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12.1 Full Citation Format for Cases 

Depending on the publication source(s) and the history of a case, a full case 

citation may contain up to nine components; many case citations, however, 

have fewer components. 

Case name,|Reporter volume|Reporter abbreviation|Initial page,| Pinpoint 

page(s)|(Court abbreviation|Date),|Subsequent history designation,|Subsequent history 

citation. 

Example 

 

Case Name 

To construct a case name, examine the caption at the top of the case. (A 

caption is a heading at the top of a court document indicating the presiding 

court, the parties, the case’s identification number, and the nature of the 

document.) The case name component originates in the caption created for 

the case’s initial pleading (e.g., a plaintiff ’s complaint, an appellant’s notice 

of appeal). In constructing the case name component, your job is to 

represent the caption the case bears, but in abbreviated form and in 

accordance with the subsections of Rule 12.2(b) set out below. Do not rely 

on the case name or abbreviations represented in a running header displayed 

in the source; they may not comply with these rules. 

12.2(a) Typeface for case names 

12.2(a)(1) Typeface for case names in practice-based documents When citing 

a case within a practice-based document (e.g., an office memorandum or an 

appellate brief), present the case name and any internal punctuation within 

the case name in italics (or underlining, if you have been directed by a court 

rule or other instruction to use that formatting). Use this typeface regardless 

whether the citation appears in a full citation or a short citation and whether 

it appears in a citation sentence, a citation clause, or an embedded citation 
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(Rule 34.1). Use ordinary type for the comma that separates the case name 

from the remainder of the citation. 

Examples (case names in practice-based document citations) 

Singh v. Ashcroft, 393 F.3d 903, 905 (9th Cir. 2004). 

Locke v. Davey, 540 U.S. 712, 720 (2004). 

State ex rel. Gallwey v. Grimm, 48 P.3d 274, 286 (Wash. 2002). 

Singh, 393 F.3d at 904. 

12.2(b) Consolidated cases and cases with two names 

If a caption displays two or more cases that have been consolidated for the 

opinion, cite only the first case listed. If a single case has two different 

names, use the name shown first, unless it is a bankruptcy case. Bankruptcy 

cases with two names are governed by Rule 12.2(p)(2). 
Caption: Case name: 
VIKING PUMP, INC., Plaintiff, v. CENTURY  
INDEMNITY COMPANY, et al., Defendants. Warren 

Pumps LLC, Third-Party Plaintiff, v.  
Century Indemnity Company, et al., ThirdParty 

Defendants. Viking Pump, Inc., ThirdParty Plaintiff, v. 

John Crane, Inc., Houdaille  
Industries, Inc., Third-Party Defendants 

Viking Pump, Inc. v.  
Century Indem. Co., 

 

12.2(c) Parties cited 

Cite the first-listed party on each side of the case, beginning with the first 

listed relator, if any. (A relator is a person or entity who sues or defends on 

behalf of another interested party or entity, such as a guardian acting on 

behalf of a minor or an incapacitated ward or a government acting on behalf 

of a private citizen. See Rule 12.2(o) for guidance on indicating relators.) 

Some reporters and electronic databases display the first-named party in 

all capital letters; despite that presentation, capitalize only the first letter of 

each word used in the party’s name. If “v.” or “versus” is displayed in the 

caption, place a lowercase “v.” between the names of opposing parties. Omit 

phrases such as “et al.” (“and others”), “et ux.” (“and spouse”), or other 

terms that designate additional or unnamed parties. Omit a caption’s 

references to parties’ designations or roles, such as plaintiff , defendant, 

appellant, appellee, petitioner, respondent, intervenor, administrator, 

executor, guardian, licensee, or trustee. If a party’s name is exceptionally 

long, you may drop words not essential to its representation. 

