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Spring research in Japan. Blain Keller, Philip Lohrman, Elyse Radakovich, 
Gwen Powell, Dannielle Radoe, Jenna Johnson, Cana Laska, Cat Hoffman, 
and Professors Prough (Humanities & East Asian Studies) and George Pati 
(Theology) spent 11 days in Japan researching a variety of topics related to 
cultural memory of Japan. The photo was taken at Himeji Castle. A detailed 
report of the trip by Cat Hoffman is on page 3 of this newsletter. 
 

CJSP News/Sponsored Events 
 

Public Lecture by Dr. Keith Schoppa 
 
April 18 (Friday), at the invitation of the Confucius Institute at 
Valparaiso University and CJSP, world-renowned author and 
professor, Dr. Keith Schoppa will deliver two lectures at VU.  
 
From 3:30 to 4:30 PM, Dr. Schoppa will give a lecture, “The 
Sea of Bitterness: Memory and the Psychological State of 
Chinese Refugees--the Case of Feng Zikai," at the Colloquium 
in Chinese and Japanese Studies. The Colloquium will be held 
in Mueller Hall 140. 
 
From 7:00 to 8:30PM, Dr. Schoppa will deliver a lecture, 
“Battling Bubonic Plague: How Chinese Localities Dealt with 
Japanese Biological Weapon Attacks", to the general public. 
The lecture will be held in Room 234 of Neils Science 
Building. A reception in his honor will follow. Attendance is 
free and open to the public. 
 
Dr. Keith Schoppa taught at Valparaiso University from 1968 
to 1998 including serving as the chair of the History  
 

 
Department from 1979 to 1998 and chair of the Chinese and 
Japanese Studies Program from 1987 to 1998. Since 1998, he 
has served as Doehler Chair of Asian History at Loyola 
College of Maryland. 
 
A world-renowned scholar of modern Chinese history, Dr. 
Schoppa has published numerous books and articles including 
Blood Road: the Mystery of Shen Dingyi in Revolutionary 
China that won the 1997 Joseph Levenson Prizes in Twentieth 
Century China by the Association of Asian Studies. 
 
Dr. Schoppa was the main driving force behind the 
establishment and growth of the East Asian Studies Program 
at VU (changed name to Chinese and Japanese Studies 
Program in 1994) and the Hangzhou Fall Study Program.  
 

             More Grants from US Department of 
Education to Boost Chinese Studies at VU 

 
Valparaiso University is the recipient of a four-year, $378,768 
grant from the US Department of Education under the 
Fulbright-Hays Group Projects Abroad Program. The grant, 
which will be managed by the Office of Graduate Studies and 
the Master of Arts in Chinese Studies Program, will help to 
run a summer advanced Chinese program in Hangzhou, China 
from 2008 through 2011. The summer program, which had 
been sponsored by VU in 2006 and 2007 as a pilot program, 
will attract up to 24 participants each year nationwide who 
have studied at least two years of Chinese at college level and 
are committed to achieve functional fluency in Chinese 
required in professions from teaching to government position 
to business. The Fulbright-Hays Group Project Abroad 
Program annually awards some 40 projects to universities or 
educational institutions across the nation, only five of which 
normally have a focus on Asia. By receiving the four-year 
grant, VU becomes the first college to have the honor of 
receiving such funding three years in a row.  
 
Application for the 2008 Summer Advanced Chinese Program 
is well underway. There are still a few spaces available. For 
more information of the program and about the application 
procedure, please contact Ms. Jamie Haney, coordinator of the 
summer program as well as the Master of Arts in Chinese 
Studies Program (464-5313, Jamie.haney@valpo.edu) or visit 
http://www.valpo.edu/gce/graduate/programs/chinese_studies/
sacp.php.    
 

Cultural Memory in Japan Photography Exhibit   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Cultural Memory in Japan Photography Exhibit  - Opening 
Reception: April 19th, 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM, Mueller Hall 
Gallery. Please join us at the reception!!! 
 
