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Commencement Weekend was a time of celebration for the 1,141 members of the Class of 

2017. In three ceremonies held throughout the weekend of May 20–21, 772 undergraduate 

students, 252 graduate students, and 117 law students received their degrees.

President Mark Heckler presented his charge to the graduates, 

saying, “I charge you to remember that the generations of graduates 

who came before you took responsibility for the future success 

of Valparaiso University. Their generosity helped provide for the 

scholarships, facilities, and programs that you have enjoyed during 

your time at Valpo. Today, this becomes your responsibility, as well.”

Ken Hackett, Ambassador of the United States to the Holy See 

from 2013 to 2017, delivered the address at the undergraduate 

ceremony, and The Honorable Nancy H. Vaidik ’77, ’80 j.d., Chief 

Judge of the Indiana Court of Appeals, was the speaker at the Law 

School Commencement.

Representing the senior class, Nura Zaki ’17 encouraged her 

classmates to carry their Valpo experience forward. “The lessons 

we’ve learned from living in this community do not equip us with 

all the right answers, but they certainly have armed us with ways 

to ask the right questions,” she said. “We are a part of something 

so much bigger than ourselves, and now is the time to take up that 

charge to be the ‘light’ as we lead and serve in church and society.” 

Honorary degrees were awarded to The Honorable Robert D. 

Rucker ’76 j.d., John M. Bouman ’71, ’75 j.d., and Mark A. Noll. 

Justice Rucker served on the Indiana Supreme Court from 1999 to 

2017, Bouman is president of the Sargent Shriver National Center 

on Poverty Law, and Noll is the Francis A. McAnaney Professor of 

History Emeritus at the University of Notre Dame.
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Amy Vie ’89
One of the most formative experiences of a Valpo education is the 

relationship that is formed between students and faculty. Amy 

understands how powerful the connection can be and recognizes 

that the faculty members who encouraged her to apply her 

potential every day, positioned her for a successful lifetime of 

leadership and service.

Amy has followed in her father’s footsteps as a member of the 

Valparaiso University Board of Directors. Richard Vie served 

the University from 1994 to 2009, and Amy was appointed to 

the Board in 2013. She is a member of the Campaign Executive 

Committee for Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future and 

has established an endowed scholarship fund in support of the 

Campaign. Amy also served on the College of Nursing and Health 

Professions National Council from 2005 to 2013. 

As Amy continues her service to the University, she will follow the 

teachings of the Valpo faculty who influenced her — which she 

in turn conveyed to the graduates as the speaker at the December 

2013 Commencement. “Choose to be great,” she says. “Do not 

settle for being just good enough. You owe that to your parents, 

your teachers, and to the Lord.”

Next Generation of Leaders
Throughout Valpo’s history, the University has been blessed to have the support and guidance of strong volunteer leadership. 

Whether serving on the Board of Directors, the Alumni Association, College-level advisory groups, or one of many other 

organizations, these talented individuals have given so much back to the University. Their participation not only demonstrates 

their love of Valpo, it is a wonderful example of the continuing commitment to leadership and service by our alumni.

Andy Nunemaker ’91
Andy attributes much of what he has achieved to Valpo. “My Valpo 

experience was life-changing,” he says. “I can’t imagine what 

would have transpired had I not attended this amazing institution.”

Because of what Andy has received from Valpo, he is committed 

to giving back — and has done so on a consistent basis since 

graduating. Currently he is co-chair of Forever Valpo: The 

Campaign for Our Future and a member of the Valparaiso 

University Board of Directors. Previous service includes 

the College of Engineering National Council, the Alumni 

Association Board of Directors, and speaker at the December 2012 

Commencement, Brauer Museum of Art, Institute for Leadership 

and Service, and College of Engineering. In addition to time and 

expertise, he has also contributed his support to Forever Valpo, 

by establishing the Andy Nunemaker Emergency Scholarship 

Assistance Fund.

When asked why he gives so much, Andy replies, “Valpo took a 

chance on me — and it made all the difference in my life. The 

personal satisfaction and happiness I receive from giving back is 

more than I could have ever imagined.”

Julie Tiede ’96 Winkler and Jason Winkler ’96
Though it’s been more than 20 years since Julie and Jason 

graduated, there has never been a time when they have been 

out of touch with Valpo. Both have been active with the Valpo 

Admissions Network (van), have served on the National Council 

of the College of Business, and are serving as co-chairs of the 

Valpo Fund. Julie has been on the University’s Board of Directors 

since 2013 and serves on the Campaign Executive Committee for 

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future. Jason is a member 

of the Presidential Council of Advisors.

They have also been generous with their philanthropic support. 

They started an endowed scholarship for students in the College of 

Engineering and named it in honor of Julie’s father, Duane D. Tiede.