Examples 
Caption: Case name: 
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Robert J. Tarbox et al. v. Stephen W. Blaisdell et al. Tarbox v. Blaisdell, 

Kathy SMITH, as Executrix for the Estate of 

Kenneth Smith, Deceased, and Kathy  
Smith, Individually, Appellant, v. Linda  
ROHRBAUGH, Appellee 

Smith v. Rohrbaugh, 

 

12.2(d) Individual as party 

12.2(d)(1) Surname 

When a case name refers to an individual, use only that person’s surname 

as it is spelled in the caption. Retain all words in the surname, even if it is 

hyphenated or contains two or more words. Omit surname suffixes such as 

“Jr.” and “III.” Omit alternative names for the party introduced by phrases 

such as “a/k/a” or “aka” (“also known as”). If you are unsure whether a word 

in a caption is part of an individual’s surname, consult the index to the 

reporter in which the case appears; cases are indexed by surnames. Do not 

use Appendix 3 to abbreviate an individual’s surname, even if one or more 

words in that surname appear in Appendix 3. 

Examples 

Caption: Case name: 

Juma Mussa v. Nikki Palmer-Mussa Mussa v. Palmer-Mussa, 

William S. Bailey v. Vernon L. Lanou, Jr. Bailey v. Lanou, 

12.2(d)(3) Initials of individual 

Case captions may use initials to refer to a party whose identity is being 

shielded (typically because the individual is a juvenile). If a party is 

designated solely by initials, use all of them as the party name, omitting 

spaces between consecutive capital letters (see Rule 2.2(b)). If a party is 

represented with a first name and an initial for the surname, retain both the 

first name and the initial. 

Examples 

Caption: Case name (spaces denoted by ▲): 

D.P.G., Plaintiff-Appellant, v.  D.P.G. v. L.G., 
                                                                                  ▲ ▲ 

L.G., Defendant-Respondent 

 Ruben M., Appellant, v. Arizona  Ruben M. v. Ariz. Dep’t of  
                                                                               ▲  ▲  ▲      ▲            ▲ 
Department of Economic                                           Econ. Sec., 

                ▲ 
Security, Latina M., Isaiah  
M., Reynaldo M., Estella T.,  
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Appellees 

12.2(e) Organization as party 

12.2(e)(1) Name of organization 

Organizations include legally recognized entities such as companies, 

corporations, firms, partnerships, airlines, railroads, associations, 

syndicates, and similar groups. Set out the full name of the organization as 

shown in the caption, even if the organization is named after a person, 

abbreviating words as described in Rule 12.2(e)(2). 
The name of an organization typically ends with a business designation 

(e.g., Ass’n, Co.). If an organization’s name contains two business 

designations, delete the second. See Chart 12.1 for a list of common 

business designations and their abbreviations; for abbreviations for other 

business designations, see Appendix 3(E). 
Omit “the” as the first word of an organization’s name (see also Rule 

12.2(r)). Omit phrases that come after the organization’s name such as 

“d/b/a” or “dba” (“doing business as”), “f/k/a” (“formerly known as”), and 

the words following such phrases. 

Examples 

 Caption: Case name: 

 Margaret HOWARD and Robert Howard,  Howard v. A.W.  

 Co-Executors of the Estate of John C.  Chesterton Co., 
Ravert, Deceased v. A.W. CHESTERTON  
CO., Ace Hardware Corp., Monsey Products Co., Pecora 

Corp. and Union Carbide Corp. 
Theresa Rivernider, Appellant, v. Buena  
Vida Homeowners Association, Inc., a  
Florida Corporation, Appellee 

Rivernider v. Buena Vida  
Homeowners Ass’n, 

Goodwyn, Mills & Cawood, Inc., a corporation, 

Plaintiff, v. Black Swamp, Inc. d/b/a Black Swamp 

Mitigation Bank, a corporation, and Murphree 

Evans, an individual, Defendants 

Goodwyn, Mills &  
Cawood, Inc. v. Black  
Swamp, Inc., 

12.2(e)(2) Abbreviated words in organization name 

Abbreviate any words in an organization’s name that appear in Appendix 

3(E). (Note: It may be necessary to modify an abbreviation shown in a 

caption in order to comply with the word’s abbreviation shown in Appendix 

3(E).) 

