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Valparaiso University has raised more than $200 million in gifts and commitments to support 
students, faculty, and programs through Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future. Forever 

Valpo is a $250 million endowment campaign and was launched on September 23, 2016.

“Passing $200 million is a great accomplishment,” says Mark A. 

Heckler, Ph.D., president of Valparaiso University. “We are celebrating 

this milestone because of the support of thousands of alumni, friends, 

faculty, staff, parents, and other members of the Valpo family. Their 

support has never been stronger, which I believe reflects a real 

endorsement and understanding of the purpose of Forever Valpo.”

More than $42 million of the funds raised to date will support 

student scholarships. Donors have established new or contributed to 

existing scholarship funds for each academic college. There are now 

more than 210 endowed scholarship funds to aid Valpo students.

A similar amount of nearly $41 million has been contributed to 

programs that will prepare students for lives of leadership, service, 

and generosity. Endowed funds are providing permanent resources 

for the Beumer Writing Center, the Institute for Leadership and 

Service, and University Counseling Services.

Valpo donors have contributed more than $32 million for faculty 

development. This includes chairs, professorships, fellowships, 

and research funds that will allow Valpo to reward faculty for 

their scholarship and accomplishments and provide them with 

opportunities for professional development.

While it is important to build the endowment, annual giving to 

the University is also counted toward the Campaign goal. To date, 

more than 21,500 donors have made a gift to Forever Valpo, the 

majority of which have been annual gifts. This widespread support 

provides vital operating resources and helps the University address 

its most urgent needs.

As of Feb. 28, 2019, Forever Valpo has raised $200,721,508. 

The Campaign is scheduled to run through June 2021. More 

information can be found at valpo.edu/forevervalpo.

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future 
Reaches $200 million milestone



IRA CONTRIBUTION FUNDS 
ENGINEERING SCHOLARSHIP

Making an IRA charitable contribution to Valpo is a strategic approach for donors who are seeking 

to maximize their charitable impact while reducing their tax liability. An IRA charitable contribution 

allows you to meet the required minimum distribution, which is mandatory starting at age 70 ½, 

without adding to your taxable income.

This is the approach that Rosemary and Chuck Newton ’61 took to 

establish the Newton-Antonelli Endowed Scholarship Fund. The 

fund will provide scholarship assistance to students enrolled in 

the College of Engineering, with preference to those who are of 

the Lutheran faith. In recognition of their families, the Newton-

Antonelli scholarship carries both Chuck’s family name and 

Antonelli, Rosemary’s maiden name.

The initial scholarship award will take place during the fall 2019 

semester from the income produced by the invested endowed 

funds. Each year, a College of Engineering student will benefit 

from the Newton-Antonelli Scholarship and be able to pursue their 

Valpo education with the support of Chuck and Rosemary. As an 

endowed scholarship, the award will be made in perpetuity and 

impact countless generations of students.

“Rosemary and I are blessed to be able to support Valpo and 

establish this scholarship,” says Chuck Newton. “The education 

that I received helped me develop the skills, knowledge, and values 

that guided me throughout my career. We hope that the students 

who receive the scholarship are impacted in the same way.”

Chuck Newton earned a bachelor of science in mechanical 

engineering from Valparaiso University. In 1965, four years 

after graduating, he joined Olin Corporation and worked for 

the company for 30 years, retiring in 1995 as vice president of 

environment and regulatory affairs. While his undergraduate 

training was as an engineer, his Valpo education prepared him for 

a career that involved management duties at chemical plants in the 

United States and abroad, including director of manufacturing and 

division vice president of operations.

“All of us at the College of Engineering are grateful to Rosemary 

and Chuck for establishing the Newton-Antonelli Scholarship,” 

says Eric W. Johnson ’87, Ph.D., College of Engineering dean. “He 

is a wonderful example of our alumni who have had great success 

in the corporate world and then give back to the College to ensure 

the students who follow have the same opportunity.”

