information: (e.g.,)


-
Who lives at your house or apartment? (parents, names and ages of siblings, pets) 

People who know God


-
Of all the people you know, who do you think knows God the best?  


-
Why do you think that person knows God?      


-
Are there other reasons why you think  


  knows God?


-
Is there someone else you know who knows God really well? Why do you think so?


- Anyone else?


-
Do you have any questions you want to ask me?

Feelings about God


-
When you think about God, how do you feel? 


-
Can you tell me about a time when felt surprised or amazed about God? 


- Sorry or guilty toward God? 


- Happy about God? 




- Sad about God? 


- Scared about God? 


- Angry at God? 


- Ever feel love for God?

Knowing God

- 
What is the difference between someone who knows about God and someone who


 
knows God?


-
How do you think someone gets to know God? 


-
Do you think you know God?  

-
How do you know God?  (or What are some things that you do that help you
   
 

know that you know God?)                                           

                                                                                             






-
Do you talk to God (prayer)? In your mind, in your imagination, out loud? 


-
What sort of things do you talk to God about?


-
Can you think of other ways you can get to know God? (allow time)



-
In what ways do you listen to God? 

-
In what ways does God talk to us? Have you ever thought God talked to you? 


Would you tell me about that?


-
Have you ever felt God close to you? Would you tell me about that?

Questions that may get at the same idea, to dig a little deeper: 


-
Were you ever afraid or alone, and you think God helped you? Would you tell me
          about that?


Or:


-
Has your family ever needed special help and you think God helped? 
          Would you tell me about that? 


Or: 


-
Have you ever been at the mountains, or in a park, or at the ocean, and
  

thought God was nearby? Would you tell me about that?

Your questions (You must ask at least two questions that you have created)

-

-


-
Do you have any questions you want to ask me?

Thank child and mention that you will be writing a report, though you will not be using names.

In your report, please use a pseudonym for the child.

*This interview protocol is taken from Dr. Allen’s doctoral dissertation and was the instrument used for the field research in the dissertation. 

Assignment #3
DEFINITIONAL WORK: 
Constructing a definition of children’s spirituality

40 Points
Due Sunday, September 23, 11:59pm
3) Definitional work: (3-4 pages; 40 points)
Several of our texts offer definitions for spirituality, Christian spirituality, and children’s spirituality. Your task is to compile a selection of the best definitions for each of these concepts—general spirituality, Christian spirituality, and children’s spirituality—noting common themes, assumptions, and issues that emerge in attempting to define these concepts. Ultimately you must choose (or construct) an operational or working definition of children’s spirituality that, at this point, you consider the best approach, and offer a rationale for that definition.

One purpose of this assignment is to facilitate familiarity with the course texts and online sources. Locate definitions in at least five of the following sources:


- Roehlkepartain et al. (2005), Chapter 1 on Blackboard

- Hay with Nye (2006), Chapter 1 and pp. 108-109


- Stonehouse (1998), Chapter 1


- From Ratcliff (2004), e.g., Chapters 1, 8, 10, 11, 16 or others


- From the Allen text (2008, forthcoming) on Blackboard, Chapters 1 or 3 or others 

 For each source, you may want to complete a separate “Definitions Worksheet” (next page) as an aid.

Write a 3-4-page paper that includes the following sections, with about 2/3 page for each section. Indicate each section in your paper with the appropriate subheading.

Section 1: Definitions of Spirituality in General

Choose two or more of the definitions that you recorded on your worksheets for this type of definition.

Determine why you chose these definitions. Do they share a common theme? Are they opposites of each other, providing contrasting ways of looking at spirituality? Do they build upon each other, each contributing a different aspect to the definition? Do they represent a range of meaning? Did you think these were the clearest definitions?

Write 2/3 page about the definitions that you chose. Describe, analyze, critique, respond to, and/or summarize them. Interact with them in meaningful ways. 

When you quote a definition, be sure to attribute it to the author who actually said it. This is not necessarily the author of the article in which you found it, or the editor of the book in which you found the article! (See how to cite quotes in secondary sources on next page.)