Unless otherwise indicated in Appendix 3(E), form an abbreviation’s 

plural by adding “s.” You may abbreviate other words of eight or more 

letters if the abbreviation will save substantial space in the case name and 

will be easily understood by readers. 
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Examples 
Caption: Case name: 
Ronald M. Bendalin, Appellant, v.  
Youngblood & Associates, a Texas  
General Partnership, Eldon L. Youngblood,  
Hilary Youngblood, and David Pederson,  
Appellees 

Bendalin v. Youngblood &  
Assocs., 

MEDIA GENERAL CABLE OF FAIRFAX,  
INC., Plaintiff-Appellant, v. SEQUOYAH  
CONDOMINIUM COUNCIL OF  
CO-OWNERS; AMSAT Communication,  
Incorporated, Defendants-Appellees 

 

Media Gen. Cable of Fairfax, Inc. 

v. Sequoyah Condo.  
Council of Co-Owners, 

12.2(e)(3) Commonly known initials in organization name 

“Commonly known initials” are a form of abbreviation that people tend to 

use—in ordinary speech—in place of an organization’s full name (e.g., 

ACLU, NBC, NAACP). When there is no danger of confusion, you may 

substitute commonly known initials for a party’s complete name. Do not 

insert periods or spaces between commonly known initials. If you are 

uncertain whether the initials are commonly known, use the organization’s 

complete name, abbreviating any words that appear in Appendix 3(E). 

Example 

Caption: Case name: 

Alliance for Community Media,  Alliance for Cmty. Media v. FCC, et al., 

Petitioners, v. Federal  
Communications Commission, et al.,  
Respondents 

Caption:  

 

CHART 12.1 Common Business Designations 
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12.2(g) United States as party 

When the government of the United States of America is a party, refer to it 

as “United States”; do not abbreviate it as “US” or “U.S.,” regardless of how 

it may appear in the caption. If the words “of America” are displayed in the 

caption, omit them. When the words “United States” are used as part of the 

name of a federal department or agency (Rule 12.2(k)) or part of an 

organization’s name (Rule 12.2(e)), however, abbreviate them as “U.S.” 

Examples 
Caption: Case name: 
United States of America, Plaintiff- 
Appellee, v. Johnny E. Hatcher,  
Defendant-Appellant 

United States v. Hatcher, 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF 

COMMERCE, et al., Appellants v.  
MONTANA, et al., Appellees 

U.S. Dep’t of Commerce v.  
Montana, 

Toth v. United States Steel Corp. Toth v. U.S. Steel Corp. 

 

12.2(h) State or commonwealth as party 

When one of the fifty states in the United States is a party, examine the case 

caption to determine whether the case was decided by a court of the same 

state (e.g., the State of Texas in a case decided by the Texas Supreme Court; 

the People of Colorado in a case decided by the Colorado Court of Appeals) 

or by a court in a different jurisdiction (e.g., the State of Texas in a case 

decided by the United States Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit; the 

People of Colorado in a case decided by the United States Supreme Court). 

If citing a decision of the state’s own court, retain only the word “State,” 

“Commonwealth,” or “People,” depending on which noun appears in the 

case caption. Omit the prepositional phrase containing the state’s name. 

If citing a decision of a different jurisdiction’s court, retain the state’s full 

name but omit the phrase “State of,” “Commonwealth of,” or “People of.” 

Do not abbreviate the state’s name. 

Examples 

 Caption (indicating court): Case name: 

 Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania. Commonwealth v. Reynolds, 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania v.  
Sandra Reynolds, Appellant 

United States Court of Appeals, Ninth  Sharer v. Oregon, Circuit. 
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Lois Sharer; Steven Humber, 

Plaintiffs-Appellants, v. 
State of Oregon; Peter Ozanne; Peter  
Gartlan, Defendants-Appellees 

12.2(i) Other geographical references in party names 

Many party names contain geographical references. Retain the first 

geographical reference in a party’s name, and abbreviate any of its words 

that appear in Appendix 3(B); omit any subsequent geographical references 

in the party name. A practical guide is to omit words following the first 

comma in the party’s name. Omit the word ‘‘the’’ if it appears before a 

geographical location (Rule 12.2(r)). 
Follow Rule 12.2(g) if the United States of America is itself a party; Rule 

12.2(h) if a state or commonwealth is a party; and Rule 12.2(j) if a city or 

municipality is a party. 