The exhibit will be available from April 12 – June 30. For 
more information, please contact Prof. Jennifer Prough at 219-
464-5492 or Jennifer.prough@valpo.edu. 



 
CHINESE & JAPANESE STUDIES April 2008 PAGE 2 
 

 2 

Curry Dinner . April 19th, starting at 5:00 PM, Huegli Hall 
 
Tickets for the Curry Dinner are now on sale at the Union 
information desk for $3.  Space is limited; so get your tickets 
soon. For questions, contact Blain Keller, president of the 
Japanese Club (blain.keller@valpo.edu) 
   

Last Call for Applicants for the 
2008 Fall Hangzhou Study Program 

 
Anyone interested in the 2008 Fall Hangzhou Study Program 
(resident director, Dr. John Ruff, English) should contact the 
Office of International Studies right away.  
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Chinese Language 
FLC 101A: Beginning Chinese I 
MTRF 2:00 PM – 2:50 PM, 4cr, Prof. Meng 
 
FLC 203A: Intermediate Chinese I 
MTRF  12:55 PM – 1:45 PM, 4cr, Prof. Meng 
 
FLC 305A: Advanced Chinese I 
MTR 6:30 PM – 7:50PM, 4cr, Prof. Meng 
 
FLJ 481V: Cooperative Ed in Chinese I* 
TBA TBA, 0.5-3cr, Staff 
 
FLC 486V: Internship in Chinese* 
TBA TBA, 1-4cr, Staff  
 
FLC 495V: Supervised Reading & Research in Chinese* 
TBA TBA, 1-4cr, Staff 
 
FLC 531EVX/CHST 531EVX: Cont Chinese in Mass Media I 
MTR 4:30 PM – 5:40PM, 4cr, Prof Ridgway 
 
FLC 607X: Intensive Fourth Year Chinese 
MTRF  10:05 AM – 11:10 AM, 5cr, Prof. Ridgway 
 

Japanese Language 
FLJ 101A: Beginning Japanese I 
MTWR  2:00 PM – 2:50 PM, 4cr, Prof. Kavanagh 
 
FLJ 203A: Intermediate Japanese I 
MTWR  11:50 AM – 12:40 PM, 4cr, Prof. Kavanagh 
 
FLJ 305A: Advanced Japanese I 
MTWR 10:10 AM – 11:00 AM, 4cr, Prof. Kavanagh 
 
FLJ 481V: Cooperative Ed in Japanese I* 
TBA TBA, 0.5-3cr, Staff 
 
FLJ 486V: Internship in Japanese* 
TBA TBA, 1-4cr, Staff 
 
FLJ 495V: Supervised Reading & Research in Japanese* 
TBA TBA, 1-4cr, Staff 
 

History 
HIST 240A: Intro to East Asian Culture 

MWF 2:00 PM – 2:50 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
HIST 341EV: Rev. & Roots: Making of Modern China 
TR 6:30 PM – 7:45 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
HIST 393EVX/EAST 390BX: History Through Film: Asia 
M 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
HIST 541EV: Rev. & Roots: Making of Modern China 
TR 6:30 PM – 7:45 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
HIST 593EVX: History Through Film: Asia 
M 6:30 PM – 9:15 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
HIST 210A: World in the Twentieth Century 
TR 2:50PM – 4:05PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 

Master of Arts in Chinese Studies (MACS) 
CHST 531EVX/FLC 531EVX: Cont Chinese in Mass Media I 
MTR 4:30 PM – 5:40 PM, 4cr, Prof. Ridgway 
 
CHST 590AX: Public Policy in China 
MW 3:05 PM – 4:20 PM, 3cr, Prof. Lin 
(Cross-listed w/ EAST 390AX, CHST 590AX, & ICP 590AX) 
 
CHST 590BX/HIST 393EV: History Through Film: Asia 
M 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
CHST 607X/FLC 607X: Intensive 4th Year Chinese I 
MTRF 10:05 AM – 11:10 AM, 5cr, Prof. Ridgway 
 