What do these definitions, taken together, say about the topic?

Section 2: Definitions of Christian Spirituality

Repeat the steps in Section 1 above, but for definitions of Christian spirituality.

Section 3: Definitions of Children’s Spirituality

Repeat the steps in Section 1 above, but for definitions of children’s spirituality.

Section 4: Operational Definition of Children’s Spirituality

Write your own definition of children’s spirituality. In your own words, what is it?

Defend your definition with at least two different rationales—two different kinds of argument, or two different types of evidence. Why do you think this is a good definition? Rationales might include references to previously-quoted definitions, or biblical evidence, or your own personal experiences, or other arguments.  















References

In your paper you must cite from at least five different sources. List these sources in correct APA format on the last page. I will mark and correct (though not count off) APA formatting errors on your reference page and within your paper. I will count off for APA errors on your 6th assignment and on your final paper. This assignment (#3) should help you get the APA formatting correct. Examples and guidelines are offered.

Bring a copy of this assignment to class in October; we will be working in small groups constructing definitions for each of these ideas. In fact, we will be using all of your written assignments in class; all assignments should be printed out and assembled into a 3-ring notebook for class in October. 

The grading rubric on the next page should help.

Preparation Worksheet for Definitions Assignment

(not required, may use as an aid; please do not turn in)

You may wish to prepare a separate worksheet like this for every source that you read—simply copy and paste this table in your document. Remember that every chapter or article in an edited book is a separate source. Enter here, in correct APA format, the complete bibliographic information about the book, chapter, or article:

[Example] Boyatzis, C., & Newman, B. (2004). How shall we study children’s spirituality? In D. Ratcliff (Ed.), Children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives, research, and applications (pp. 166-181). Eugene, OR: Cascade.

	Type of definition
	Complete quote of the definition from the source
	Author of the quote
	Page number

	General spirituality


	“feelings, thoughts, experiences, and behaviors that arise from a search for the sacred”
	Hill et al.*
	167

	General spirituality


	“a sacred, unifying principle that expresses itself in a sense of wonder and inspiration, a feeling of connectedness with people and nature, and a reverence for life”
	Quick 
	168

	
	
	
	

	
	(You may not use these sample definitions in your paper.)
(Add more rows in the chart if you need them.)
	
	


* et al. is Latin for “and company”; it means there are other authors beside the one stated, in this case, Hill.

How to quote from secondary sources, i.e., when you are quoting someone who is quoting someone else:

 

For the quotes in the chart above, you would say in your paper:

Boyatzis and Newman (2004) quote the following definition from Hill et al.: “feelings, thoughts, experiences, and behaviors that arise from a search for the sacred” (p. 167). 

(You do not need to give the source information for Hill et al. You have given where you found the quote, so if someone wants to find it, they can look up Boyatzis and Newman and find the source for Hill et al.)

Another way to quote from a secondary source is:

Quick’s definition of spirituality (as cited in Boyatzis & Newman, 2004, p. 168) is “a sacred, unifying principle that expresses itself in a sense of wonder and inspiration, a feeling of connectedness with people and nature, and a reverence for life.” 

The Boyatzis & Newman chapter would appear in your reference section, not the Hill or Quick’s sources.
Grading Rubric: Assignment #3 (40 points)

General spirituality


At least 2 definitions (4 points)
_____


Ordered in some way* (3 points)
_____

                   (rationale, focus, etc.)

Christian spirituality


At least 2 definitions (4 points)
_____


Ordered in some way* (3 points)
_____

Children’s spirituality


At least 2 definitions (4 points)
_____


Ordered in some way* (3 points)
_____

Operational definition of children’s spirituality


Definition stated (5 points)
_____


Rationale for definition** (3 points)

  

At least 5 different sources cited (5 points)
_____

    (May cite from Roehlkepartain, Hay/Nye, and Stonehouse as well as chapters in the Ratcliff text that you own  or the Allen 
     text online; each chapter in both  the Ratcliff and the Allen texts is a separate source; to see how to cite from various
     chapters and how to place in your reference page, see examples below***)

Reference page with at least 5 sources (5 pts)




At least 3 pages double spaced (4 points)
_____

As you can see, I will grade this assignment in a more detailed fashion
 than I have graded the first two assignments.

