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Spectacular weather provided a perfect setting for Homecoming 2017 —  

Valpo Past & Present, held Sept. 29 – Oct. 1. It was a weekend of celebrations, dedications, 

reflection, renewed friendships, and a football victory on Brown Field. 

We also marked the one-year anniversary of the launch of Forever 

Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future. Just a year ago, more than 

1,900 alumni, students, faculty, staff, and friends joined the 

Barenaked Ladies and helped us kick off Forever Valpo. During 

the past 12 months, the Valpo family has enthusiastically 

demonstrated their support of the Campaign. Inside this issue 

of Advance, you can read about the progress we have made and 

review some highlights from the past year.

This year’s Homecoming weekend had many memorable moments 

including the dedication of two new academic facilities (the Center 

for the Sciences: Chemistry and Biochemistry and the Innovation 

Hub at McMillan Hall), the Golden Anniversary Celebration 

of Christ College — The Honors College, the 100th anniversary 

of Valpo’s sorority community, the Alumni Awards Dinner, and 

the President’s Circle Honors Breakfast for Donors and Scholars. 

Perhaps the most exciting event was the Homecoming game, with 

the Crusaders securing a 27–24 win over Pioneer League foe Stetson.

Also in this issue of Advance, you can read how Valpo students are 

learning by giving, meet the new President’s Circle and Kretzmann 

Society chairs, and read about recent gifts to Forever Valpo: 

The Campaign for Our Future.
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Christine M. Zrinsky ’86, President's Circle Chair

Christine Zrinsky is the vice 

president for development at 

Lincoln Park Zoo in Chicago. She 

has been a member of the zoo’s 

development department since 1994 

and has served as vice president 

since 2005. As an experienced 

development professional, 

Christine fully understands the 

power of philanthropy and the impact that donor support has on 

an organization.

“I am blessed to be closely associated with two wonderful 

organizations,” Christine says. “Valpo and the zoo are vital, 

vibrant institutions — each one uniquely meeting the needs of 

those they serve — because of their donors. Philanthropic support 

does make a difference.”

The President’s Circle recognizes Valpo’s most loyal and dedicated 

donors, those who give a minimum of $1,000 in annual unrestricted 

giving to the Valpo Fund. Their gifts represent more than 60 

percent of the annual Valpo Fund contributions to the University. 

Additionally, donors with cumulative giving of $100,000 or more are 

recognized with lifetime membership in the President’s Circle.

All President’s Circle members are also supporting the strategic 

priorities of Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future. While 

Forever Valpo is focused on establishing endowed funds that will 

support the University in perpetuity, the entire Valpo family can 

support the Campaign with their annual recurring gifts.

Learning by Giving
Martin Buinicki, Ph.D., Walter G. Friedrich Professor of American Literature and professor of English, teaches 

students in his Traditions of Giving and Serving in American Life course about the complexities of philanthropy and 

that decisions concerning donating funds are more difficult — and emotional — than they imagined.

The course, which is required for Valpo’s minor in philanthropic 

leadership and service, combines a historical survey of American 

texts related to philanthropy with the class project of distributing 

funds to local nonprofit organizations. So far, Valpo students have 

dispensed more than $80,000 to Porter County agencies.

“At Valpo, serving others is part of the fabric of who we are and 

what we do,” Martin says. “It’s impossible to just burrow in your 

own office and not take part in serving the community and not 

take part in the campus life that’s looking to help others.”

Students in the class must determine how to best donate $10,000 

in grant money to local nonprofits. The decision is difficult. The 

discussions are intense. And students become personally invested 

in the local nonprofits they research. Each student is assigned an 

organization to visit and learn about their mission and the services 

they provide, before writing a profile that is shared with the rest of 

the class.

“As you might expect, when the students go to these agencies and see 

the people they’re helping and hear about their struggles, they become 

invested,” Martin says. “When they get together and listen to each 

other’s opinions and try to remain objective, it gets emotional.”

Martin serves as the Walter G. Friedrich Professor of American 

Literature. Soon after joining the faculty in 2004, he was asked 

by Ed Uehling, then chair of the English department, to teach 

a philanthropy and literature course. It began small with a 

$1,000 grant for the students to distribute and, with the support 

of the Learning by Giving Foundation — which partners with 

universities and colleges across the country to support the teaching 

of philanthropy and nonprofit studies at the undergraduate level — 

has grown to its current state. 