Given the challenge of paying for college today, it was important 

to Julie and Jason to fund a scholarship. But it was also important 

that it was an endowed scholarship. “In very simple finance terms, 

‘endowed’ for me means forever,” Jason says. “It’s an enduring gift 

that will still be here long after we’re gone.”

Counseling Services has received $1.4 million from the 

estate of an alumnus who wished to remain anonymous. 

The gift will be used to establish an endowed fund, which 

will generate a perpetual source of support for Counseling 

Services programs and operations.

“We are very grateful for the generosity of this alumnus,” said 

Bonnie Hunter, vice president for student affairs. “College 

is an exciting time filled with exploration, growth, and 

learning. At the same time, students may find that they 

need additional support to address specific issues and 

challenges. For some, mental health concerns can cause 

significant impairment. Gifts such as this help to provide 

the psychological support students need to have a successful 

college experience.”

Counseling Services delivers a broad range of preventative, 

remedial, and developmental services to the Valparaiso 

University community. Through the Counseling Center, 

the Office of Alcohol and Drug Education, and the Sexual 

Assault Awareness and Facilitative Education Office, the 

staff, programs, and services are focused on improving the 

psychological well-being of students and enhancing their 

healthy decision-making and overall functioning.

Valpo’s counseling services are confidential and provided 

by professional psychologists, counselors, social workers, 

and graduate trainees. In addition to individual and group 

counseling and consultation, the staff offers educational 

programs, outreach services, and works with staff and 

faculty to improve the quality of the living and learning 

environment of students.

$1.4 MILLION FOR 
COUNSELING SERVICES
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Innovation Hub Established
When Valpo students return to campus for the fall 

2017 semester, they will find the Innovation Hub at 

McMillan Hall as the place to explore and develop 

their entrepreneurial ideas and projects.

The Innovation Hub, which will operate as a joint venture of the 

College of Business and the College of Engineering, will be open 

to all majors. “We are committed to fostering an innovative and 

entrepreneurial culture,” said James D. Brodzinski, College of 

Business dean. “The Innovation Hub at McMillan Hall will act 

as a catalyst for nurturing new ideas from every college on campus 

by injecting an entrepreneurial vigor into both academic and 

life pursuits.”

The facility, which will be dedicated on Sept. 29, 2017, during a 

special Homecoming Weekend ceremony, has become a reality 

with the support of a late alumna and a Valpo businessman. It is 

located at 1806 Lincolnway, on the northern edge of campus, just 

west of Sturdy Road.

The late Deborah “Deb” A. Tschetter ’71 Spannraft donated 

nearly $1.4 million to the University, which will be used as the 

initial investment to establish an endowed fund to support the 

programs and operation of the Innovation Hub. Deb received a 

bachelor of science in business administration with a major in 

accounting from Valpo’s College of Business and worked for the 

Miller Brewing Company for more than 20 years, until retiring as 

director of accounting in 1995.

Stewart McMillan, ceo of Task Force Tips, donated the building, 

which formerly housed a bank. It will be named McMillan Hall, in 

memory of Stewart’s father and founder of Task Force Tips, Chief 

Clyde McMillan.

Students will gain practical experience working on projects, and 

obtain the skills required to bring products and services to the 

marketplace. They will also participate in entrepreneurial startups, 

business plans, market studies, financing, and other areas essential 

to a successful business startup.

“Valpo students are arriving on campus with the expectation that 

they will have the opportunity to start thinking about their own 

business,” said Eric W. Johnson ’87, College of Engineering dean. 

“Even before the official announcement, there was a definite buzz 

at the College. In fact, one of our first-year engineering students 

presented me with a multi-page proposal of what he thought 

would foster and support entrepreneurial learning.”

Renovation of the facility will be completed soon, and when classes 

begin this fall, the Innovation Hub at McMillan Hall will be a 

place where entrepreneurial students from across the University, 

regardless of their major, can explore their ideas.

THANK YOU, DEAN BROWN
After 40 years at Valpo, 17 years as dean of the College of Nursing and Health Professions, 
and more than 3,330 nursing degrees awarded during her time as a member of the faculty, 

Janet Brown is retiring, effective June 30, 2017. 

While it may be possible to quantify Janet’s impact on Valparaiso 

University through the number of degrees awarded, the programs 

added, and the growth in enrollment, the real measurement is not 

done with numbers. Rather, it is measured in the personal impact 

she had on students, faculty, and the Valpo community.  

“I will always remember Dean Brown’s willingness to reach out in a 

personal way,” said Sarah Hoewischer ’86 Katula, chair, College of 

Nursing and Health Professions National Council. “She made all 

of us better practitioners and, maybe more importantly, she made 

us better people.” 

That caring approach is evident when Janet talks about what she 

finds most gratifying in her career. “It’s watching our students 

become successful graduates who carry Valpo with them,” she said. 

