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Three Countries in Thirteen DaysThree Countries in Thirteen Days
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First Stop: Zaragoza SpainFirst Stop: Zaragoza Spain
•• Located in the AragLocated in the Aragóón region (approximately n region (approximately 

halfway between Madrid and Barcelona)halfway between Madrid and Barcelona)
•• Situated on the River EbroSituated on the River Ebro
•• Population: 700,000Population: 700,000
•• Strong Roman, Christian and Muslim historyStrong Roman, Christian and Muslim history



44

ZaragozaZaragoza’’ s Roman Heritage s Roman Heritage 
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Churches of ZaragozaChurches of Zaragoza
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Plaza del PilarPlaza del Pilar
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Rio Ebro and Expo Zaragoza 2008Rio Ebro and Expo Zaragoza 2008
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AljaferAljaferíía Palacea Palace
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My Favorite Views of ZaragozaMy Favorite Views of Zaragoza
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Universidad de ZaragozaUniversidad de Zaragoza
•• Public university founded in Public university founded in 

15421542
•• 40,000 Students in 22 40,000 Students in 22 

FacultiesFaculties
•• Approximately 1,000 Approximately 1,000 

international students (many international students (many 
through the European through the European 
Erasmus program)Erasmus program)

•• Four Campuses in ZaragozaFour Campuses in Zaragoza
–– Main CampusMain Campus
–– Rio Ebro (Business, Eng.)Rio Ebro (Business, Eng.)
–– VeterinaryVeterinary
–– EconomicsEconomics
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Centro PolitCentro Politéécnico Superior (CPS)cnico Superior (CPS)
•• University of ZaragozaUniversity of Zaragoza’’ s Engineering Schools Engineering School

–– Offers BachelorOffers Bachelor’’ s, Masters, Master’’ s and PhD degrees in s and PhD degrees in 
Mechanical and Electrical Engineering and Mechanical and Electrical Engineering and 
ArchitectureArchitecture

–– Large research facilities  Large research facilities  
•• Located in Northern Zaragoza on the Rio Ebro  Located in Northern Zaragoza on the Rio Ebro  

campus (accessible by bus)campus (accessible by bus)
•• 3,000 engineering and 4,000 engineering 3,000 engineering and 4,000 engineering 

technology studentstechnology students
•• Classes follow European model (course grade = Classes follow European model (course grade = 

final exam score)final exam score)
•• All courses are in SpanishAll courses are in Spanish
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Centro PolitCentro Politéécnico Superior (CPS)cnico Superior (CPS)
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Centro PolitCentro Politéécnico Superior (CPS)cnico Superior (CPS)
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Centro PolitCentro Politéécnico Superior (CPS)cnico Superior (CPS)
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Centro PolitCentro Politéécnico Superior (CPS)cnico Superior (CPS)
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Second Stop: La Rochelle, FranceSecond Stop: La Rochelle, France
•• Located on the western coast about 500km from Located on the western coast about 500km from 

ParisParis
•• Population: 80,000Population: 80,000
•• Strong link to the sea (large commercial port, Strong link to the sea (large commercial port, 

water sports, tourism, aquarium)water sports, tourism, aquarium)
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La Rochelle SitesLa Rochelle Sites
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La Rochelle La Rochelle –– Port CityPort City
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La Rochelle SkylineLa Rochelle Skyline
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CathCathéédrale Saintdrale Saint--Louis de la RochelleLouis de la Rochelle
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Market in La RochelleMarket in La Rochelle
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My Favorite Views of La RochelleMy Favorite Views of La Rochelle
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La Rochelle School of La Rochelle School of 
Engineering (EIGSI)Engineering (EIGSI)
•• Private engineering school based on the Private engineering school based on the grandes grandes éécolescoles

model.model.
–– Established in 1990 (traced back to School of Electrical and Established in 1990 (traced back to School of Electrical and 

Mechanical Industry of Paris Established in 1901)Mechanical Industry of Paris Established in 1901)
–– Approximately 700 studentsApproximately 700 students

•• Curriculum (5Curriculum (5--Year Program):Year Program):
–– First 3.5 years all students take general courses in mechanical First 3.5 years all students take general courses in mechanical and and 

electrical engineering, business, English, and math/science.electrical engineering, business, English, and math/science.
–– Final 1.5 years spent in specialization (Energy & Environment, Final 1.5 years spent in specialization (Energy & Environment, 

Mechatronics, Design and Industrialization of Mechanical Mechatronics, Design and Industrialization of Mechanical 
Systems, Network Integration & Information systems, Systems, Network Integration & Information systems, 
Management & Engineering of Industrial Systems, Building and Management & Engineering of Industrial Systems, Building and 
Public Works)Public Works)