Examples 

 Caption: Case name: 

 Luana B. OHMER, Petitioner, v.  Ohmer v. Super. Court of Cal., 
SUPERIOR COURT OF CALIFORNIA,  
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES,  
Respondent 

 TENNESSEE VALLEY AUTHORITY,  Tenn. Valley Auth. v. Hill, 
Petitioner, v. Hiram G. HILL, Jr., et al.,  
Respondent 

12.2(j) City or municipality as party 

When a city or municipality is a party, set out its full name, omitting “the” 

if that article is the first word of the party’s name (Rule 12.2(r)) and omitting 

any larger geographical designations following the name (e.g., a county 

name or a state name). 

Examples 

 Caption: Case name: 

 HISTORIC CHARLESTON FOUNDATION  Historic Charleston Found. v.  

 and Preservation Society of Charleston,  City of Charleston, 
Respondents, v. The CITY OF  
CHARLESTON, The City of Charleston  
City Council and Library Associates,  
LLC, Appellants 

 Mary Peters SCHRAMEL, et al.,  Schramel v. Collegeville  
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 Appellants, v. Collegeville Township,  Twp., 

Minnesota, Respondent 

12.2(o) Relator as party; procedural phrase ex rel. 

A relator is a person or entity who sues or defends on behalf of another 

interested party or entity, such as a parent on behalf of a minor child, a 

guardian on behalf of a ward. The procedural phrase “ex rel.” (abbreviating 

“ex relatione”) indicates that a relator is involved in the case. These 

relationships are also indicated by phrases in a caption such as “by and 

through,” “for the use of,” “on behalf of,” and “on the relation of,” to name 

a few. 

Begin with the relator’s name, followed by the procedural phrase ex rel. 
(which replaces any other relationship phrase used in the case name) and 

then the name of the interested party or entity. 

If a caption shows multiple relators or interested parties, cite only the 

firstlisted relator or interested party per side. If a caption lists the interested 

party first, change the order to begin the case name with the relator. If a 

caption identifies a party as participating both individually and as a relator, 

use the party’s first-listed status; thus, if a person is first identified as acting 

individually, omit reference to the person as a relator. 

Examples 
Caption: Case name: 
Wayne MYLES, Appellant, v. FLORIDA 

DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE on behalf of 

Natricia A. BATCHELOR, Appellee 

Myles v. Fla. Dep’t of Revenue ex 

rel. Batchelor, 

Nydreeka Williams, by and through her Mother 

and next friend, Theresa Raymond, and Theresa 

Raymond, as  
Administrator of the Estate of Robert  
Earl Williams, Deceased v. Wal-Mart  
Stores East, L.P., and Martha Parker 

Raymond ex rel. Williams v.  
Wal-Mart Stores E., L.P., 

Keisha Hunt, Individually and on Behalf of her 

Minor Child, M.H. v. McNeil Consumer 

Healthcare, et al. 

Hunt v. McNeil Consumer  
Healthcare, 

 

12.2(p)  Procedural phrases in re and ex parte; procedural phrases in 

bankruptcy case names 

12.2(p)(1) Procedural phrases in re and ex parte in general 

Use the procedural phrases ‘‘in re’’ and ‘‘ex parte’’ when they or their 

synonyms appear in case names. 
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“In re” means “regarding.” It labels a proceeding with no adversarial 

parties, but which involves a thing or a status, such as a bankrupt’s estate or 

a proposed public project. “In re” replaces synonymous phrases such as ‘‘in 

the matter of,”  

“matter of,” “petition of,” and “application of.” 

“Ex parte” means “from or on behalf of only one side to a lawsuit.” It 

labels an action made by, for, or on behalf of one party, oft en without notice 

to or contest by the other side. For example, an ex parte divorce hearing is 

one in which only one spouse participates and the other does not appear. 

