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The generous support of alumni and friends has propelled Forever Valpo: The Campaign 

for Our Future to near its goal of $250 million. As of Feb. 29, 2020, Forever Valpo has raised 

$247 million making the Campaign the most successful in University history. The Campaign 

is scheduled to conclude on June 30, 2021.

Forever Valpo received a significant boost when the University 

announced a $15 million commitment for student scholarships. The 

deferred gift is the largest in University history for scholarships. You 

can read more about this landmark gift inside this issue of Advance.

Forever Valpo is an endowment campaign that is securing 

permanent resources for student scholarships, faculty development, 

and programs that prepare all students for lives of leadership, 

service, and generosity. Pages four and five highlight some of the 

faculty members who are already benefitting from endowed funds 

that were established or greatly enhanced by gifts to the Campaign.

The new environmental engineering lab in Gellersen Engineering 

and Mathematics Center was made possible because of the generosity 

of Judy Rockett ’60 Beumer and Richard “Dick” Beumer ’59 and 

is featured on page three. The students enrolled in Valpo’s new 

environmental engineering program began their fall semester classes 

in the Richard E. Beumer, P.E., Environmental Engineering Lab.

Advance contains a story about why Valpo is so important to Karen 

Schalla ’67 Grossart and Robert “Bob” Grossart ’67 and their plans 

to establish an endowed scholarship for Lutheran students. You 

can also read about how gifts from the Young and Deetjen families 

have launched the renovation of Bauer Field.

On March 18 the entire Valpo family will celebrate Day of Giving 

2020 — our seventh annual Day of Giving — and demonstrate 

what Valpo means to each of us. Mark your calendar and be sure 

to make a gift, share the word, and show your love of Valpo.
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Forever Valpo: The Campaign for 
Our Future Nears $250 Million

Raised as of Feb. 29, 2020: $247 Million (Goal: $250 Million)



Historic $15 Million Gift 
for Student Scholarships  

Valparaiso University has received a landmark $15 million deferred gift commitment from 

anonymous donors to establish an endowed fund for student scholarships. The commitment is the 

single largest gift for student scholarships in Valpo’s 161-year history and among the largest gifts to 

Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future. 

“The impact of this overwhelming generosity on future generations 

of students will be immeasurable, and for that we shall all be forever 

grateful,” says President Mark A. Heckler, Ph.D. “These donors 

embody the true spirit of philanthropy in that they are motivated 

solely by their desire to give back and providing opportunities that 

will change students’ lives. Unselfishly, they will provide countless 

students, students whom they will never meet, a chance to achieve 

their dreams through an extraordinary Valpo experience.”

Each year, the selected students will be part of a cohort and carry 

the distinction of being scholars named in honor of the donors. 

The cohorts will also be supported by a dedicated advisor from 

the Valpo faculty who will provide guidance to these students as 

they advance through and complete their Valpo education. The 

application process will be determined in the future, and prior to 

availability of scholarship funds. 

“The donors have requested to remain anonymous at this time,” 

President Heckler says. “I can share that they are longtime friends 

of Valpo, they love the University, and they are deeply committed 

to our mission and to changing the lives of young people through 

education. Both my wife and I have been blessed by coming to 

know them over the years and learning about the things that are 

important to them — helping others, treating people with respect, 

and embracing civility across our differences. Their values lie at 

the core of what makes Valpo so unique.” 
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BEUMER ENVIRONMENTAL 
ENGINEERING LAB 

Students in Valpo’s environmental engineering program have a new lab thanks to the generosity 

of Judith “Judy” Rockett ’60 Beumer and Richard “Dick” Beumer ’59. The Richard E. Beumer, P.E., 

Environmental Engineering Lab was dedicated during Homecoming Weekend 2019.

The facility provides hands-on learning experiences for students. 

The lab is used to perform water quality and environmental studies 

to determine parameters needed in the design of treatment and 

remediation systems for drinking water, domestic and industrial 

wastewater, storm water runoff, and contaminated soil and 

groundwater. In addition, the lab will support undergraduate 

research projects in civil and environmental engineering.