To take advantage of the tax-free contribution of an IRA, the donor 

must be 70 ½ or older. Meeting the age requirement, an individual 

may transfer up to $100,000 per year directly from an IRA to 

Valpo without paying income tax on the transaction. If a spouse 

has their own IRA, they can also make a charitable contribution of 

up to $100,000. This means couples can exclude up to $200,000 of 

their retirement savings from income tax by donating it to Valpo. 

Major Gifts staff will be happy to answer any questions. Contact 

them at majorgifts@valpo.edu.
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Alumnus Gives Back
When Mike Gruszyk ’85 entered Valpo as a freshman, he knew the 

career path he wanted to pursue. It was his goal to have a successful 

professional career in retail management with the JC Penney Company.

“I attended Valpo’s College of Business with a very specific career goal in mind, and the faculty 

helped make that a reality,” he says. “They understood that my goal was to work in retail 

management for Penney’s and guided my academic progress toward achieving that goal.”

Mike’s retail career extended almost 30 years. After earning his bachelor of science in business 

administration with a concentration in marketing, he worked in management positions with 

JC Penney for more than 15 years. Changes in the retail industry drove major adjustments by 

large department store chains, and he left JC Penney in 2000. Mike then worked for Verizon 

Wireless for 13 years, opening new retail stores and serving as a regional operations manager.

Now Mike has given back to Valpo, by establishing an endowed professorship and a 

scholarship to benefit students and faculty in the College of Business. His commitment of 

$1.3 million will establish the Michael Gruszyk Endowed Professorship in Business and the 

Michael Gruszyk Endowed Scholarship Fund.

“I am fortunate to be in a position to give back to the university that gave so much to me,” 

Mike says. “I would not have been able to attend Valpo without scholarship support, and my 

professors played such a large role in preparing me for my career that I want to do what I can 

to provide the same help to someone in a similar position.”

In establishing the endowed professorship and scholarship, Mike is investing in the kinds 

of resources that made his Valpo experience possible. The endowed scholarship will provide 

funds in perpetuity and ensure that future students benefit from valuable scholarship 

assistance. The endowed professorship salutes the important role that College of Business 

faculty played in Mike’s Valpo education. 

This gift is about his love for Valpo, the impact on his life, and his desire to give back. He says 

there are three things that shaped him and remain important to him: his faith, his parents, and 

Valparaiso University.
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ANNUAL GIVING
Gifts of all sizes  can make a differ ence

Annual gifts to Valpo demonstrate a commitment to all students, faculty, programs, 

and colleges and schools. As we work to build the Valpo endowment during Forever 

Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future, it is important that we do not lose sight of 

how critical annual giving is to the University. In addition to being counted toward 

the Forever Valpo goal, annual gifts provide vital resources that help the University 

address its most urgent needs and highest priorities.
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Valpo’s Storm Intercept Team raised 
$3,200, exceeding its $2,500 goal.
For 25 years, Valpo’s meteorology students have been studying 

severe convective weather in real time and on location, intercepting 

and observing thunderstorms across the Great Plains of the United 

States. The crowdfunding project allowed them to purchase new 

tablets to replace the laptops they have been using since 2008. The 

tablets are much more portable, and they allow the systems across 

all vehicles to be standardized and for more students to be involved.

“The crowdfunding project was incredibly beneficial to our severe 

storm field study program,” says Bart Wolf, Ph.D., professor of 

meteorology. “The tablets have already been used in our field study 

and the students have greatly benefited.”

CROWDFUNDING AT VALPO
Crowdfunding is a way for all of us to support projects that are close to our hearts. Each crowdfunding 

opportunity has a specific need that can be met when a group of donors comes together to meet 

the goal. It is all about the collective giving that makes it successful and shows that no gift is too small 

to make a difference. You can support Crowdfunding at Valpo projects on April 10, during the 2019 

Day of Giving, Proud to Be Valpo.



Alumni Support 
Giving Tuesday
On Tuesday, Nov. 27, 2018, something incredible happened at Valpo 

— thousands of students’ lives were impacted by the 440 alumni, 

family, and friends who generously gave more than $135,000.

Each gift, no matter the size, counted toward unlocking a $10,000 

challenge gift that Jennifer Baird ’93 Dean and John Dean ’92 

designated to support women’s soccer and men’s tennis. John was a 

member of the tennis team at Valpo and Jennifer played club soccer 

before it became an official NCAA sport.

