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Announcement 
 

Research Seminar on Changes in 
Rural China 

 To be Offered in Spring 2004 
 
The Chinese and Japanese Studies Program announces that 
it will once again offer a research seminar in spring 2004. The 
seminar, Cross-Cultural Analysis: Recent Changes in Rural 
China, will be cross-listed as EA390/POLS490/CC300. The 
seminar will focus on key changes in rural China using 
Wenling County and Xinchang County of Zhejiang, China as 
two case studies. The seminar includes a subsidized, two-week 
field research trip to China during the spring break of 2004. 
Each participant will conduct a vigorous research project 
focusing on one aspect in rural China such as education, status 
of women, etc., and complete a 35-40-page research paper. 
CJSP will select the best papers and publish them in the 
summer 2004 issue of Valpo Journal of Chinese and Japanese 
Studies. Professor Zhimin Lin of political science and Chinese 
and Japanese Studies Program will teach this course. 
 
Prerequisites: This research seminar is open to all majors. 
However, to register for the course, a student must: 1) have 
completed or audited at least one course on East Asia (e. g., 
HIST 240) prior to spring 2004; 2) receive recommendation 
from his/her academic advisor; and, 3) receive approval from 
professor Lin.  
 
Enrollment:  Enrollment will be limited to 12. 
 
Cost: The Chinese and Japanese Studies Program will use the 
Freeman grant to cover most of the costs of field research trips 
including international travel, meals/lodging in China, and 
other research-related expenses. There is a $400.00 fee per 
student to cover the rest. 
 
Language Training: While there is no formal language 
requirement, participants of this research seminar are strongly 
recommended to take Chinese language classes offered in the 
fall or spring; or to take the intensive evening Chinese 
language classes to be offered in spring 2004. While 
conducting field research in China, several Chinese graduate 
students will be hired as research partners and translators. 
 
Who Should Apply: This seminar provides an excellent 
opportunity for upper-level VU students who are interested 
and highly motivated in cross-cultural analysis, hands-on 
research experiences, and/or exploring the relevance of his/her  
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field of study in the context of a changing society such as 
China.   
 
Registration: Due to the need for advanced planning and 
preparation, pre-registration consultation with professor Lin is 
required. Professor Lin plans to have a complete list of 
participants by October 31, 2003. If you are interested in this 
course or want to know more about the seminar, please contact 
professor Lin (5749, Zhimin.lin@valpo.edu) or return the 
information sheet to his office (330 Huegli) immediately.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Faculty File 
 

Professor Zhenhu Jin (with Tim Query) published an article, 
"Waking Tiger", in Best's Review, Insurance Issue and 
Analysis, August 2003. Dr. Jin also presented two papers: 
"Business Restructure and Firm Performance -Evidence from 
Publicly Traded Firms in China" at the Academy of 
Accounting and Financial Studies 2003 Conference and, “The 
Impact of Business Restructure on Firm Performance  -An 
Empirical Study of Publicly Traded Firms in China” at the 
American Academy of Accounting and Finance annual 
meeting in December 2002. Professor Jin was appointed to be 
a member on the Editorial Board of the Journal of Academy of 
Financial Studies for two years starting in 2003. 
 
Professor Sanae Eda will attend and present a paper, 
“Building Instructional Multimedia Software in a Higher 
Education Setting" at EDUCAUSE 2003 in November 2003. 
 
Professor Brent Whitefield presented a paper, “Conversion 
and Chinese Scholars" at the Yale-Edinburgh Conference on 
the History of Mission and Christianity in the Non-Western 
World in New Haven in July. 
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After graduating in May, Nate Ruhter 03’ and Elizabeth 
Sims 03’ have accepted invitations to teach English in 
Zhanjiang, China starting in September 2003. 
 
Using a Fulbright scholarship, Jessica Pleuss 03’ will travel to 
China in December/January to carry out a research project 
before beginning graduate school at the Institute of Child 
Development of University of Minnesota.  
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After receiving his master’s  degree in modern Chinese studies 
from Oxford University, Ryan Murray  00’ was accepted into 
the Peace Corp for a two-year assignment in Kiev, Ukraine. 
 
 *  *  * 

Japan Club in Action 
 
Japan Club held its election in last May. The new officers 
are: 
 

 Lauren Davison – president 
   Brendan Lapsley – vice president 
   Tina Elkins – Treasury 
   Mandy Newton – secretary 
 
At its bi-weekly meeting on 9/1, the Club decided to sponsor a 
number of activities this fall. They include: 
 

Anime Night – Mondays, 8:00-11:00 PM (Meier 143) 
Lunch meetings to practice Japanese 

Trip to Mitsuwa (a Japanese market in Arlington Heights) 
Saturday lunches at House of Kobe (Merrillville) 

 
If you are interested in these activities and want to get 
involved in Japan Club, please contact Lauren Davison ASAP 
(Lauren.Davison@valpo.edu). 
 

Hangzhou Study Program Offered in Spring 2004! 
 
VU will offer a 2004 Spring Hangzhou Study Program 
instead. Participants of this program to replace the 2003 fall 
program that was cancelled due the outbreak of SARS. 
Participants of the spring program will depart for China on 
January 3 and return to the US on May 12. If you are 
interested in the program and/or want to have more 
information, please contact Dr. Hugh McGuigan (5333) or 
professor Zhimin Lin (5749) for more information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s note: This is the monthly newsletter published by the Chinese and 
Japanese Studies Program. For comments or if you want to be put on or taken 
off the mailing list, please contact professor Lin Zhimin.Lin@valpo.edu. 

Chinese Noodle Lunch Is Back! 
 
The weekly Chinese noodle lunch has resumed on 9/2 and will 
be every Tuesday from 11:00 to 11:50. Students attending the 
lunches will be divided into several tables with a mix of first-
year and second-year or advanced Chinese language students 
to sample Chinese dishes while practicing Chinese. If you 
want to participate, please contact professor Jianyun Meng 
(6771, Jianyun.meng@valpo.edu). 
 
 *  *  * 

CHINESE & JAPANESE STUDIES FACULTY 
 

Prof. James Bernard (Economics) 5045 
Prof. Paul Brietzke (law) 465-7875 

Prof. Sanae Eda (Foreign Language) 5311 
Prof. Zhenhu Jin (C. of Business Admin) 7957 

Prof. Fred Kavanagh (Japanese) , on leave  
Prof. Zhimin Lin, Chair (Pol. Sci.) 5749 

Prof. Ted Ludwig (Theology) 5303 
Prof. Jianyun Meng (Chinese) 6771 

Prof. James Nelson (Psychology) 5442 
Prof. Jaishankar Raman (Economics) 6814 

Prof. Brent Whitefield (History) 6965 
 

Office of International Studies 
Prof. Hugh McGuigan, Director, 5333  
Holly Singh, Assistant Director, 5333 

Pam Zakrzewski, Secretary, 5333 
 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������
 

 
 

Kim Brodin  tried out her Chinese calligraphy skill in Lanting, 
Zhejiang during last March’s field research trip to China. The 
field trip was part of the research seminar, EA 390/CC325, 
Cross-cultural Analysis: China, offered in spring 2003. 
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