* In the first three subsections, you must offer a rationale for your choice of definitions. I am looking for evidence of sorting through the definitional process, locating definitions that follow a pattern or show a theme, or represent breadth, or exhibit the most clarity—in other words, a way of ordering the two, three, or four definitions you have chosen to share in each sub-category.

** In the last subsection, state your operational definition of children’s spirituality, then offer a rationale for choosing (or constructing) this definition, building on earlier proffered definitions, personal experience, biblical support, or other forms of rationale.  

***The Ratcliff and Allen books are edited books—ones in which each of the chapters is written by a different author. To cite (in your paper) from an edited book, you cite the author of the chapter, not the editor of the book. See below:

Citing from a chapter in the Ratcliff text:

According to Hood (2004), the “family exerts the primary influence on a child’s development” (p. 236).   OR
“The family exerts the primary influence on a child’s development” (Hood, 2004, p. 236).

In your reference section, this entry would be:

Hood, D. K. (2004). Six children seeking God. In D. Ratcliff (Ed.), Children’s spirituality: Christian perspective, research, and applications (pp. 233-248). Eugene, OR: Cascade.

Citing from a chapter in the Allen text:

Boyatzis (2008) says that “a fundamental task for our field is to generate valid, comprehensive definitions of our terms” (p.
).

In your reference section, this entry would be:

Boyatzis, C. J. (2008, forthcoming). Children’s spiritual development: Advancing the field in definition, measurement, and theory. In H. C. Allen (Ed.), Nurturing children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives and best practices. Eugene, OR: Cascade. 

I will begin marking errors (though not deducting points) on this paper. I will correct APA formatting issues on your reference page and within your paper. I will count off for errors on your 5th and 6th assignment and on your final paper.

	Assignment #4a
COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT THEORY

40 points
Due Sunday, September 23, 11:59pm
	Assignment #4b
RELATIONAL CONSCIOUSNESS
60 points
Due Sunday, September 23, 11:59pm


Approaches to Children’s Spirituality
During our week on campus we will explore several theories that currently inform the dialog about children’s spirituality. Among these are Piaget’s cognitive developmental theory and David Hay and Rebecca Nye’s concept of “relational consciousness.” Before the on-campus part of this course, you will need to become familiar with these concepts and what they have to contribute to our discussion. 

4a) Cognitive Development Theory (2-3 pages; 40 points) 

Jean Piaget, over his long lifetime (1896-1980), developed what is known as the cognitive (i.e., how we think) development theory. This theory has profoundly influenced Christian education in the past 40 years. First read Plueddemann’s brief overview of Piaget’s work and influence (on Blackboard); then read Cheryl Fawcett’s short sections (also on Blackboard) entitled “Cognitive Ministry Implications” for various ages (Prenatal-24 months, Toddlers, Preschoolers, Primary, Pre-Adolescence). Fawcett’s work reflects typical Piagetian application in Christian Education. Next read Stonehouse’s chapter on Piaget (Chapter 4, Stonehouse text), which offers a more nuanced and multifaceted treatment of Piaget. In 2-3 pages, 




- briefly describe the four stages of Piaget’s theory, citing from course sources

- describe at least two experiences with Christian education—either from your own childhood or
            more recently with your experiences with children—that reflect Piaget’s influence (must
            note connection to Piaget’s ideas) 




- Though Piaget’s work has primarily been used to facilitate teaching children the basic biblical
         information, in your opinion how might Piaget’s ideas help facilitate spiritual growth in children?




