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Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future is a $250 million endowment campaign that will 
secure permanent support for student scholarships, faculty development, and programs that 
prepare students to lead and serve. Forever Valpo will be instrumental in transforming the 
University and transforming the people who learn here, and they in turn will transform the 
world in which they make their way.

Good programs will become great. Students who previously had 

not been able to afford Valpo will thrive in our classrooms. We 

will take crucial steps to build the faculty who will shape the 

Valpo experience for the next half-century. 

Forever Valpo builds on a legacy, it embraces possibility, and with 

the support of everyone for whom this University matters, it will 

shape our future — forever.

This issue of Advance is filled with stories and images about 

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future. Read about the 

Campaign priorities from the Campaign Executive Committee 

co-chairs, learn about the College of Engineering alumni who 

returned to Valpo as the faculty of the future, and view photos 

from the campus kickoff and regional events.

Be sure to visit valpo.edu/forevervalpo for the latest Campaign 

news and updates.
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PROGRESS:

Raised as of Dec. 31, 2016: $147,219,620 (Goal: $250,000,000)
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“Always remember this night. This is the night 
when good people came together to do great 
things for tomorrow!” — PRESIDENT MARK A. HECKLER

On a night to remember, Valparaiso University launched Forever 

Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future — a $250 million endowment 

campaign that will establish permanent support for scholarships, 

faculty development, and programs.

More than 2,000 members of the Valpo family attended the Sept. 

23, 2016, kickoff in the Athletics-Recreation Center (arc). The 

celebration ramped up when President Heckler was joined on 

stage by the Campaign co-chairs, a beat filled the arc, and led 

wristbands illuminated the audience. “Let’s celebrate Forever 

Valpo,” President Heckler declared as the curtain dropped for the 

Barenaked Ladies concert.

Since the campus launch, regional events have been held in Chicago 

and Las Vegas, with additional events scheduled in 2017. 
Forever Valpo Events

VALPARAISO, IND. 
September 23, 2016

CHICAGO 
November 12, 2016

LAS VEGAS 
November 22, 2016

PHOENIX 
January 27, 2017

MILWAUKEE 
February 2, 2017

NAPLES, FLA. 
February 11, 2017

DETROIT 
March 4, 2017

NEW YORK CITY  
March 31, 2017

CAMPAIGN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
CO-CHAIRS

Jay Christopher ’67, ’99h Joyce Hagen ’79 Robert Hansen Jr. ’82 Andy Nunemaker ’91

COMMITTEE MEMBERS

John Draheim ’64

Cynthia Felton ’75

John “Jack” Felton ’74

James Mueller ’72, ’75 j.d.

Paul Schrage ’57, ’96h

John Shelton ’80

Amy Vie ’89

Julie Tiede ’96 Winkler

Ronald Zech ’65

Larry Zimmerman ’70

HONORARY CO-CHAIRS

Connie Busse ’56 Ashline ’10h

Phyllis Buehner ’54    
 Duesenberg ’04h

Richard Duesenberg ’51, 
 ’53 j.d., ’01h

Robert Duesenberg ’51, 
 ’53 j.d., ’01h

Donald Fites ’56, ’98h

For more information on these events, call 219.464.5142 or go to valpo.edu/forevervalpo.
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Prepare Students to Lead and Serve
Bob Hansen ’82  |  Midland, Mich.
Preparing good people to do great things in a world that needs 

them — that is what a Valpo education is all about.

We all entered Valpo seeking something that we felt this University 

could uniquely provide. And it is not just one thing, it is all that 

Valparaiso University offers that makes it so special. The knowledge 

and spiritual growth we gained from experiences, both in and out of 

the classroom, is what developed us into who we are today.

Valpo took a chance on me, and in a wonderful environment that 

encouraged personal, intellectual, and spiritual growth, helped me 

become the person I am today — and 

it did the same for my wife Kathy.

We understand the positive impact 

that Valpo had on our lives and 

believe our support of Forever Valpo 

is an investment in the future 

of our University. It is an 

investment in the Valpo 

programs that prepare 

students for lives of 

leadership and service.

It is going to take an 

investment from all 

of us to truly make a 

difference. Together we 

can change the lives of 

students and help them 

become the kind of person 

 — the kind of leader — who 

does great things in a 

world that needs them.

Valparaiso University Values
Jay Christopher ’67, ’99h  |  Burr Ridge, Ill.
Valparaiso University’s values stand strong — yesterday, today, 

and, with your help, well into the future. 