“We remember what it was like to be a student-athlete,” John says. 

“It takes an enormous commitment and amount of time — in the 

classroom, in training and practice, and while competing. We were 

continually trying to get to the next level.”

The biggest impact Valpo made in their lives was allowing them to 

meet. “Jennifer and I were fortunate enough to meet here, fall in 

love, get married, have children,” John says. “The basis of who we 

are, a lot of that was formed here at Valparaiso University. The least 

we can do is give a little bit back.”

04.10.19
MAKE A GIFT.

SPREAD THE WORD.
#VALPODAY

VALPO.EDU/PROUDTOBEVALPO



VALPO'S ENDOWMENT 
CONTINUES STRONG GROWTH

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future and solid investment returns have increased the market value 

of Valparaiso University endowment. For fiscal year 2018, Valpo’s overall endowment investment return was 

in the top 10 percent of participants in the 2018 NACUBO-TIAA Study of Endowments.

A strong endowment ensures the long-term stability of a 

university. Continued growth of Valpo’s endowment will further 

reduce dependence on student tuition dollars and improve our 

institutional agility, making it possible to take advantage of new 

opportunities as they arise.

Growth of the endowment has been driven by two primary means: 

philanthropic support to Forever Valpo and solid investment 

returns. As endowed funds are established through Campaign 

giving, those funds are invested and provide an ongoing income 

source. Successful investment strategies provide annual growth 

to Valpo endowment. Combined, they increase the endowment’s 

value and further solidify the University’s financial position.
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Valpo’s Endowment Balance June 30 of each year, in millions
Source: NACUBO Commonfund Study of Endowments

ENDOWMENT BALANCE GROWTH



Endowed Funds
College of Business Scholarship

A $1 million gift from the estate of alumnus William “Bill” 

Schlender ’41 has significantly boosted a scholarship fund he 

established in 2007. The preference of the endowed scholarship is to 

provide need-based scholarships to College of Business students of 

the Lutheran faith who are in their junior or senior year.

German Study Abroad 

A $2 million gift from the estate of Henry and June Giebel 

will significantly impact the long-standing Study Abroad 

relationship between Valpo and Germany. The gift will double the 

funding of two previously established endowed scholarship funds 

that, to date, have been awarded to more than 80 students.

Chemistry Department

Jane Kurhajec ’73 Wehrenberg and Bill Wehrenberg ’73 

have generously committed $3 million to establish endowed funds 

to support chemistry faculty. Their gift will be divided between 

funds to support fellowships and research for faculty members in 

the chemistry department.

College of Business Scholarship and Faculty Support

Michael Gruszyk ’85 has committed $1.3 million to established 

endowed funds to support the College of Business. His gift will 

be divided between an endowed professorship and an endowed 

scholarship fund.

Chair in French Language and Culture

Phyllis Buehner ’54 Duesenberg ’04H and Richard 

Duesenberg ’51, ’53 J.D., ’01H have established an endowed 

chair in French language and culture. The endowment will ensure 

that the teaching and learning of French language and culture 

continues at Valpo in perpetuity.

IRA Charitable Contribution to College of Engineering

Rosemary and Chuck Newton ’61 have used an IRA charitable 

contribution to establish the Newton-Antonelli Endowed 

Scholarship Fund. The fund will provide scholarship assistance to 

students enrolled in the College of Engineering, with preference to 

those of Lutheran faith. 

At men’s home basketball games this season, we recognized faculty members 
who hold named endowed positions as Forever Valpo Professor of the Game.

1. Reva Johnson, Dale F. Kempf Endowed Professor of Emerging Technology 
2. Ruth Wertz, Don Fites Endowed Faculty Fellowship
3. Elizabeth Gingerich, Louis S. and Mary L. Morgal Chair in Christian and Business Ethics
4. Gretchen Buggeln, Phyllis and Richard Duesenberg Chair in Christianity and the Arts
5. Allison Schuette, Miriam Kapfer Endowed Faculty Research Award Recipient

PROFESSOR OF THE GAME
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