- determine one weakness with Piaget’s developmental theory as it has been applied in Christian
          education (you may consult Hay/Nye, 2006, pp. 56-59—or 1998, pp. 49-53, or Boyatzis, 2008) 

Grading Rubric: Assignment 4a   (40 points)

Describe four stages of Piaget’s theory


Title of four stages (2 points)


_____


Four age ranges (2 points)


_____


Descriptions (4 points)


_____


Supported from readings (2 points)

_____

Experiences that reflect Piaget’s influence


Experience #1 (5 points)


_____



(must relate to and accurately interpret Piaget) 


Experience #2 (5 points)


_____



(must relate to and accurately interpret Piaget) 

Application to spiritual growth (5 points)

_____


Well-considered, relevant, well written
 


One weakness in application (5 points) 

_____


At least 2 pages double spaced (4 points)

_____

Citations and Reference section (6 points)

_____



(must cite Plueddemann, Fawcett, and Stonehouse)
4b) Relational Consciousness (4-5 pages; 60 points) 

Hay/Nye’s groundbreaking book The Spirit of the Child (Rev. ed., 2006) does not define children’s spirituality from within a Christian context (though both authors are explicitly Christians). Hay and Nye are working in Great Britain, attempting to help the public schools there teach spirituality (a 1988 educational mandate) without reference to religion. Though ours is a different task, Hay and Nye have some important insights we can utilize. 

Chapters 1 and 2 establish some premises that I will outline below: 
Chapter 1 establishes two of Hay’s main premises: 1) Spirituality is universal. Hay's main claim is that spirituality has its origin in biology and thus exists in every human being (p. 22). 2) Spirituality is the source of morality. Hay's research over the last 30 years has convinced him that there is a strong connection between spiritual awareness and ethical behavior or morality (p. 29). 


Chapter 2 describes what Hay calls the “social destruction of spirituality.” From his perspective (the post-Christian world of Western Europe), Hay postulates that 3) Spirituality has been privatized. Hay attributes the privatization of spirituality to factors such as the decline of religious institutions and the perceived conflict between science and religious belief. Hay posits that over the past century spirituality has become increasingly hidden, half-forgotten, implicit, and vague.

Read each of the following chapters, and then respond to the questions about them in complete, well-organized paragraphs. Answer these questions in your own words. Do not use direct quotes from the book. However, please indicate in parentheses the page number(s) from the book where you found the ideas that you discuss.

Chapter 3: “Children’s Spirituality—What We Already Know” (You may copy this document into your computer and type into it.)
- Describe in your own words some ways that children’s spirituality has been studied in the past.

- Summarize Hay’s critiques of these previous studies.

- In what new or different directions is Hay moving with his research of children’s spirituality?

Chapter 4: “A Geography of the Spirit”

Explain in detail each of these aspects of Hay and Nye’s “starting point,” or the concepts they were initially looking for. Demonstrate that you understand them. No quotes; use your own words here.

- Awareness-sensing:

- Mystery-sensing:

- Value sensing:

Chapters 5 and 6: “How Do You Talk with Children about Spirituality?” and “Listening to Children Talking”

- Identify and describe at least two strengths that you see in Nye’s approach.

- Identify and describe at least two weaknesses that you see in Nye’s approach.

Chapter 7: “Identifying the Core of Children’s Spirituality

- How can we (those of us working with children in Christian settings) use what Hay and Nye learned through their research? (Questions that can prime the pump here: Can this work for us? How does it open up what we are trying to do? How does it limit it?)
Write at least one page, double-spaced, in which you suggest at least two well-thought-out ideas for how this research might be applied in the work of in ministry with children..

Grading Rubric: Assignment 4b (60 points)

Ch. 3: How are Hay and Nye moving away from the ways spirituality has been studied in the past?


About 1 page (3 points)

_____


How studied in past (4 points)
_____


Hay’s critique of past studies (4 pts)
_____


Direction Hay is moving (4 points)
_____

Ch. 4: Hay and Nye’s starting point (about a page)


Awareness sensing (5 points)

_____


Mystery sensing (5 points)

_____


Value sensing (5 points)

_____

Ch. 5-6: Nye’s research method 

One page (3 points)


_____


Strength #1 (3 points)


_____


Strength #2 (3 points)


_____


Weakness #1 (3 points)

_____


Weakness #2 (3 points)

_____

Ch. 7: What can Christian education take from Hay and Nye’s work in “relational consciousness”?