The success of the partnership has led to Valpo being the only 

school selected by the foundation to pilot a $25,000 challenge grant 

program, designed to help sustain the experiential philanthropy 

courses of its partner institutions. The generosity of Laura ’79 

and Dan ’80 Reimer of Spring, Texas, has ensured the challenge 

was met, as the Reimers have committed $50,000 to establish an 

endowed fund to support the program in perpetuity.

Martin Buinicki, the Learning by Giving Foundation, Laura and 

Dan Reimer, the Traditions of Giving and Serving in American 

Life course, area nonprofit organizations, and experiential learning 

all contribute to the Valpo education that prepares students for 

lives of leadership and service.
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Carsten Falkenberg ’72, Kretzmann Society Chair

Carsten Falkenberg is retired from 

a career as a financial consultant 

with Thrivent Financial. He worked 

for Thrivent and its predecessor, 

Lutheran Brotherhood, from 

1994 to 2013. In that position, he 

was assigned to the Valparaiso 

University accounts, served as a 

resource to the advancement office 

with planned gifts, and placed Valpo students in internships with 

Thrivent.

“The opportunity to serve as chair of the Kretzmann Society is 

an honor,” Carsten says. “A planned gift is a great way to support 

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future and I look forward 

to working with the staff and alumni to grow the number of 

Kretzmann Society members.” 

The Kretzmann Society recognizes those individuals who have 

established estate plans or life-income gifts to benefit Valparaiso 

University. Membership in the Kretzmann Society has no 

minimum gift level, as each commitment represents a lifetime 

commitment to Valpo.

Planned gifts are critical to the success of Forever Valpo. 

Approximately 50 percent of the more than $162 million raised to 

date has come from estate commitments and realized estate gifts. 

A commitment to Valpo through an estate gift will help ensure 

the future of this great University and forever impact its students, 

faculty, and programs.

Meet the President’s Circle and Kretzmann Society Chairs
Strong volunteer leadership has helped Valpo develop into an outstanding University. The President’s Circle 

and Kretzmann Society chairs offer professional backgrounds perfectly matched for their positions and 

exemplify our alumni’s commitment to lives of leadership and service.



SEPTEMBER 2016 OCTOBER 2016 NOVEMBER 2016 DECEMBER 2016 JANUARY 2017 FEBRUARY 2017 MARCH 2017

APRIL 2017 MAY 2017 JUNE 2017 JULY 2017 AUGUST 2017 SEPTEMBER 2017

SEPT. 23
Forever Valpo Kickoff Celebration

$135,628,640

OCT. 3
$1.1 million gift to 

unrestricted endowment

OCT. 4
Umbach Family Endowed Scholarship 

created with $1.8 million estate gift
NOV. 12

Chicago Forever Valpo

NOV. 22
Las Vegas Forever Valpo

JAN. 20
Campaign passed $150 

million mark 

JAN. 27
Phoenix Forever Valpo

FEB. 2
Milwaukee Forever Valpo

FEB. 11
Naples Forever Valpo

MARCH 4
Detroit Forever Valpo

MARCH 31
New York City 
Forever Valpo

FEB. 27
Judith L. Beumer Writing 

Center named

APRIL 18
Innovation Hub at 

McMillan Hall established

MAY 1
$1.4 million gift for 
Counseling Services

MAY 5
Day of Giving — Proud to be Valpo

Raised $723,007 

JUNE 13
$625,000 gift funds 
multiple programs

JUNE 19
Scholarship fund for women student-

athletes established with $600,000 gift

AUG. 2
Scholarships for business and 
engineering students created 

with $500,000 gift

SEPT. 18
Engineering faculty  

fund announced 

SEPT. 30
Forever Valpo closes first 

year at $162,335,556

Forever Valpo One Year Later

DEC. 31
Campaign ends 2016 

at $147,219,620

JULY 24
$2 million from the estate 
of June and Henry Giebel 
fund two Study Abroad 

Scholarships

AUG. 16
Dale F. Kempf Endowed 

Professorship of Emerging 
Technology established 

with $1.1 million estate gift

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future is a $250 million endowment campaign that will 

secure permanent resources for student scholarships, faculty development, and programs that 

prepare students for lives of leadership and service. 

Visit valpo.edu/forevervalpo for more information.