President Mark A. Heckler, Ph.D., thanked Judy and Dick for 

their generosity in providing funds for the new lab, which will 

allow students to study how to live out their calling as caretakers 

of God’s creation. The Beumers are longtime supporters of Valpo 

and have made multiple gifts to Forever Valpo. Dick is an emeritus 

member of the Valparaiso University Board of Directors, having 

served for more than 25 years, from 1990 to 2016. Their first gift 

to the Campaign established an endowed fund for Valpo’s Writing 

Center. In honor of their support, the campus resource was named 

the Judith L. Beumer Writing Center. 

The field of environmental engineering is designed to protect and 

improve our world and the quality of life of people living in it. The 

technical expertise of environmental engineers is used to develop 

innovative, sustainable solutions to all types of global problems 

surrounding the air, water, and soil. Their skills are more important 

today than ever due to population growth and the rising standard of 

living of societies worldwide, resulting in additional environmental 

challenges such as providing clean air and water to all people.

“All of the students, faculty, and staff in the College of Engineering 

are grateful for the Beumers’ support,” says Eric W. Johnson 

’87, Ph.D., dean of the College of Engineering. “The lab will help 

launch the new degree program and provide a great teaching and 

learning facility for our students and faculty.”

Regionally, there is a significant need for environmental engineers 

in Northwest Indiana due to the presence of heavy industry, such 

as steel mills, and challenges around clean air and water. Nationally, 

the Bureau of Labor Statistics shows a solid job outlook, with a 

projected 8% increase in jobs from 2016 to 2026. 



A strategic priority of Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future is to establish endowed funds to support 
current and future faculty. Each Valpo graduate can recall a professor who helped change their life for the 

better. The chairs, fellowships, professorships, and research awards supported by the endowed funds will ensure 
that great teaching remains a hallmark of a Valpo education. Here is a look at a few faculty members who have 

already benefitted from our donors’ generous gifts to Forever Valpo.

D O N A L D  V.  F I T E S  EN D OW ED  FACU LT Y  FEL LOW SH I P S
CRAIG GOEHLER, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Mechanical Engineering 
and Bioengineering

Professor Goehler is using the fellowship to continue his work in the 
development of a patient-assessment program that uses a mobile laboratory 
to gather and analyze human movement.

He has been a member of the engineering faculty since 2009 and teaches 
courses in computer programming for mechanical engineers, fundamentals 
of engineering, mechanisms, and spatial manipulators. Professor Goehler 
earned his Ph.D. from the University of Notre Dame.

JACOB HENSCHEN, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Civil Engineering

The fellowship has made it possible for Professor Henschen to advance 
his research in the modification of steel production waste into a beneficial 
cement additive. He has been a member of the faculty since 2014 and teaches 
courses in design of reinforced concrete, financial decisions in engineering, 
fundamentals of engineering, and mechanics of materials. Professor Henschen 
earned his Ph.D. from the University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign.

PETER WEISS, Ph.D. 
Professor of Civil Engineering

Professor Weiss is using the fellowship to study Geographic Information 
Systems (GIS) software to gain a better understanding of how this software 
can be used to manage water resources. He has been a member of the 
engineering faculty since 1998 and teaches courses in fluid mechanics, 
hydrology, urban storm water management, and water resources. Professor 
Weiss received his Ph.D. from the University of Minnesota.

RUTH WERTZ, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of General Engineering

Professor Wertz was the initial recipient of the Fites Fellowship and she used 
the fellowship to complete a book on engineering education, in collaboration 
with two Purdue University engineering faculty. She has been a member 
of the College of Engineering faculty since 2014 and teaches courses in 
mechanics–statics, fundamentals in engineering, engineering seminar, and 
ethical decisions in engineering. Professor Wertz earned her Ph.D. from 
Purdue University.

