
Geography
Shape Your World
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Geography is the study of relationships between people and their environments. 
As a Geography major at Valpo, you will not only develop a critical understanding of 
places, environments, and cultures around the world, but also learn to use spatial 
analysis tools for solving real-world problems. Because we live in a highly 
interconnected world, the critical ability to understand global geographic trends 
will give you a competitive advantage over your peers in many other disciplines. 

Our Classes

Our courses cover a full range of topics and formats, including cultural analysis, 
economic geography, the physical environment, and biogeography. We also offer 
a complete set of laboratory-based physical science classes as well as 
technology-rich geospatial analysis and computer mapping classes.

Unique Field Experience

Whether on an afternoon outing or a more extended field course, our 
students gain valuable experience using instrumentation and learning 
crucial methods of data collection and field observation. Our faculty 
regularly conduct field courses with students in amazing places like 
Alaska, Hawaii, the Sonoran Desert, and Yellowstone National Park. 

Internships

Our students participate in exciting internships with the National 
Park Service, archaeological excavations, city and county planning 
offices, and not-for-profit conservation organizations.

Digital Mapping

Using sophisticated GIS software, our students learn first hand 
how to analyze and visualize geographic data to understand 
and solve spatial problems. They also use advanced image 
processing software to identify real-time issues and monitor 
environmental and land-use changes from satellite data.

Careers

The Department of Labor has identified geospatial 
technology has one of a handful of high-growth industries 
with increasing job prospects. Our students have found 
employment with private companies as well as elite 
government agencies.

Graduate School

Our students have a tremendous track record of graduate 
school success, usually with full funding, at top-tier programs 

across the country. Feel free to ask us for more information.

Geomorphology
National Parks
Field Studies
North American 
Indian Studies

American Ethnic 
Geography
Natural Hazards
Political Geography
Historical Geography

Economic Geography
Urban Geography
Rural Geography
Geography of Cyberspace
World Human Geography

GIS and Remote Sensing
Cartography
Environmental 
Conservation
Biogeography
Globalization

Faculty

ronald.janke@valpo.edu jon.kilpinen@valpo.edu mike.longan@valpo.edu bganeshb@valpo.edu

A false color satellite image of an urban area 
surrounded by fields. Students learn to interpret and 
analyze digital imagery for various applications.

Students on a field trip to the Big Island in Hawaii. 
Photographed with USGS scientists on a 
new lava field .

A student GIS project on selecting suitable sites 
for wind energy in Illinois

Somewhere near the Chiricahua mountains in 
southern Arizona, students learn about 
landscapes formed by ancient volcanism
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