GIFTS OF APPRECIATED ASSETS 
PROVIDE DOUBLE BENEFIT

With the performance of the market during these past several years, gifts of appreciated 

assets may be the best way for you to maximize your support of Forever Valpo: The Campaign 

for Our Future. Your gifts of appreciated assets, such as securities, real estate, and personal 

property, can provide the double benefit of a charitable deduction and avoid capital-gains 

taxes. Right now, there may not be a more cost-efficient way to support Valpo. 

The type of asset you use to make your gift is important. Generally, long-term appreciated 

property will generate the most favorable tax benefit. That is because you will earn a 

charitable deduction equal to the full fair market value of the asset and avoid paying capital-

gains tax. While cash is the most common gift to the University, if a gift of appreciated 

assets fits your personal, financial, and charitable planning, it should be considered. See the 

following comparison of a $100,000 gift to Valpo made with cash and long-term appreciated 

assets — in this case, stock.
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ENDOWED FUNDS ESTABLISHED

Julie Tiede ’96 Winkler and Jason Winkler ’96 have 

generously committed $500,000 to fund endowed scholarships 

for business and engineering students. Their gift will establish the 

Julie and Jason Winkler Endowed Scholarship for the College of 

Business and support the Duane D. Tiede Engineering Endowed 

Scholarship, which they created in 2010 to honor Julie’s father.

Jan and John Draheim ’64 have committed funds to support 

the College of Engineering and the Valpo Fund. Jan and John 

established an endowed fund for faculty development in the 

College of Engineering, with additional support directed to 

annual giving commitments to the Valpo Fund and the College of 

Engineering Dean’s Fund.

Dale Kempf  ’62 longtime professor in engineering and physics, 

designated an estate gift of $1.1 million to establish the Dale F. 

Kempf Endowed Professorship of Emerging Technology. Before 

embarking on a successful career with Eastman Kodak, Dale 

taught at Valpo from 1964 to 1969. Upon retiring from Kodak, he 

returned to the University and taught for 23 years, retiring as an 

adjunct assistant professor emeritus in 2014.

Valpo has received $2 million from the estate of June and 

Henry Giebel. The funds were split equally to support the Josef 

Eberle Endowment and the Henry and June Giebel Study Abroad 

Endowed Scholarships. These funds provide support for students 

from Rottenburg am Neckar, Germany to spend a semester at 

Valpo and for Valpo students to study in the German city.

 CASH STOCK

Fair-Market Value $100,000 $100,000

Cost Basis $100,000 $60,000

Capital Gains $0 $40,000

Capital-Gains Tax (15%) $0 $6,000

Charitable Deduction $100,000 $100,000

Actual Tax Savings (28%) $28,000 $28,000

Total Tax Savings (Capital-gains tax + tax savings) $28,000 $34,000

Gifts of long-term appreciated property, which are assets held for 

at least one year, have many benefits in addition to the tax benefits. 

They can be designated to support the program or area of your 

choice. For some, it will be support for the Valpo Fund, while 

others may wish to establish an endowed fund for scholarships, 

faculty development, or a program that prepares students for lives 

of leadership and service.

Do you want to make a gift to Valpo but are hesitant to give highly 

appreciated stock because of sentimental reasons or a belief it will 

perform well in coming years? If so, the solution may be to gift the 

stock and use the cash that you would have utilized for your gift to 

re-purchase the same stock. You can still receive the double benefit 

of the charitable deduction and avoiding capital-gains tax, while 

receiving a stepped-up cost basis for the newly purchased stock.

There are many ways for you to structure your gift to Valpo and 

receive the maximum tax benefit. As always, Valparaiso University 

recommends that you seek advice from a trusted and qualified 

adviser. Our gift planning staff can help guide you through the 

process, or you may visit valpo.giftplans.org for more information. 

Gift of appreciated 
securities

Income-tax 
deduction

Valpo can invest or 
sell your securities

No capital gains tax
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AMERICA'S TOP COLLEGES 
TOP 75 in the MIDWEST

BEST UNDERGRADUATE TEACHING 
1ST in the MIDWEST

BEST VALUE
1ST in the MIDWEST

BEST REGIONAL UNIVERSITY 
4TH in the MIDWEST

BEST ENGINEERING PROGRAM 
14TH in the NATION

BEST MIDWESTERN 
COLLEGES

TOP 10 in the NATION 
for CONTRIBUTION 

to PUBLIC GOOD

BEST COLLEGES 
for your MONEY

Valpo Means Quality

Out of the Darkness…Light!, the glass sculpture 
in the new Center for the Sciences: Chemistry 
and Biochemistry, was made possible by the 
generosity of the Engerer family.