Today in an ever-changing world, values seem to change to benefit 

each occasion. But Valpo’s have remained strong and constant. 

From the days of O.P. Kretzmann to President Mark Heckler, 

strong Lutheran Christian values have guided the administration, 

faculty, and students.

We all know Valpo as a faith-based institution — a great Lutheran 

University — filled with generational families, fellowship, and 

historical traditions. It is a University that develops 

students of promise into outstanding leaders 

that impact our church, our communities, 

and the world. Leaders who are anchored 

in faith and social values that make this 

world a better place to live.

To ensure that Valpo remains 

a place where generations 

of faith-based leaders and 

scholars continue to prepare 

for lives of leadership 

and service, we need the 

support of everyone for 

whom this University 

matters. Please join 

me and my family in 

supporting Forever 

Valpo: The Campaign 

for Our Future.

Why Forever Valpo
COMMENTS FROM THE CAMPAIGN CO-CHAIRS

Scholarships to Support Students of Promise
Andy Nunemaker ’91  |  Milwaukee
I grew up in a family that provided a lot of love but did not have much 

money. Valpo took a chance on me by providing the scholarship 

support that made it possible to attend this amazing institution.

At that time, I did not fully understand how the scholarships were 

funded — in other words, where the money came from. I later 

learned that a significant portion of the scholarships dollars are 

from alumni contributions. They come from graduates who have 

been touched by their Valpo experience and are blessed with the 

ability and desire to give back.

Their generosity changed my life, and that 

is why I am supporting Forever Valpo: The 

Campaign for Our Future. I want to make 

sure we have scholarship funds available that 

will guarantee every student who should 

be at Valpo, is at Valpo.

And that is what Forever Valpo is all about 

— ensuring that future generations of 

Valpo students will have the same 

opportunity. With your support, we 

will secure the resources to establish 

permanent support for student 

scholarships. It is my sincere hope 

that the collective generosity of 

the entire Valpo family will 

make that happen.

Support and Shape the Faculty of the Future 
Joyce Hagen ’79  |  Naples, Fla.
Do you remember the Valpo professor who believed in you, 

motivated you, and guided you to succeed at something you 

did not believe was possible? For me, it was a nursing professor 

who saw leadership qualities that I did not know existed. I was 

struggling in the class, did not feel like a leader, and was shocked 

when she strongly encouraged me to pursue my master’s degree. 

But that is what great teaching does. Not only do we learn, we 

are encouraged to grow, explore, and take on new opportunities. 

Because of my nursing professor, I continued my education and 

experienced a health care career that I never could have anticipated. 

We were all shepherded by brilliant faculty members who truly 

cared about us and transformed our 

lives in the process — and we have 

reached a watershed moment for 

that Valpo tradition to continue. 

Within the next 10 years, nearly 

half of the faculty will reach 

retirement age. 

 To continue their legacy, 

I invite you to join me and 

my husband, Don Fites, 

in supporting Forever 

Valpo. Your gift will be 

an investment in the 

faculty of the future and 

provide the resources to attract, 

retain, and develop the next 

generation of educators.
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ALUMNI RETURN TO THE COLLEGE OF 
ENGINEERING AS FACULTY

Valpo faculty are more than teachers — they are mentors, motivators, role models, 

leaders, practitioners, and people of faith whose work advances their disciplines 

as it elevates the lives of their students. Each Valpo graduate can recall a faculty 

member who inspired them and changed their life for the better.  

Many of our graduates were so inspired that 

they have returned to Valpo as members 

of the faculty. In fact, 30 percent of the 

University’s faculty members are alumni. 

They are found across the campus and 

teaching courses in each of the Colleges. 

Within the College of Engineering, Luke 

Venstrom ’07, Ph.D., Reva Johnson ’09, 

Ph.D., and Daniel Blood ’10, Ph.D., are 

colleagues in the mechanical engineering 

department. While they teach different 

courses, each of them understands the 

unique aspects of a Valpo education that 

is only gained by being a Valpo graduate. 

Luke is the most senior of the three and 

is now in his fourth year at Valpo. As 

he pursued his master’s (2010) and Ph.D. 

(2012) at the University of Minnesota, Luke 

intended to work at a national laboratory 

conducting solar research — until a 

different path was revealed. A teaching 

assistant assignment provided interest to 

becoming a university professor, and the 

2013 opening of the James S. Markiewicz 

Solar Energy Research Facility allowed that 

position to be at Valpo. “There isn’t a better 

institution in the country for me,” he says. 