Endowed Funds Support Faculty

J OYCE  H AGEN  EN D OW ED  FACU LT Y  FEL LOW SH I P S
JULIE BRANDY ’95, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Nursing

Professor Brandy is a Valpo alumna and has been a member of the nursing 
faculty since 2004. She is using the fellowship award to support her ongoing 
qualitative research study focused on depression in first-year college 
students. Professor Brandy teaches courses in both the graduate and 
undergraduate nursing programs, and engages her students in her research 
projects. She earned her Ph.D. from Loyola University Chicago.

CYNTHIA FELTON ’75, MSN 
Clinical Coordinator and Clinical Assistant Professor

As clinical professor and coordinator, Professor Felton is responsible for 
securing clinical experiences for students. She used the fellowship to develop 
a new orientation manual for the clinical instructors who work directly with 
Valpo students at the hospitals, clinics, and other health care settings. 
Professor Felton is a Valpo alumna and has been a member of the nursing 
faculty since 2004. She earned her MSN from Indiana University.

FACU LT Y  FE LLOWSH I PS  DE F I N E D
Short-term appointments — usually one academic year — that support the scholarly and pedagogical 
projects of faculty by providing funding and release of time to pursue research, curricula, publishing, 
or other professional development opportunities.



DA L E  K E M PF  EN D O W E D  PR O F E S S O R S H I P 
O F  E M ER G I N G  T E C H N O LO GY

REVA JOHNSON ’09, Ph.D. 
Assistant Professor of Mechanical Engineering and Bioengineering

A Valpo alumna, Professor Johnson was a student-athlete and member of 
the women’s soccer team while earning a bachelor of science in mechanical 
engineering. She earned her Ph.D. from Northwestern University and 
has been a member of the faculty since 2015. Her research involves 

human–machine interfaces and human learning. Currently, she and 
her bioengineering students are engaged in projects to enhance the 
performance of Valpo athletes. 

BO N N I E  A N D  PE T ER  R AQ U E T  EN D OW ED  D I R EC TO R ’ S  CH A I R 
F O R  T H E  I NS T I T U T E  F O R  L E A D ERSH I P  A N D  SER V I CE

DAVID HENRECKSON, Ph.D.

David Henreckson has served as the Raquet Endowed Director’s Chair for the 
Institute of Leadership and Service since January 2020. Previously, he served 
as visiting assistant professor of religion at Gustavus Adolphus College 

and assistant professor of theology at Dordt University, where he was also 
director of the Andreas Center for Reformed Scholarship and Service. He 
earned his Ph.D in religion at Princeton University. 

PH I L I P  A N D  M I R I A M  K A PFER 
EN D OW ED  FACU LT Y  R E SE A RCH  AWA R D

ALLISON SCHUETTE ’93, MFA 
Associate Professor of English

Professor Schuette is the current recipient of the biennial Kapfer Award, 
which supports her ongoing work on “Flight Paths: Mapping Our Changing 
Neighborhoods” — a study of the fracturing of neighborhoods and communities 
in Gary and Northwest Indiana. Flight Paths recently received a $100,000 grant 
from the National Endowment for the Humanities. Professor Schuette is a 
Valpo alumna and joined the Valpo faculty in 2005, after receiving her MFA 
from Penn State.

AMANDA ZELECHOSKI, J.D., Ph.D. 
Associate Professor of Psychology

Professor Zelechoski was the initial recipient of the Kapfer Award (2016–
2018). She used the award to complete her book, “Activities for Teaching 
Psychology and Law Courses: A Guide for Instructors.” She also continued 
her research on trauma associated with the criminal justice system. Professor 
Zelechoski has been a member of the faculty since 2011. She received her 
J.D. from Villanova University and Ph.D. from Drexel University.

Ruth Wertz, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of General Engineering and recipient of a Donald F. Fites Endowed Faculty Fellowship



VALPO IS PART OF THEM
Karen Schalla ’67 Grossart and Robert “Bob” Grossart ’67 met at Valpo, served on alumni 

committees, inspired their two sons to attend Valpo, regularly attend men’s basketball games, 

and will fund an endowed student scholarship. 

