Advanced German Courses: Fall 2009
Valparaiso University

FLGR 306 A German in the Media (4 credits)
MTW F 9:05 - 9:55 am DeMaris

Students will build on speaking, writing, reading, and listening skills in German while gaining an
overview of contemporary German media: newspapers, magazines, radio, television, film, and the
internet. Special emphasis this semester will be on television genres (how does a soap opera differ from
a newscast, culture magazine, sportscast, or cooking show, for example), on film (we'll screen one
German film and simultaneously learn about recent German history and cinematographic technique),
and on the internet (podcasting and social networking). Prerequisite is FLGR 204.

FLGR 353 A German Studies: Constructing a Modern Nation (3 credits)
MWF 10:10 - 11:00 am Bjornstad

Participants in this course will acquire a broad understanding of the political history of Germany,
Austria, and Switzerland from 1871 to the present while developing a close acquaintance with key
intellectual and aesthetic works from the time period. Literary readings will include Arthur Schnitzler’s
stream-of-consciousness narration Fréulein Else (in which Else’s parents attempt to sell a glimpse of her
naked in order to save the family from financial ruin) and Franz Kafka’s classic Die Verwandlung (in
which the protagonist awakes one morning to discover he has turned into a gigantic bug). We will also
explore a wide variety of other non-literary works, including paintings by the Blue Rider group,
Wagner’s operas and Schonberg’s twelve-tone music, Bauhaus architecture, and selections from Freud’s
writings. German will be the language of instruction and there will be opportunity to practice skills in
reading, writing, listening, and speaking. Prerequisite is FLGR 220.

FLGR 493 A Senior German Seminar (3 credits)
M W F 11:50 am - 12:40 pm DeMaris

"Artists Among Us: Art and the Art of Creation”
This capstone course allows senior German majors to hone their interpretive skills by examining a set of
German-language texts (e.g. prose fiction, essay, and film) that depict artists. The "artist" will be
understood broadly as someone who creates: painting, music, literature, or even -- in one diabolical case
-- perfume for the olfactory sense. What makes the artist? How does the artist create? Must the artist
compromise in some way in order to excel in creative abilities? These and other questions will be
explored as we read texts and screen films (our primary sources), read what other scholars have
suggested (secondary sources), and propose our own conclusions in discussion and writing.
Prerequisitie is senior standing, normally German majors only (minors considered).

Happy Sabbatical Leave to Prof. Malchow!



What about Study Abroad?

Study abroad in Reutlingen, Tiibingen, or Rottenburg (for students in German/Music whose music
specialty is organ) will be the best thing ever to happen to you. Plan ahead!
Speak with a German instructor ASAP; we can help determine which program (& when) is best for you.

What about a German Minor or Major?
Minor: 14 credits after German 203 (includes 204 and 220).

Major (with 2008, 2007, 2006 catalogs):
27 credits after German 203 (includes 204, 220, 493 and three of these four courses: 221, 222, 231, 232).

Major (with 2009 and later catalogs):
27 credits after German 203 (includes 204, 220, 351, 352, 353, and 493).

NB: Students who are using a catalog that requires three of (221, 222,231, 232) will be able to enroll in
the new courses (351, 352, 353). Substitutions will be authorized as needed.

Advanced German Courses for Upcoming Semesters

Fall Spring
2009/2010 306 German in the Media 220 Approaches to German Studies
353 German Studies: 271 German Drama Practicum
Constructing a Modern Nation 341 History of the German Language
493 Senior German Seminar 390 Seminar: Topic TBA
2010/2011 306 German in the Media 220 Approaches to German Studies
351 German Studies: 271 German Drama Practicum
The Middle Ages and Humanism 352 German Studies:
493 Senior German Seminar Enlightenment and Revolution

390 Seminar: Topic TBA

2011/2012 305 German for the Professions 220 Approaches to German Studies

351 German Studies: 271 German Drama Practicum
The Middle Ages and Humanism 352 German Studies:
493 Senior German Seminar Enlightenment and Revolution

390 Seminar: Topic TBA



