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CJSP majors Bethany Birch, Catherine Gurinsky, Jared Hahn, 
Anthony Lance, and Laura Van’t Land will graduate in May. 
Congratulations! We were fortunate to have them over the last 
few years and thankful for their contribution to our program! 
 
After spending sometime in China this summer, Bethany, 
Anthony, and Laura will come back to VU in the fall to pursue 
their Masters of Arts in Chinese Studies. Cat will also return 
to VU to pursue a graduate degree in education. Jared is 
looking for a job involving GIS, remote sensing, urban 
planning, or IT that will also take advantage of his geography 
major. After working for a few years in the US, he hopes to 
“move back to China” to work there for 10-15 years.  
 
Stanley Chiu who is an IECA major but has been heavily 
involved in Chinese Studies will also graduate in May. He will 
spend time in China this summer and beyond in search of a 
job that use his bilingual skills. 
 
Good luck to all the graduating seniors! We look forward to 
hearing good stories from you! 
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This summer and fall, a large number of VU students and 
faculty will travel to China to study or to visit cultural cites. 
They include: 

8 Students to Study in China This Fall 

 

Valpo students Matthew Cavin, Dana Dutcher, Daryl Kapp, 
Cana Laska, Matthew Olsen, David Taylor, Allison Tong, and 
David Wright will study at Zhejiang University in Hangzhou 
this fall. They will be in China from early September to late 
December. During this time, students will tour Xi’an and  

 

Beijing and have a week for individual travel, in addition to 
studying intensive Chinese and other courses. Prof. Gregory 
Hume (Math and Computer Science) will serve as the 
Resident Director and teach a course – History and Survey of 
Math in China – there. If you are interested in the program, 
contact Dr. McGuigan (5333) of Office of International 
Studies. 

 
19 Students to Participate in the 2006 Summer 

Courses in China Program 

Professors John Ruff (English) and James Stuck (CBA) will 
lead 19 VU students in China this summer. The group will 
leave from Valpo to Shanghai on May 22 and spend the next 
five and a half weeks taking classes, working for internships, 
and visiting both Shanghai and Beijing. The participants for 
the 2006 Summer Courses in China Program are: April Barnes, 
Elizabeth Beyer, Lisa Gately, Elizabeth Graham, Christopher 
Hammer, Michael Hansen, Erik Horton, David Kranich, Matt 
LBarbera, Rishab Malhotra, Benjamin Nice, Lisa Shroeck, Jon 
Shanklin, Adam Shorts, Thomas Siepman, William Swafford, 
Francesco Vissagio, Michael Wagner, and Liberty Ziegahn.  
 

46 VU Faculty and Their Spouses to Visit 
Western China in May/June 

�
For fifteen days, 46 VU Faculty and their spouses as well as 
five faculty members from LCCC (Lutheran Colleges’ China 
Consortium) will take an action-packed tour to Western China. 
They will arrive in Beijing, travel to Tibet, fly to Xi’an, go to 
Dunhuang, take a train to Xinjiang before they arrive in 
Hangzhou and return to the US from Shanghai. All this will be 
done in 15 days.  Quite a trip! 
 
The faculty participants are: Katherine Antommaria-Ingham, 
Buzz Berg, Susan Breckenridge, Leroy Christ, Mary Christ, 
James Combs, Gene Evans, Margaret Franson, Marcia 
Gienapp, Michael Glass, Benjamin Huddle, Renu Jenuja, 
James Kingsland, Guru Khalsa, Frederick Langrehr, Rosalie 
Levinson, Michael Longan, Arlin Meyer, Seymour Moskowitz, 
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Kathleen Mullen, John Steven Paul, Wendy Pirie, David 
Rowland, Barbara Schmidt, Jonathan Schoer, Moninder Singh, 
Bradley Skippon, John Steffen, Ann Trost, Merlyn Vocke, 
Harry Wilson, and Edward Gaffney. Professor Lin will serve 
as the tour leader. 
 

