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Discussion Board 

@ 

Add a Discussion Forum by 
clicking the Add Forum Button 
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Give your Forum a topic and a de-
scription - tell your students what 
you want them to discuss  and how 
you would like them to discuss it. 
 
You may want to specify the number 
of postings and/or responses to 
classmates you want them to make. 
 
You can also guide their postings 
with more instructions and due 
dates. 
 
 
Be sure to look at the default set-
tings and think about your discus-
sion needs: 
• Anonymous posts work well for 

opinion polls, but not assign-
ments 

 
• Allowing the author to modify or 

remove their messages can be 
tricky if someone has replied to 
them already. 

 
• Allowing file attachments allows 

students to easily share work for 
peer reviews. 

 
• Allowing new threads will let the 

conversation take on different di-
rections. 

 
Instructors also have the ability to 
give additional privileges to a stu-
dent or to block a student from par-
ticipating in a discussion. 
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Discussion Boards can be confusing the first time you use them.  
They have a lingo all their own. 
 
Think of the Discussion Board as a building.  Inside of that building 
are a few different rooms.  Those rooms are Forums.  Inside of 
each room there are students having a discussion. 

Forum = topic 

Thread 

Reply 

Reply 

Thread 

Forum = topic 

Thread 

Reply 

Reply 

Reply 

Discussion Board 

In some cases the discussion 
flows from idea to idea (new 
threads)  

In others there is a very spe-
cific topic and students are 
only giving their opinion on 
that topic 

Forums are always created by the instructor.  However, it is up to 
each instructor to decide if students can create new threads in 
each discussion forum, based on the purpose of the discussion. 

Posted by instructor 


