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Since 1879, Valparaiso 
Law School has armed 
thousands of lawyers with 

the skills necessary to succeed 
in diverse segments of the legal 
profession. Whether you enter 
a traditional law practice, a 
corporation, government, or a 
public service or not-for-profit 
organization, you will bring 
to the workplace well-honed 
research, writing and critical 
thinking skills; a firm grasp of 
legal theory; a respect for diverse 
perspectives; a commitment 
to service; and real-world 
experiences that make you 
practice-ready from day one.

Valparaiso Law has fulfilled this 
mission in part by remaining 
responsive to the markets in 
legal education and to the legal 
profession. We’ve maintained 
an acute focus on teaching and 
learning. We’ve developed an 
intensive research and writing 
program. We were among the 
first law schools to adopt a Pro 
Bono public service requirement. 
And, we’ve been offering  
live-client clinical education 
since 1967; our emphasis on 
hands-on learning gives our 

students practical experience 
while serving our community 
through nine clinics that provide 
free legal support.

During the 2012-2013 school 
year, Valparaiso Law faculty 
and administrators seized the 
opportunity to re-examine and 
modify our curriculum. Our 

objective: keep our students 
competitive by staying ahead 
of a number of trends that 
are transforming the legal 
profession. 

“The future of legal education 
is to incorporate more practical 
skills training while delivering an 
innovative legal education,” said 

Professor JoEllen Lind. “We’re 
creating a solid connection 
between education, clinical and 
practical experience.”

A Changing  
Landscape

Over the last five years, a larger, 
more global legal industry has 
emerged that now includes a 
low-cost, technology-driven 
legal marketplace. New business 
models are emerging that 
deliver traditional services on an 
outsourced or contracted basis—
and change the way employers 
structure their firms and deliver 
services. Employers expect those 
they hire to possess the precise 
skill sets they value most: solving 
client problems. 

These trends impact law 
schools as well. We face 
increased pressure from legal 
practitioners and the American 
Bar Association (ABA) to 
deliver graduates who are even 
more practice-ready. We must 
also prepare students for a 
broader set of career goals as 
more students aspire to non-
traditional legal careers that 

Valparaiso Law is teaching talented incoming students how to read and write  
complicated legal texts, ask the right questions and solve problems while preparing  

them for a wide variety of career options.

Valparaiso Law faculty and administrators are committed to an 
innovative new curriculum that helps you develop professional skills, 

understand legal theory and learn from real-world experiences.

R E T H I N K I N G  L E G A L  E D U C A T I O N

A Bold New Curriculum Emphasizes
the Practice of Law
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require an even broader base 
of knowledge. As a result, law 
schools must work harder than 
ever to teach talented incoming 
students how to write, read 
complicated texts, ask the right 
questions and solve problems 
while preparing them for a wider 
variety of career options.

“This curriculum has huge 
components of experience,” says 
Professor Bruce Berner. “We 
engage students by getting them 
quickly into actual cases so they 
can see the practical purpose and 

the consequences of what we’re 
talking about.”

“There’s a diverse blend of 
personal and professional 
experience here,” adds 1L James 
Barth, “and my classmates 
bring their real-world insights 
to the classroom. When we are 
studying a case we are able to 
discuss the whole context and 
reason for action.”

Objective Appraisal

At its core, Valparaiso Law is a 
private school that is part of a 

University that is committed to 
diversity and service. We attract 
students, faculty and staff with 
broadly different backgrounds 
and perspectives. We believe in 
helping people and in serving 
society.  Our graduates work in 
large and small firms, regional 
practices, business and regional 
governments. And we prepare 
them by building practical 
research and writing skills, by 
instilling the value of Pro Bono 
service, and by encouraging 
them to gain practical experience 
by working in one of nine legal 

clinics that serve more than 500 
community residents each year. 

Curriculum Reform

With these values as our 
foundation, we built greater 
flexibility and balance into our 
curriculum so that it responds 
fully both to your needs and to 
changes in the legal profession. 
Our new curriculum teaches to 
the practice. It focuses on three 
established markets—advocacy, 
government and business—and 
ensures that you gain substantive 

Students cultivate the skills they need as entry-level practitioners.

A Bold New Curriculum
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and practical experiences in all 
three “themes.” It also gives you 
opportunities to “bulk up” on a 
particular theme as you reach the 
final year of study. 

But within these themes, the 
curriculum carefully integrates 
the key skills required to pass the 
bar exam—exam-taking skills, 
essay writing, performance test 
writing, and review of Multistate 
Bar Examination (MBE) topics. As 
such, the curriculum aims to build 
the precise competencies required 
of an entry-level practitioner while 
maximizing bar passage on the 
first attempt.

During the first year, carefully-
sequenced courses build the 
context you need to engage with 
clients as their lawyer. Praxis 
helps you adjust to your role 
as a professional, become a 
better problem solver, develop 
interpersonal and professional 
skills and learn from experience. 
“Our new Praxis component 
is more than simply learning 
by doing,” says Professor Linda 
Whitton, who teaches the first 
semester Praxis. “It introduces you 
to the lawyer’s fundamental role 
as counselor and communicator. 
Inherent in this role is a necessary 
skill set—interviewing, counseling, 
problem-solving, and the ability 
to communicate with clients in 
a professional manner,” Whitton 
continues. “You are provided 
classroom opportunities to 
develop and hone these skills 
as well as supervised live-client 
opportunities to actually put the 
skills into practice. By the end of 
your first semester of law school, 
you and each of your classmates 
will personally experience what it 
is to be a lawyer.” 