4 Students to Conduct Research in China 
 
Bethany Birch, Carl Boschert, Stanley Chiu, and Laura Van’t 
Land will conduct a three-week research project on Chinese 
perceptions of the rise of China and its impact on Sino-US 
relations. 
 

28 Students/K-12 Teachers to participate in 
Summer Immersion Program 

28 college students and K-12 teachers from all the country 
will participate in the first-ever VU-sponsored summer 
immersion program in China from June 25 to August 13, 2006.   
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Don’t Let Your Chinese/Japanese Become ��������  Over the 
Summer! �� : luo4 hou4 adj. Backwards. Remember all of 
those characters that you studied hard to remember for Prof. 
Meng’s test? No??! Then you have got to start reading and 
using these tips right away. 
 
1. Try to think in Chinese as much as you can. Use Chinese 
expressions instead of English ones as you think to yourself while 
lazying around the house this summer. Examples: �� : zao1 gao1 
adj. horrible mess, awful. 
 
2. Read Chinese. Professor Meng has many books in Chinese 
ranging from classical poetry to contemporary politics for anyone 
who wants to borrow. www.newsinchinese.com is a good site for 
students who would like to read original Chinese newspaper texts. 
This site is a standout because it offers mouseover English definitions 
for all Chinese words  

 
chineseflagship.byu.edu/stu.disc_links.html is site offering links to 
Chinese websites on huge array of topics ranging from geography 
and law to technology news. 
 
3. Keep a Chinese journal. It’s much more fun than keeping an 
English one and allows you to easily practice your characters. If a 
journal is still not your thing, then keep in contact with your Chinese 
friends at this school. They would be happy to exchange email or 
instant messages with you in Chinese. 
 

4. A Kanji a Day: Keeping Up with Japanese. There are 
approximately 3 months to summer, with about 4 weeks a month that 
gives you 84 days to learn 84 kanji! The Kanji a Day method is an 
easy way to keep up with your character learning since you can start 
off your morning with your new kanji and then have it in your head 
the rest of the day, contemplating ways of remembering it, writing it, 
and reading it, and then in the evening spend some time further 
committing the character to memory. I would recommend this site: 
http://www.kanji-a-day.com/index.php. It helps you practice for the 
JLPT (Japanese Language Proficiency Test) so you can choose the 
Kanji a Day for the right level to suit your needs. Level 4 is the 
easiest with 1 being the hardest. You can even register on this site 
and save kanji you have troubles with! 

A good website to aid your reading of Japanese sites is 
www.rikai.com. It will make kanji show up with definitions and 
pronunciation on websites that you are lost on. Check it out! A good 
newspaper you can try your hand at is Asahi Shinbun, which also has 
an English version. For the Japanese go to www.asahi.com; for the 
English version, go to www.asahi.com/english. 
 

IECA Presentations on China 
Stanley Chiu and Laura Van’t Land presented their senior IECA 
papers at 8:00 PM, April 25, at Kade-Dusenberg Hall. Stanley’s 
project covered how globalization changes cultures and how the 
Chinese government attempts to control this change in Chinese 
culture, while Laura shared her results on globalization’s effects on 
income inequality in China. 
 

Education in China 

During spring break, Professor Lin led Bethany Birch, Stanley Chiu, 
Cat Gurinsky, Cana Laska, and Sarah Weight in a research trip in 
China to learn about China’s education system. Since returning, the 
students have written their impressions of their focus school and have 
begun compiling survey data. Preliminary analysis of the survey data 
reveals that most high school students are looking to complete 
graduate school, though their career aspirations do not require such a 
high level of education. According to our surveys, the average 10th 
grade student studies more than ten hours per day.  While most 
students think their teachers are good, many complain about the 
overwhelming focus on testing, lack of free time, and little 
opportunity to put what they study into practice and just the sheer 
demand from school work as you can see why from this picture.  

 

 