1 page (3 points)


_____


One developed idea (6 points)
_____


One developed idea (6 points)
_____

Assignment #5
BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN’S SPIRITUALITY
100 points
Due Sunday, September 30, 11:59pm
5) Biblical and Theological Support for Children’s Spirituality (6-7 pages; 100 points)
Before you write this paper, before you read any course sources with this focus in mind, write a one-page summary of your ideas on why children might be considered to be spiritual beings. Possible directions of thought could be biblical passages, theological concepts in general (sin, guilt, image of God), historical support, ideas about children’s place in the kingdom, educational psychology, philosophy, the role of baptism, etc. Attach this one-page summary to the front of this paper (Biblical and Theological Support for Children’s Spirituality). This one-page paper is worth 5 points of the 100; my purpose in this preliminary assignment is to “prime the pump”; I want you think about possible ideas before you begin to read others’ thoughts.

For this paper you will use a variety of course sources.

In Ratcliff (2004), the following may be helpful:                      Also see:

	- Bunge (Ch 3) 

- Issler (Ch 4)

- Campagnola (Ch 5)

- Possibly Stonehouse (Ch 9) and Sisemore (Ch 14)    
	- Allen (2002) (on Blackboard)

- Stonehouse (Chapters 1 and 2)

- Hay with Nye (Chapters 1 and 2)

- Chapters 4, 5, 6, 7  from Allen (2008,
    forthcoming) (on Blackboard)


A basic assumption of this course is that children are spiritual beings, that is, they are able to have a relationship with God, even before they make a personal commitment. This paper explores the rationale for such as assumption. The following questions may offer some direction. I would envision your paper addressing some (though not all) of these questions:



What is the status of children before God?



Are children in the kingdom?



What role does baptism play? (either infant or believers baptism)



What does the concept of original sin have to say about children’s spirituality?



What does the concept of imago dei have to say about children’s spirituality?



What biblical passages offer insight into these ideas?



What is “spirituality” in Scripture?



Does Scripture offer any guidelines regarding the age when children may be accountable for
       

     their sins?

I view this as an exploratory paper for you. I want you to peruse our course materials, ponder the concepts you encounter, integrate some of these ideas with your prior thinking on the subject, and make an effort to construct a cohesive rationale for children being spiritual beings. I am looking for responsible work, citations from several of our texts and our online sources (Blackboard), biblical references, and evidence of clear thinking.
Please organize your paper with helpful subheadings. Also, particularly for this paper, introductory and concluding paragraphs will help me discern your train of thought and key ideas.

See Grading Rubric below to aid you as you write.

Grading Rubric: Assignment #5  (100 points)

BIBLICAL AND THEOLOGICAL SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN’S SPIRITUALITY

 /5
One-page summary (your ideas before you wrote this paper)     


 /10
Introduction and conclusion; use of subheadings; general flow of paper 



 /10
Good use of sources (course texts and Blackboard sources) 


 /10
Use of biblical texts


 /50
Scope/coherence/argument


 /10
Reference section (all cited sources listed) and citations (all sources quoted or used in paper were cited in text)—no loss of points on this paper for APA formatting technicalities such periods, commas, italics, capital letters, etc. I’ll mark but not deduct. But follow examples I’ve given; practice getting APA right—I start counting on the next paper.


 /5
Mechanical errors (1 point off for every 2 errors)

Mechanical errors are grammatical, syntactical, and spelling errors. 

I will not deduct points for APA formatting errors in citations and the reference section; I will mark your APA errors and correct as I can. However, I will deduct for quotes that are not cited in the text, or if they are cited, but cited in a way that I cannot tell how to find the source. I will deduct for cited sources that do not appear in your reference section, and I will deduct if important source information is omitted, such as copyright date (for all sources) or publisher (if it is a book); all majors sources for this course are listed in your syllabus in APA format exactly as they should be listed in your reference section. The only sources that you will need to list differently are the chapters from the Ratcliff text and the Allen (2008) book on Blackboard. See samples below.

For your 6th paper and for your final paper I will deduct points for mechanical errors in your paper as well as for APA formatting errors in your references and citations. 