Karen and Bob’s Valpo story began when they arrived on campus 

from different parts of the country. Karen is a native of Arlington, 

Virginia, and Bob is from the Chicago suburbs. Both had a strong 

Lutheran upbringing, and that was important in their decisions to 

attend Valpo.  

Their Lutheran background was also an important factor in the 

scholarship they have established. The Robert P. and Karen E. 

Grossart Endowed Scholarship Fund will be awarded to 

Lutheran students. 

“Like many students, we struggled to pay for our education,” Karen 

says. “We knew the scholarships students receive are possible 

because of the generosity of many who come before us. Bob and I 

decided that we would do what we could to ensure future students 

had the opportunity to have the same Valpo experience that meant 

so much to us.”

The Grossarts have also been actively involved in supporting Valpo 

in many other ways, including nine years on the Parent’s Council 

and numerous committees. Bob served on the Valparaiso University 

Alumni Association Board of Directors for six years. They both 

served on the planning committee for their 50th class reunion in 

2017 and received the Alumni Association’s Partners in Service 

Award in 2001. Bob received the Alumni Service Award in 2011.

While Karen and Bob take great pride in their Valpo experience, 

those feelings are enhanced by the fact that both of their sons, 

Gregory ’96 and Jonathan ’01, are also Valpo graduates. Gregory 

met his wife, Elizabeth Tatro ’97 Grossart, at Valpo. Karen believes 

the boys were influenced along the way, as for many years she and 

Bob brought their sons to campus for Homecoming, and bought 

them Valpo gear at the bookstore.

Valpo has been a major part of their lives. Bob says they received a 

great education, and he and Karen made many lifelong friends along 

the way. They hope the scholarship they establish will provide the 

resources for Lutheran students to attend Valpo and have the same 

wonderful experiences.



Bauer Field Renovation Off to Strong Start  
With the support of two generous gifts, the project to renovate Bauer Field is off to a strong start. 

The two gifts total $550,000 and will provide the resources to install synthetic turf on the infield 

and down the foul lines. The total project will be implemented in two phases and, when completed, 

will transform Bauer Field into a quality Missouri Valley Conference facility.

Lead gifts have been received from Valpo alumni Lynn Scheutzow 

’74 Young and Carl Young ’73 and the Deetjen family. The Young 

and Deetjen families both had sons who played baseball at Valpo. 

Kyle Young ’03 played four years from 1999–2003 and was the 

primary starting catcher in each of his final three seasons. He led 

the team in on-base percentage in 2002 as a junior. Tyler Deetjen 

’12 played under coaches Tracy Woodson and Brian Schmack from 

2009–2012.  

“Everyone associated with the Valpo baseball program is so grateful 

to the Young and Deetjen families,” says Brian Schmack, head 

baseball coach. “As we have competed across the Missouri Valley 

the past two years, it became apparent that our facility was placing 

our players and recruiting efforts at a disadvantage. The renovation 

will transform Bauer Field into a different place and demonstrate 

to our players, recruits, alumni, and the community that baseball 

matters at Valpo.”

Phase one, supported by the Young and Deetjen gifts, will consist 

of installation of synthetic turf on the infield and down the foul 

lines, new grandstands, visiting dugout, and press box, as well as 

advanced technology that will allow umpire replays, web-streamed 

broadcasts, and improved press box and fan experience.

“We are excited to help start up the momentum for the baseball 

stadium upgrades,” Mark Deetjen says. “I know that the 

improvements will give them the tools to excel to the top and 

make NCAA appearances a regular occurrence.”

“Two of our children are Valpo graduates, and Kyle still has wonderful 

memories and friendships from playing baseball,” Carl Young says. “If 

our gift can instill those same experiences in future players, as well as 

provide an improved facility, it will be a great investment.”

Phase two will complete the transformation of Bauer Field into a 

high-quality facility. It will add lights, making evening and late 

afternoon games possible; a new outfield wall, concession stand, 

and improved parking; landscaping; and fencing. 
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