CHST 696A: Graduate Seminar in Chinese Studies* 
TBA TBA, 0.5cr, Prof. Lin 
 

Political Science 
POLS 490BX: Public Policy in China 
MW 3:05PM – 4:20PM, 3cr, Prof. Lin 
(Cross-listed w/ EAST 390AX, CHST 590AX, & ICPAX) 
 
POLS 493A: Senior Seminar in Political Science 
TR 3:05 PM – 4:20 PM, 3cr, Prof. Lin 
 

Economics 
ECON 326A: International Economics 
TR 1:20 PM - 2:35 PM, 3cr, Prof. Raman 
 
ECON 626A: International Trade & Economics 
TR 11:50AM – 1:05PM, 3cr, Prof. Raman 
 

East Asia 
EAST 386V: Internship in Chinese & Japanese Studies 
TBA TBA, 1-4 cr, Prof. Lin 
 
EAST 390AX: Public Policy in China  
MW 3:50 PM – 4:20PM, 3cr, Prof. Lin 
(Cross-listed w/ POLS 490BX, CHST 590AX, & ICP 590AX) 
 
EAST 390 BX/HIST 393EV: History Through Film: Asia  
M 6:30 PM – 9:30 PM, 3cr, Prof. Whitefield 
 
EAST 493A: East Asian Senior Seminar*  
TBA TBA, 3cr, Prof. Lin 
 
EAST 495V: Supervised Reading & Research 
TBA TBA, 1-3cr, Prof. Lin 
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EAST 499A: Coll in Chinese & Japanese Studies 
F 3:30 PM – 4:30 PM, 0.5cr, Prof. Prough*  
 
International Service 
GLST 150A: Global Perspectives 
TR 2:50 PM-4:05 PM, 3cr, Schaefer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students travel to Japan for Valparaiso 
University Class – Cat Hoffman 

 
Students enrolled in Cultural Memory in Japan had an 
opportunity for hands-on experience with Japanese culture by 
spending their spring break in Japan.  Under the instruction of 
Professor Jennifer Prough (Christ College), seven 
undergraduate students and one graduate student traveled to 
Kyoto, Japan at the beginning of March.  All students had 
individual research projects which they were researching 
during the trip, such as “The Contemporary Japanese Family,” 
“The Emperor in the Twentieth Century,” “Samurai Spirit and 
World War II,” among others.  In addition, Professor George 
Pati, from the Theology Department, attended the trip in order 
to enrich his course on East Asian Religions.  
 

 

 
 

The Children’s Memorial in Hiroshima. If you’ve ever sent cranes to 
Japan, this is likely the place they were sent to.  

 
Thanks to a seven day Japan Railways pass, the group was 
able to enjoy day trips to Hiroshima, Himeji, and Tokyo, on 
the Shinkansen (Bullet Train). On the day the class traveled to 
Hiroshima, they spent the morning visiting the atomic bomb 
dome, Peace Park, children’s memorial and museum, and they 
were able to spend the evening on Miyajima Island, which is 
famous for the Itsukushima shrine.  
 
A separate day was spent taking the Shinkansen all the way to 
Tokyo, where the class saw a traditional Kabuki play, 
Yasakuni Shrine (which honors to those who have died in 
wars Japan has fought in), Harajuku (the youth capital of 
Tokyo), and Ginza (a very modern section of Tokyo).  A final  
day trip took the class to the town of Himeji, where the 
famous Himeji Castle still remains in its preserved state.  The 
town is also home to Engyoji Temple, a large mountain shrine, 
which required a trip on a cable car as well as a 20-minute 
hike. Moviegoers would recognize sections of this temple as a 
filming location for The Last Samurai. 
 
Back in Kyoto, an ancient capital, students visited numerous 
shrines and temples to including Kiyomizu-dera, Kodaji, 
Kinkakuji (The Golden Pavilion), Nanzenji, Heian Jingu, 
Yasuka Jinja, and Fushimi Inari Taisha. The latter is famous 
for the numerous vermillion torii gates highlighted in a scene 
from Memoirs of a Geisha.   
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I began my career here in Hangzhou about two months 
after graduation, right at the end of Chinese New 
Years.  As an International Business and Chinese/Japanese 
Studies double major, working in international marketing 
for a Chinese software firm is the most fitting job for 
me!  And since I teach English to many employees in 
addition to my marketing work, they have started giving 
me some private Chinese lessons several times a week in 
exchange, so it really is lucky for me to find such a great 
job! Hangzhou is a beautiful city, and I am really looking 
forward to living and working here for the next several 
years! 
 