Citing from a chapter in the Ratcliff text:

According to Issler (2004), “God has set a temporary and gracious ‘hedge’ or boundary around children as a distinct class regarding eternal destiny” (p. 55).   OR
This view that children are safe is a minority view, but other theologians agree, as this quote indicates: “God has set a temporary and gracious ‘hedge’ or boundary around children as a distinct class regarding eternal destiny” (Issler, 2004, p. 55).

In your reference section, this entry would be:

Issler, K. (2004). Biblical perspectives on developmental grace for nurturing children’s spirituality. In D. Ratcliff (Ed.), Children’s spirituality: Christian perspective, research, and applications (pp. 54-71). Eugene, OR: Cascade.

Citing from a chapter in the Allen text:

Estep (2008) says that “in Origen’s theology, the sacrament of baptism removes the stain of being born into a fallen humanity; but this is not the guilt of sin…” (p. 
).
In your reference section, this entry would be:

Estep, J. R. (2008, forthcoming). Children in the Ante-Nicene church. In H. C. Allen (Ed.), Nurturing children’s spirituality: Christian perspectives and best practices. Eugene, OR: Cascade. 

Assignment #6
NURTURING SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT

100 points
Due Monday, October 8; bring hard copy to class
6) How to Nurture Spiritual Development in Children:  (6 pages; 100 points)

 The texts and authors we are reading offer a variety of ways to nurture spiritual development in children. Choose three ways that are recommended and described. For each of the three:



a) Describe/define this recommendation, offer rationale, and describe what it might look like in
 

the home or in a Christian setting. (Cite at least two sources from the literature for each approach.)

b) Discuss how this way of fostering spirituality differs from the traditional approaches to
   
Christian education you have experienced in the past.



c) Offer your insight or opinion as to how or whether this way would indeed nurture children’s
       spiritual growth. 

Yust, Beckwith, and Stonehouse offer rich ideas here. Read their materials first to formulate ideas. The other materials also offer a variety of ways to foster spiritual growth and development in children. 


- Yust (Chapters 3 and 5 on Blackboard)


- Beckwith (pp. 55-162)


- Stonehouse (Chapters 8 and 9 as well as ideas from Chapters 3, 4, 6, and 7)



- Ratcliff (Chapter 12 and Chapters 15 - 23 offer support for a wide variety of ideas)


- Allen (2008, forthcoming) (Chapters 8 and following on Blackboard) 

Again, I appreciate subheadings; for this paper, offer headings that delineate the three ways you have chosen that nurture spiritual development, with three paragraphs (see a, b, c above) under each heading. 

Grading Rubric: Assignment #6 (100 points)

Introduction and conclusion (5 points)
_____



Approach 1 (use descriptive subheading title—not “Approach 1”)


a. Description (cited) (10 points)
_____ (at least two sources)


b. Comparison to past (5 points)
_____


c. Your evaluation (10 points)
_____

Approach 2 (use descriptive subheading title)


a. Description (cited) (10 points)
_____ (at least two sources)


b. Comparison to past (5 points)
_____


c. Your evaluation (10 points)
_____

Approach 3  (use descriptive subheading title)

a. Description (cited) (10 points)
_____ (at least two sources)


b. Comparison to past (5 points)
_____


c. Your evaluation (10 points)
_____

Length (5 points; at least 6 pages)

 

Mechanical errors
(5 points) 

_____


(1 point of for each two errors)

Reference page (10 points)


_____
(at least six sources must be cited; Yust, Stonehouse, Beckwith offer good ideas here; also remember each chapter in Ratcliff can be a source; also several chapters from the forthcoming Allen edited text are online, some of which offer excellent ideas here)

Final Project

NURTURING SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT IN CHILDREN 

150 points
Due: Sunday, November 18, 11:59 pm
In our readings and in class we have explored a variety of ways to nurture, enhance, foster, or cultivate children’s spiritual development. Your task for this assignment will entail identifying a congregation with which you are familiar. This can be your home congregation, your current congregation, your spouse’s congregation, or any other church you know fairly well. 