Habeas corpus proceedings for wrongful convictions often display “ex 

parte” case names on behalf of the prisoner. 

If a procedural phrase is used before an adversarial party name (look for 

the “v.”), drop the procedural phrase. Phrases such as ‘‘Estate of” and ‘‘Will 

of’’ are not treated as or replaced by procedural phrases; retain them in the 

case name. If a caption displays more than one procedural phrase, use only 

the first. For bankruptcy cases, see Rule 12.2(p)(2). 

Examples 
Caption: Case name: 
Ex parte Sherman D. GEORGE Ex parte George, 

In the Matter of the Adoption of F.I.T. In re Adoption of F.I.T., 

In the Matter of the ESTATE OF  
Kenneth Alexander TAYLOR, Deceased 

In re Estate of Taylor, 

Ex parte TYSON FOODS, INC., et al. (In re 

Reba Kirkley, as administratrix of the estate of 

Allen Hayes, deceased v.  
Tyson Foods, Inc., et al.) 

Ex parte Tyson Foods, Inc. 

In re L. Dennis KOZLOWSKI,  
Petitioner-Respondent, v. NEW  
YORK STATE BOARD OF PAROLE,  
Respondent-Appellant 

Kozlowski v. N.Y. State Bd. of  
Parole, 

 

12.2(r) “The” as first word of party’s name 

Omit “the” if it is the first word in a party’s name, unless it is part of the 

name of an object in an in rem action (see Rule 12.2(p)), it refers to an 

established popular name (see Rule 12.2(q)), or it refers to “The King” or 

“Th e Queen” as a party. 

Examples 

 Caption: Case name: 
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 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc.,  New Yorker Magazine, Inc. v.  

Appellant, v. Lawrence E. Gerosa,  Gerosa, Comptroller 

of the City of New York, and George M. Bragalini, 

Treasurer of the City of New York 

 In re The EXXON VALDEZ In re The Exxon Valdez, 

Barry Victor Randall, Appellant, v. The  Randall v. The Queen, Queen, 

Respondent 

 12.3 Reporter Volume 

A case is customarily cited to its appearance in a print reporter, even when 

the researcher has located the case through an online database or other 

source. Following the italicized case name and its concluding comma in 

ordinary type, insert the volume number of the cited reporter, formatted in 

ordinary type and set off  with a space on either side. 

Example (reporter volume in red) 

Jenkins v. Hestand’s Grocery, Inc., 898 S.W.2d 30 (Ark. 1995). 

 12.4 Reporter Name 

12.4(a) Abbreviation and series 

Following the reporter volume number, insert the abbreviation for the name 

of the reporter (Rule 12.4(b)), formatted in ordinary type and followed by 

one space. Chart 12.2 shows abbreviations for the most commonly used 

reporters. (For abbreviations to print reporters containing a specific 

jurisdiction’s cases, consult the jurisdiction’s entry in Appendix 1.) 

Once a reporter reaches a set number of volumes (typically 999, but 

sometimes fewer), its publisher issues a new series and begins numbering 

the volumes again. For series subsequent to the first, add the series number 

to the reporter abbreviation, using an ordinal contraction (Rule 4.3(b)). If 
the ordinal contraction follows a single-letter abbreviation, omit space 

between the abbreviation and the ordinal contraction, as shown in Chart 

12.2. 

CHART 12.2 Reporter Name Abbreviations 
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12.5  Page Numbers 

Citations to cases should indicate the initial page number of the reporter on 

which the case begins, and if possible, a pinpoint page reference to the 

specific material cited. For general information about page number 

references, see Rule 5. 

12.5(a) Initial page number 

Following the reporter abbreviation, insert a space followed by the case’s 

initial page number, that is, the page on which the case begins in that 

reporter. In parallel citations, provide the initial page for the case in each 

reporter, immediately after each reporter’s abbreviation. 
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 12.6 Court Abbreviation 

12.6(a) General rule for identifying court of decision 

Each case citation must identify, in some form, the court who decided the 

matter. You typically will do so in a court/date parenthetical that 

immediately follows the initial page and pinpoint page references. To create 

the parenthetical, insert an opening parenthesis, followed by the 

abbreviation for the court’s name, as shown in Appendix 1 or Appendix 4. 