Employment type for  
2012 graduates* 

In 2012, for the students who secured employment, half of the 
graduating class secured positions in private practice, nearly 20 
percent are working in business and industry and nearly 20 percent 
entered the non-profit sector, including government. Valparaiso Law 
encourages students to gain valuable perspectives on what they can 
do—and what difference they can make.

2012 GRADUATES WHO SECURED 
POSITIONS AT LAW FIRMS53%

Business &  
Industry

23% 

Law Firms

53% 

Government and 
Public Interest

22% 

Academia

2% 

*  As reported to the ABA nine months 
post graduation
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In the 1L year, you will focus on 
building legal writing skills and 
critical reading and thinking 
skills. You will learn to write 
office memos, complaints, trial 
briefs and other objective and 
persuasive forms of legal writing. 
And you will use the writing 
process to demonstrate your 
research, reading, thinking and 
problem-solving skills. 

“Foundations really expressed 
the importance of briefing cases, 
and doing so prepares us for 
class discussions and helps us 

build study tools,” says 1L Steven 
Harper. “I feel I’m getting more 
education from the outset—more 
bang for my buck—because I’m 
learning essential skills alongside 
Contracts and Civil Procedure.”

During the four seven-week 
sessions you will also build a 
doctrinal foundation. You will 
move from contextual sessions in 
Contracts and Civil Procedure to 
Contracts, Torts, Criminal Law 
and Property. Civil Procedure 
then returns, along with a course 
on Damages and Equity that 

integrates previous learning  
and applies it to the all important 
matter of generating the 
outcomes and solutions  
clients seek.

“Coming from an education 
background, it’s exciting to see 
a school put itself out on the 
cutting edge the way Valparaiso 
Law has done,” adds 1L Michael 
Sanchez. “My classmates and 
I think the new curriculum is 
outstanding and love the way it’s 
able to reach a new generation  
of student.”

During the second year, you 
will focus on subjects most 
often tested on state bar exams, 
plus substantive areas and 
skills necessary for entry-level 
competency. You will complete 
30 credits, with 25 of them 
required. You will also complete 
experiential requirements 
in business, advocacy and 
government. At the end of the 
second year, you will take a 
practice bar exam administered 
and graded in a real bar exam 
setting. This step enables you 
to measure how your skills are 

Session

The first-year curriculum 
will be delivered in  
four integrated seven-
week sessions.

1 Through a live-client based 
experience, students learn 
their responsibilities as 
professionals and develop 
a contextual foundation for 
the first-year curriculum.

Legal  
Research

Legal  
ResearchLegal Writing 1

2

3

4

Praxis

A contextual introduction  
to being a lawyer

Contracts
Civil 
Procedure

Foundations

Torts

Torts

Damages 
and Equity

Contracts Criminal Law 

Property Criminal Law 

Property
Civil 
Procedure

Doctrinal/Skills

Substantive courses in each session build a doctrinal 
foundation in a unified and progressive manner.

First-Year Chart:

A Bold New Curriculum
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THE NEW CURRICULUM PREPARES STUDENTS 

to pursue diverse career paths by exposing them to three 

established markets—advocacy, government and business. 

Approved externships

During the third year, students 
choose elective Practicums that 
give them first-hand exposure to 
specific legal practice settings. 
These settings may include
one of nine Valparaiso Law
legal clinics or an externship. 
They can also choose simulation 
exercises tied to an advanced 
legal topic such as real estate. 
Faculty develop these electives 
and integrate them with 
advanced substantive course 
work or a related  
co-curricular activity. 

90+

developing—and determine 
where you need to focus during 
third year courses. 

The third year is entirely elective. 
You may choose a Practicum—a 
coordinated program that will 
immerse you in substantive 
and practical experiences. 
These offerings, our in-house 
equivalent to the medical 
residency model, are linked 
to distinct practice settings. 
Each Practicum requires you to 

complete an advanced course or 
series of courses related to the 
Practicum topic. Alternatively, 
you can participate in a related 
co-curricular activity such as 
Moot Court or client counseling. 
During each Practicum, you will 
complete an in-depth research 
and writing project supervised 
and graded by either an assigned 
faculty member or a mentor 
who is a practicing attorney. You 
complete a client representation 
experience through our  

in-house clinics, externships or 
simulations. You also develop 
personal career objectives and 
action plans and participate 
in general or specific skills 
training focused on interviewing, 
counseling, negotiating, problem 
solving and ethics. 

“I’m especially excited about the 
3L year,” says 1L Courtney Smith. 
“Through clinics, externships 
and internships, I’ll gain the 
experience I need to know what 

I’m doing from day one. I’ll 
know what it’s like to report 
to associates, and how to draft 
memos and write case briefs. 
And I’ll be able to discover what 
I love to do without having to 
jump from job to job to find out.”

Valparaiso Law’s new curriculum 
began with the 208 new students 
who matriculated this fall as the 
Class of 2016. 

WE INVITE YOU TO LEARN MORE about our new curriculum by scheduling a personal visit or by attending  

one of our special events. Please call 219-465-7821 or email law.admissions@valpo.edu.
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“ Coming from an education background,  
it’s exciting to see a school put itself out  
on the cutting edge the way Valparaiso Law 
has done. My classmates and I think the 
new curriculum is outstanding and love  
the way it’s able to reach a new generation 
of student.”

    –  1L MIC H AE L SAN C HEZ