For this paper we are assuming that the educational leadership (i.e., education committee, children’s ministry team, or other leadership group) of this church is exploring the recent shift toward spiritual development in children’s ministry. This leadership team has discovered that you are completing a children’s spirituality course and the team has asked you to: 


  - help them understand this phenomenon—children’s spirituality;


  - help them understand how this new focus on spiritual development differs from the traditional
 
understanding of Christian education; 


  - recommend and describe at least three ways to foster the spiritual development of the children 
of this church;



  - provide rationale for these three ideas—biblical/theological support as well as support from 
   
current literature, so that the leadership team can offer validation for these ideas when they share 

them with the ministry staff, elder board, or other governing body of the church.

 Your response to your church is this paper. Even though the paper performs a practical function, it should still be considered a research paper--not a letter or a set of instructions. 

Guidelines: 


- General introduction


- Explanation of children’s spirituality (a page or so)


- Compare/contrast Christian/spiritual formation with traditional ideas of Christian education (a 
    
page or so)


- Three recommendations for fostering spiritual growth and development (2½-3 pages each):


- Identify/define/describe what this idea might look like in this setting



- Support for this idea from course literature



- Biblical/theological support


- General Conclusion

You will also need a paragraph that provides basic information about the church you have chosen (size, number of children, current approach to children’s ministry—Sunday school, children’s church, AWANA, puppets, etc). This paragraph will precede the body of your paper. You may italicize it or set it in a box. The body of your paper will then follow. Remember to use subheadings.

The paper should be 10-13 pages long, double-spaced. At least 10 sources are required. 

Grading Rubric next page.
Grading Rubric: Final Project 

Mechanics:




/10
Appropriate number of sources (ten good sources)




/10
Reference section (all cited sources listed) and citations (sources cited in paper)




/10
APA format in reference section and citations 



/10
Length of paper




/10
Syntax, grammar, punctuation, spelling, appropriate style (no colloquial usage, e.g. kinda, a lot)

Substance of Paper




/5
Introductory information about church (name, size, number of children, current approach/es)




/5
Introduction (introduce current sea change in children’s ministry, briefly overview your recommendations) 




/5
Use of subheadings and general flow of paper




/5
Conclusion (review main points, reiterate the importance of the recommended changes—and why)


For some reason, students last year often omitted a general introduction and sometimes omitted a conclusion. 
Well-written papers must include both. Don’t forget the short description of the church you are “consulting” with.
   Body




/10
Explanation of children’s spirituality (clarity, scope, source work) 



/10
Compare/contrast spiritual formation and Christian Education (clarity, analysis, sources)

   First Recommendation (Please title descriptively)



/10
Description (description/definition very clear/understandable; how idea would look in this setting)




/10
Support from the literature (clear connection to literature, strong support, source work) as well as

 


              Biblical/theological support (connect recommendation with biblical/theological example/s and/or support) 

   Second Recommendation (Please title descriptively)



/10
Description (description/definition very clear/understandable; how idea would look in this setting)




/10
Support from the literature (clear connection to literature, strong support, source work) as well as




              Biblical/theological support (connect recommendation with biblical/theological example/s and/or support) 

   Third Recommendation (Please title descriptively)



/10
Description (description/definition very clear/understandable; how idea would look in this setting)




/10
Support from the literature (clear connection to literature, strong support, source work) as well as




              Biblical/theological support (connect recommendation with biblical/theological example/s and/or support) 



   /150
  Total

As with your other papers, I am looking for responsible work, citations from several of our texts and online sources (other sources are also fine), biblical references, and evidence of clear thinking. However, in this paper, I am also looking for a convincing case as you attempt to persuade a church to consider your new ideas.
I’m noticing that this paper is not leaving much room for creativity and panache. 
Please use creative subheadings if you wish and add your signature flair 
within the guidelines offered.

Convince me that these three ideas will transform the children of this church.
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Approaches students last year described:





- Using stories/narrative


- Bringing the generations�    together


- Fostering wonder


- Telling the “master” story


- Worship


- Parents influence


- The role of prayer


- The role of Scripture


- The role of the church


- The role of questions


Other ideas are welcome.
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