“When students come to the University, they adopt our mission 

and strong sense of community, and it continues to extend as they 

go out into the world. They exceed everyone’s expectations all the 

time. It is amazing to think you had a small part in that.”

A ‘small part’ is a modest description of what Janet has done for 

the students and the College. During her tenure as dean, Valpo 

was the first university in Indiana to offer the Doctor of Nursing 

Practice. Additionally, the College expanded to offer other health 

programs, including public health, physician assistant studies, 

health care leadership, and health administration. 

Karen Allen will join the College as its new dean on July 3, 2017. 

Karen comes to Valpo from Andrews University in 

Berrien Springs, Mich., where she served as chair of 

the nursing department for 17 years. 

“I am thrilled to join the Valpo community and the 

College of Nursing and Health Professions,” Karen 

said. “I look forward to working with the talented 

faculty and staff to build upon the College’s accomplishments 

and continue its trajectory of growth and innovation.”

Janet Brown’s legacy at Valpo is grounded in the thousands of 

nursing and health professions students who benefited from her 

teaching and leadership. Each day, Valpo nurses and health care 

leaders around the world are comforting patients and family 

members in a manner that reflects their Valpo education and 

Janet’s compassionate leadership.

  To honor Janet Brown, the members of the National Council of 

the College of Nursing and Health Professions have committed 

the funds to establish the Janet Brown Endowed Nursing and 

Health Professions Scholarship. Their generosity ensures that 

Janet’s name will forever remain part of Valparaiso University.

Dean Jim Brodzinski, Stewart McMillan, 
and Dean Eric Johnson in front of the new 
Innovation Hub at McMillan Hall.

Dean Janet Brown and Dean Karen Allen
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Regional Forever Valpo celebrations have been held in seven 

cities across the country — Chicago, Las Vegas, Phoenix, 

Milwaukee, Naples, Detroit, and New York City — giving Valpo 

alumni and friends a chance to meet University leadership and 

learn about the Campaign. President Heckler and a dean from 

one of Valpo’s College spoke at the events, with a member of 

the Campaign Executive Committee serving as emcee.

FOREVER VALPO EVENTS

ENDOWED FUNDS ESTABLISHED

Judith “Judy” Rockett ’60 Beumer and Richard 

“Dick” Beumer ’59 have committed $1 million to establish 

endowed funds in support of the University Writing Center 

and the College of Engineering. The gift will be equally 

divided between the Judith L. Beumer Endowed Writing 

Program Fund and the Beumer College of Engineering Fund. 

To honor the donors, the University Writing Center, located 

on the first floor of the Christopher Center for Library and 

Information Resources, will be named the Judith L. Beumer 

Writing Center.

Sue Heitmuller ’70 Zimmerman  and Larry 

Zimmerman ’70 have committed $625,000 to Forever Valpo: 

The Campaign for Our Future. Sue and Larry established 

endowed funds in several areas of interest, including student 

scholarships, Study Abroad, Institute for Leadership and 

Service, and civil engineering faculty development.

Carolyn Schlie ’71 Femovich and Robert M. Femovich 

have committed $600,000 to establish the Carolyn Schlie 

Femovich and Robert M. Femovich Endowed Scholarship 

Fund. The fund will generate an ongoing and permanent 

source of scholarships to members of varsity women’s athletic 

teams at Valpo. 

The William E. Schlender Endowed Scholarship Fund, 

established in 2007, was boosted by a $1 million gift from the 

estate of William Schlender ’41, Ph.D. The preference, as 

designated by the donor, is to award need-based scholarships 

to College of Business students of the Lutheran faith, who 

are in their junior or senior year.

Valpo Joins The Valley

Valpo has accepted an invitation to join the Missouri Valley 

Conference. The Crusaders will officially join the conference 

on July 1, 2017, and will begin competition this fall.

“We are excited for the opportunity to become members 

of the Missouri Valley Conference,” said Mark LaBarbera, 

director of athletics. “We are excited about this next chapter, 

renewing historic rivalries, creating new rivalries and 

continuing the forward momentum of Valpo Athletics.”

Founded in 1907, the Missouri Valley Conference is the 

nation’s second-oldest ncaa Division I athletics conference, 

second only to the Big Ten Conference. Other members of 

the conference are Bradley University, Drake University, 

University of Evansville, Illinois State University, Indiana 

State University, Loyola University Chicago, Missouri State 

University, Southern Illinois University, and University of 

Northern Iowa.

Visit valpo.edu/forevervalpo/events for pictures 
from the campus kick-off and regional events.
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Day of Giving Results

2,502 TOTAL NUMBER OF DONORS

$723,007 TOTAL AMOUNT RAISED (LARGEST DAY OF GIVING TO DATE!)

Because of your support, the fourth annual Day of Giving was an incredible success. 
The generosity of the Valpo family made this the most success Day of Giving yet and 

showed that we are Proud to be Valpo. Thank you!
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