EDU 187 Nurturing Child and Adolescent Spirituality
Fall 2006
Tuesdays, 1:00-2:50 p.m.

Karen-Marie Yust
278-4203
kmyust@union-psce.edu
[image: image1.wmf]
Course Description

This course explores, from international and multi-religious perspectives, the spiritual lives of children and youth and the implications of this cross-cultural discourse for contemporary Christian ministries. We will ask who is responsible for nurturing spirituality, how we cultivate rituals and practices that shape the inner life and encourage ethical action, what our religious ideals of youthful spirituality are, how contemporary cultural dilemmas pose challenges for spiritual nurture, and what rites of passage might mark the spiritual journeys of young people.

We will function as a working seminar, reflecting on these questions (in class sessions and via Blackboard) in light of readings, experience, and emerging commitments. We will engage in textual and field-based research as a team, as well as develop individual workshops (using educational technology) for public presentation. We will observe, guide and listen to children and youth as they engage in theological reflection, identifying and honing skills for ministry that shape and are shaped by our theological beliefs about childhood, adolescence, and Christian spirituality.

“I know why Jesus was killed. People got so angry that they forgot to use their words. They should have taken a ‘time out’!”

Theological reflection on the crucifixion by Grace (age 8)

“I guess this is the tragedy for my generation.”
Eschatological comment on 9/11 by David (age 15)

“…let’s go to church!”
Spontaneous completion of Ps. 122:1, “I was glad when they said to me…”

Biblical exegesis by a preschool girl (age 4)

Required Texts

Yust, et al., eds. Nurturing Child and Adolescent Spirituality: Perspectives from the World’s Religious Traditions
One of the following (determined by class lottery):

Joyce Mercer, Welcoming Children: A Practical Theology of Childhood
Kenda Creasy Dean, Practicing Passion: Youth and the Quest for a Passionate Church
Karen Marie Yust, Real Kids, Real Faith: Practices for Nurturing Children’s Spiritual Lives
David Jensen, Graced Vulnerability: A Theology of Childhood
Evelyn Parker, Trouble Don’t Last Always: Emancipatory Hope Among African American Adolescents
Mark Yaconelli, Contemplative Youth Ministry: Practicing the Presence of Jesus
Course Assignments

Critical Reflection Papers. Write a one-page (single-spaced) paper responding to the reflection questions listed in the syllabus for the assigned chapters of that week. (Applies to sessions 2-6, and 8.)  Post your paper to Blackboard by midnight of the Sunday prior to the scheduled class discussion of those chapters. Read other students’ postings before class on Tuesday.
Field Research. Participate in two research projects, one involving storytelling among small groups of preschoolers at the Newbury Center, the other involving prayer practices of adolescents at local church-related schools. Contribute your assigned portion of project analysis and report your findings in a creative and effective manner.

Workshop. Develop a children’s or youth ministry workshop based on the book assigned to you through the class lottery. Turn in a complete workshop proposal in class on October 24. Use educational technology effectively to teach your workshop in a mini-conference open to the seminary community and the public. 

Class preparation. Carefully read and reflect on assigned texts and research activities. Submit Blackboard postings on time and thoughtfully review classmates’ postings. Demonstrate commitment to our common work, arriving on time and ready to contribute for all course activities. Engage in active discussion during seminar sessions and demonstrate attentiveness during the implementation of the research projects.

Grading

The success of a seminar-style and field-based learning course is heavily dependent on regular and prompt attendance at seminar sessions, research activities, and workshop presentations. For this reason, more than two (2) absences from course sessions and activities will result in a failing grade for the course.
Such a course also thrives when participants respect the contributions of others and demonstrate such respect through good interpersonal communication, thoughtful reflection on the work of colleagues (through timely review of Blackboard postings and critical engagement in seminar discussions), and careful attribution of cited sources in written work. Disrespectful interactions and improperly cited use of others’ words and ideas are not acceptable practices in this course. Should you need assistance with citations, consult the attached handout, “Avoiding Unintentional Plagiarism” and online style guides, such as http://www.lib.usm.edu/help/style-guides.html. 

Assignment values are as follows:

Critical Reflection Papers

30 points (5 points each)

Research Projects


30 points (15 points each)

Workshop Presentation

20 points

Class Participation


20 points

Final letter grade will correspond to the suggested numeric equivalents listed in the 2006-2008 catalog (see 5.5).

Course Outline

Sept. 12
Introduction and video: “What do you believe?”

Sept. 19
Children & Adolescents in Major Religious Traditions



Reading: Chapters 1-6



Reflection question: What are the conceptual and practical roles that

children and youth play in world religions?

Post critical reflection paper to Blackboard by midnight, Sept. 17

Sept. 26
Spiritual Change & Rites of Passage



Reading: Chapters 7-13

Reflection question: What ages/stages of childhood and adolescence are
spiritually emphasized in religious traditions?



Post critical reflection paper to Blackboard by midnight, Sept. 24
Oct. 3

Rituals & Practices to Nurture the Inner Life



Reading: Chapters 14-19



Reflection question: How are narratives or stories used to shape young

people’s spirituality?



Post critical reflection paper to Blackboard by midnight, Oct. 1
Oct. 10

Connecting the Inner Life with Ethical Action



Reading: Chapters 20-25

Reflection question: What spiritual responsibility do children and youth have to engage in service or social action?

Post critical reflection paper to Blackboard by midnight, Oct. 8
Oct. 17

Who is Responsible for Nurturing Spirituality?



Reading: Chapters 26-31



Reflection question: What is the role of the faith community in nurturing

young people’s spirituality?

Post critical reflection paper to Blackboard by midnight, Oct. 15
Oct. 24

“Merchants of Cool” video



Workshop proposals due in class

Oct. 31

Social & Cultural Forces that Shape Spirituality



Reading: Chapters 32-37



Reflection question: How do sociocultural factors nurture and undermine

young people’s spirituality?

Post critical reflection paper to Blackboard by midnight, Oct. 29
Nov. 7

Release time for preparation of workshops 

Nov. 14
Workshop session*

Nov. 28
Workshop session*

Dec. 5

Discussion of research projects


Post report materials to Blackboard and present findings

* May substitute one evening or Saturday morning timeslot for these two classes, in order to create public mini-conference.
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