•• Coursework:Coursework:
–– ModuleModule--Based (classes can be one week to entire semester long)Based (classes can be one week to entire semester long)
–– Three types of classes (Large Lecture, Problem Sessions, Three types of classes (Large Lecture, Problem Sessions, 

Laboratories)Laboratories)
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EIGSIEIGSI
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EIGSIEIGSI
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EIGSIEIGSI
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TJ Rydeen (VIEPTJ Rydeen (VIEP--French)French)
•• Studying one full year at Studying one full year at 

EIGSIEIGSI
–– Fall 2009 Semester: General Fall 2009 Semester: General 

fourth year coursesfourth year courses
–– Spring 2010 Semester: Design Spring 2010 Semester: Design 

of Mechanical Systems of Mechanical Systems 
(Dominante)(Dominante)

•• Possible internship (stage) Possible internship (stage) 
during this summer through during this summer through 
EIGSIEIGSI

•• Took fourTook four--week intensive week intensive 
language course at Sup de Co language course at Sup de Co 
(neighboring business school) (neighboring business school) 
before beginning studies.before beginning studies.



2828

Third Stop: Reutlingen, GermanyThird Stop: Reutlingen, Germany
•• Located in the state of BadenLocated in the state of Baden--WWüürttmemberg 40 rttmemberg 40 

km south of Stuttgartkm south of Stuttgart
•• Population: 110,000Population: 110,000
•• ““ Gateway to the Swabian AlbGateway to the Swabian Alb””
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Reutlingen SitesReutlingen Sites
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Reutlingen SkylineReutlingen Skyline
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My Favorite Views of ReutlingenMy Favorite Views of Reutlingen



3232

Reutlingen UniversityReutlingen University

•• Established in 1885 as a School of WeavingEstablished in 1885 as a School of Weaving
•• PublicPublicHochschule Hochschule (Business and Engineering) (Business and Engineering) 

since 1971since 1971
–– Approximately 4,000 StudentsApproximately 4,000 Students
–– 25% are international students25% are international students
–– Awarded Awarded ““ Die internationale Hochschule 2010Die internationale Hochschule 2010””

•• BachelorBachelor’’ s and Masters and Master’’ s degrees in mechanical s degrees in mechanical 
engineering and mechatronics.engineering and mechatronics.

•• VIEPVIEP--German students:German students:
–– take at least one engineering course from the universitytake at least one engineering course from the university
–– participate in Valpoparticipate in Valpo’’ s study abroad program in the fall s study abroad program in the fall 

(other classes and group trips) (other classes and group trips) 
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Reutlingen University in MarchReutlingen University in March



3434

Reutlingen UniversityReutlingen University
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Reutlingen University DormsReutlingen University Dorms
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Erin Dillon (VIEPErin Dillon (VIEP--German)German)
•• Fall Course at RU: Fall Course at RU: 

Alternative EnergyAlternative Energy
•• Spring/Summer Internship: Spring/Summer Internship: 

Reutlingen Reutlingen StadthalleStadthalle
Project GroupProject Group

•• Main Responsibilities:Main Responsibilities:
–– Site documentationSite documentation
–– Advertising on construction Advertising on construction 

sitesite
•• Participates in most group Participates in most group 

meetingsmeetings

StadtHalle Construction Site Progress from City of 
Reutlingen Website

ErinErin’’ s Blog from Germany s Blog from Germany 
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Reutlingen Stadthalle ProjectReutlingen Stadthalle Project
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Jon Larson (VIEPJon Larson (VIEP--German)German)
•• Fall Course at RU: Alternative Energy Fall Course at RU: Alternative Energy 
•• Spring/Summer Internship: WafiosSpring/Summer Internship: Wafios
•• Rotations:Rotations:

–– First: Developing documents for wire and tube First: Developing documents for wire and tube 
trade show in Dtrade show in Düüsseldorf April 12sseldorf April 12--1616

–– Second: Understanding how apprentices are Second: Understanding how apprentices are 
trained trained 

JonJon’’ s Blog from Germany s Blog from Germany 
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Other VIEPOther VIEP--German InternshipsGerman Internships
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What I learned on my tripWhat I learned on my trip……..
•• Zaragoza is a good choice for the VIEPZaragoza is a good choice for the VIEP--Spanish Spanish 

programprogram
–– CPS offers plenty of student supportCPS offers plenty of student support
–– Full immersive environmentFull immersive environment
–– Beautiful city and regionBeautiful city and region
–– Easy transportation to other cities in SpainEasy transportation to other cities in Spain

•• EIGSI wants more students and to expand our EIGSI wants more students and to expand our 
relationshiprelationship

•• Reutlingen has plenty of internship opportunitiesReutlingen has plenty of internship opportunities
–– New Bosch Automotive Electronics plantNew Bosch Automotive Electronics plant
–– Wafios would like more VIEP internsWafios would like more VIEP interns