(Note: Close the parentheses after inserting the date of decision (Rule 12.7).) 

Examples 

Howard v. Wal-Mart Stores, Inc., 160 F.3d 358, 360 (7th Cir. 1998). 

Webb v. Dixie-Ohio Express Co., 165 S.W.2d 539, 541 (Ky. 1942). 

12.6(b) Identifying United States Supreme Court 

If citing a case to a reporter that publishes only cases from the United States 

Supreme Court, there is no question which court decided the case. Th 

erefore, omit the court abbreviation from the court/date parenthetical. 

Identify the court, however, if citing the case in United States Law Week 

(U.S.L.W.), a looseleaf service that publishes, among other things, the 

decisions of multiple courts. 

Examples 
Correct: Penry v. Lynaugh, 492 U.S. 302 (1989). 
Incorrect: Penry v. Lynaugh, 492 U.S. 302 (U.S. 1989). 

Correct: Kloeckner v. Solis, 81 U.S.L.W. 4018 (U.S. Dec. 10, 2012). 

Incorrect: Kloeckner v. Solis, 81 U.S.L.W. 4018 (Dec. 10, 2012). 

 

12.6(c) Additional jurisdictional information in court name 

12.6(c)(1) State court abbreviations 

When citing a case decided by a court other than the state’s highest court, 

use the abbreviation shown in that state’s entry in Appendix 1 or Appendix 

4, if therein. Omit reference to departments, districts, or other subdivisions 

unless the information is highly relevant. If so, present the information in 

the order and numerical style used by the particular court, abbreviating any 

words shown in Appendix 3(G). 

Examples 

Griffin v. Paul, 901 So. 2d 1034, 1034 (Fla. Dist. Ct. App. 2005). 
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Griffin v. Paul, 901 So. 2d 1034, 1034 (Fla. 2d Dist. Ct. App. 2005). 

12.6(c)(2) Federal courts in general 

Except as noted in Rules 12.6(c)(3) and 12.6(c)(4), omit reference to 

divisions or units of federal district courts or courts of appeal. When 

identifying a court of the United States Courts of Appeals, always omit 

reference to the state in which the case originated. 

Examples 
Correct: Lipford v. Carnival Corp., 346  

F. Supp. 2d 1276, 1278 (S.D. Fla. 2004). 
Incorrect: Lipford v. Carnival Corp., 346 F. 

Supp. 2d 1276, 1278 (S.D. Fla.  
Miami Div. 2004). 

Correct: Ezell v. City of Chi., 651 F.3d 684, 704 (7th 

Cir. 2011). 

Incorrect: Ezell v. City of Chi., 651 F.3d 684, 704 (7th 

Cir. (Ill.) 2011). 

12.6(d) Parallel citations and court abbreviations 

In parallel citations, omit all or part of the court abbreviation in the 

court/date parenthetical if the name of any cited reporter or database 

clearly indicates the state or court of decision (e.g., Iowa Reports, North 

Carolina Court of Appeals Reports, Miss. App. LEXIS). 

Examples 

Miller v. Commonwealth, 5 Va. App. 22, 25, 359 S.E.2d 841, 842 (1987). 

State v. Davis, 283 Conn. 280, 299, 929 A.2d 278, 313 (2007). 

People v. Albanese, 38 A.D.3d 1015, 1017, 831 N.Y.S.2d 280, 283 (2007). 

Westphal v. City of St. Petersburg, No. 1D12-3563, 2013 Fla. App. LEXIS 15084 (Sept. 

23, 2013). 

 

12.7  Date of Decision 

Within the same parenthetical as the court abbreviation (if any), set out the 

date on which the case was decided. For cases cited to print reporters, 

provide only the year of the decision.  

Examples 

Guinan v. Tenet Healthsystems of Hilton Head, Inc., 677 S.E.2d 32, 36 (S.C. Ct. App. 

2009). 