Editor’s Note: This column is reserved for VU alumni, 
especially our CJS majors or those who participated in 
CJS-sponsored activities and want to share with us their 
stories. Please let us know how you are doing, VU alumni! 
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The Confucius Institute at Valparaiso University 
(CIVU) has started operations after the opening 
ceremony on February 13, 2008. For more 
information of CIVU, to join as a member of CIVU 
or to apply for various programs sponsored by CIVU, 
please contact the director of CIVU, Professor 
Jianyun Meng (x6771, Jianyun.meng@valpo.edu) or 
the manager of operations of CIVU, Veronica 
Edwards (veronica.edwards@valpo.edu). 

Write to Dr. Zhimin Lin (Zhimin.lin@valpo.edu ) 
for questions and comments! 
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A photo of Fushimi Inari Taisha in Kyoto 

 
In addition to the above mentioned places, the class also 
traveled to several cities near Kyoto, including Uji, Osaka, 
Nara, as well as Kansai Gaidai University, with which VU has 
an exchange program. Former Valparaiso University exchange 
students, Chiaki Ishihara and Ayako Naito, assisted the class 
in some of their excursions, as did current exchange student, 
Kaori Naka. Additionally, Kansai Gaidai University students 
also volunteered their time during the weekend to escort and 
translate for the class. One of the students assisting included 
Ken Takehura who will be studying abroad at Valparaiso 
University in the upcoming school year.  
 
The class will be featuring their photos in a photography 
exhibit in the Mueller Hall Gallery from April 12th through 
June 30th.  All are welcome to attend the opening reception 
which will occur on April 19th from 3:30 PM - 4:30 PM in the 
Christ College Commons, to be followed by the Japanese Club 
Curry Dinner. The opening reception is free to all, and the 
curry dinner tickets will be on sale, at a nominal fee, from the 
Valparaiso University Union Information Desk.   
 
All in all, the trip was an educational experience and unique 
opportunity for students of Valparaiso University.  The 
Chinese and Japanese Studies Program at VU offers similar 
research trips to China or Japan on a yearly basis. 
 
 

 
Itsukushima Shrine, on the island of Miyajima, is famous for this torii gate 

which stands in the water.  
 

Chinese and Japanese Studies Administrative Committee 
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Office assistants (Spring 2008):  
Jessica Moy, Jason Qiu, & John Zhang  
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The Chinese and Japanese Studies Program was founded in 
1987. It was initially called the East Asian Studies Program. 
In 1994, it was renamed the Chinese and Japanese Studies 
Program. Over the last twenty years, CJSP has grown into a 
program that offers three years of Chinese and Japanese, a 
variety of courses from 8 academic disciplines, and has over 
30 majors and minors. For more information about the 
Chinese and Japanese Studies Program at Valparaiso 
University, visit www.valpo.edu/cjsp.  

Words from 2008 Beijing Olympics 
Volunteer, Derik Bron (MACS, ‘08):  

 
This summer, I will be volunteering for the Beijing 
Olympics. Specifically, I will be working with a 
translation team at the language facility in Qingdao, 
the center for the regatta sailing events. This 
opportunity was presented to me at the suggestion of 
Yang Yan, a native of Qingdao and an excellent 
contributor to the MACS program. As I close up with 
the final stretch of my master’s at VU, this rare 
opportunity at the Olympics will indeed be the 
ultimate test to see if I have the aptitude to work in a 
Chinese-speaking environment. Following my 
graduation in December 2008, I plan to pursue work 
in China.  If you have questions, please feel free to 
contact me at diederik.bron@valpo.edu. 
 