The newest member of the mechanical 

engineering faculty, Reva Johnson is in 

her second year at Valpo. Much like Luke, 

she was drawn back by the opportunity 

to work within a new major at the College. 

Reva has a master’s (2014) and Ph.D. 

(2015) in biomedical engineering from 

Northwestern University and is teaching 

courses in Valpo’s new bachelor of science 

in bioengineering program. “I wanted to 

continue to play soccer in college, and the 

University provided the balance to succeed 

athletically and academically,” Reva 

says. “I have found the same support and 

opportunity to grow as a whole person in 

place for me now.”

Daniel Blood joined the mechanical 

engineering faculty in 2014 after earning 

his master’s (2012) and Ph.D. (2014) 

from the University of Florida. He says 

he accelerated his courses after learning 

Valpo would have an opening. “Once I 

knew I wanted to teach, Valpo was my 

dream job,” he says. The realization of 

his dream has had a positive impact on 

his students and some of the poorest parts 

of the world. He and a team of Valpo 

students traveled to Haiti to implement a 

solar-powered system that piped potable 

water to a children’s center.

Left to Right: Luke Venstrom ’07, Ph.D., 

Daniel Blood ’10, Ph.D., and Reva Johnson 

’09, Ph.D. 
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Eric Johnson ’87, Ph.D. 
B.S. Electrical Engineering 

Dean of the College of Engineering, 

Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Dan Blood ’10, Ph.D. 
B.S. Mechanical Engineering 

Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering

Reva Johnson ’09, Ph.D. 
B.S. Mechanical Engineering 

Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering

Bob Palumbo ’80, Ph.D. 
B.S. Mechanical Engineering 

Alfred W. Sieving Chair of Engineering, 

Professor of Mechanical Engineering

Doug Tougaw ’05 
MBA 

Department Chair, 

Leitha and Willard Richardson Professor of Engineering, 

Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering

Luke Venstrom ’07, Ph.D. 
B.S. Mechanical Engineering 

Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering

NEW ENDOWED FUNDS ESTABLISHED

Umbach Family Scholarship

Stephanie E. Umbach ’59, longtime assistant professor of library 

services, designated an estate gift of $1.8 million to establish the 

Umbach Family Endowed Scholarship Fund. For more than 75 years 

— beginning in 1931 when her father, Herbert, joined the faculty, 

through 2009 when Stephanie retired — an Umbach family member 

served as Valpo faculty.  

LCMS Pastoral Ministry and Chapel Programs

Valparaiso University has received a commitment from Shirley 

and Karl Kreft to establish endowed funds to support the 

Lutheran Church — Missouri Synod Pastoral Ministry and Chapel 

Programs. The fund will provide the resources to strengthen the 

impact of the ministry for the benefit of Valpo students and the 

broader community.

College of Business

Deborah “Deb” A. Tschetter ’71 Spannraft has generously 

committed nearly $1.4 million in support of the College of Business. 

She received her bachelor of science in business administration with 

a major in accounting from Valpo’s College of Business.

Unrestricted Endowment

Lesley “Les” K. Chapman ’77 has generously committed $1.1 

million to support the University’s unrestricted endowment fund. 

Unrestricted gifts provide the University with the financial stability of 

an ongoing income source and the flexibility to meet pressing needs. 

Law School Chair

The Valparaiso University Law School will benefit from a significant 

commitment from an anonymous donor to establish a new endowed 

faculty chair. This will be the fourth endowed chair in the Law 

School and represents a strong commitment to its faculty.

Alumni Serving as Faculty in the 
College of Engineering:

FACT: 
30% of Valpo's full-time 
faculty are alumni
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ENJOY

YOUNG ALUMNI 
(undergraduates with graduation 
years of 1996–2016):

Your gift of any amount, will be 
matched 3:1! 

NEW AND FORMER DONORS 
Welcome! We want you to help us 
kick things off this year. Your gift 
will be matched in full:

•  A 2:1 match on your entire gift for gifts 
of $1,000 or more

•  A 1:1 match on your entire gift for gifts 
up to $999

RETURNING LOYAL DONORS 
Thank you for your continued 
support! We couldn't do it without 
you every year. Any increase greater 
than last year's gift will be matched!

•  A 2:1 match on your increase for gifts 
of $1,000 or more

•  A 1:1 match on your increase for gifts 
up to $999

ANNUAL GIVING 
CAMPAIGN CHALLENGE

HOW TO GIVE:
give.valpo.edu  |  219.464.5471 
1100 Campus Drive South 
Valparaiso, in 46383


