Contracts

Fall 2014
Benson Classroom, Tuesdays & Thursdays 10:30-12:20
Instructor: D. A. Jeremy Telman
Office: Wesemann 242
Office phone: 465-7811
Office Hours: Monday-Friday: 12:30-2:30 (and by appointment)
N.B.: I will often hold office house in the Wesemann Café.  Students are welcome to join me for lunch just to chat or to talk about the course.  Sometimes I will be called into meetings during my office hours.  I will try to give you advance warning if that happens and will put a sign on my door indicating my whereabouts and expected time of return.
Required Texts:
Brian A. Blum, Contracts: Examples & Explanations (6th ed., Wolters Kluwer 2013) 

Packet of Readings available from Melissa Mundt.

These materials are also available on the course LibGuide (online at http://lawlibguides.valpo.edu/contracts), but you need to have a printed version of the cases to bring with you to class.
Course Requirements
We will have three assessments throughout the mini-mester.  These will be graded homework assignments or in-class quizzes.  They will account cumulatively for 20% of your grade.
I will consider attendance and participation in determining the final grades for students whose final examination grade is at or near the borderline between two grades.  In addition, I will deduct points from the final grades of students who are habitually absent from class (see below).

Participation and Attendance Policy
Students are expected to participate fully in class through regular attendance, in accordance with law school policy.  I will regularly call on students to summarize, analyze and discuss assigned readings.  

I will pass around an attendance sheet at the beginning of each class and you will be expected to sign next to your name on the sheet.  It is your responsibility to sign in.  If you come late and do not sign in, you will be counted absent.  Students who miss more than two (2) class meetings will have their grades lowered one level for each additional absence.  So if you would otherwise earn a B+ in the class, but you missed three classes, your grade will be a B.  Students who miss more than four (4) class meetings will be administratively withdrawn from the course.
Note that this policy does not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  I will do my best to give you fair warning if you are getting close, but it is your responsibility to keep track of your attendance and to make in you sign in each day.  In addition, please note that poor attendance can affect your course grade.  Your objective should be to attend every class session, not to rack up as many absences as you can without being withdrawn.

If you believe that special circumstances require an accommodation, you should notify the Assistant Dean Probst as soon as you think there might be a problem. 

Students who habitually arrive late to class will receive written warnings.  After the warning, late arrivals will count as absences.

Usage of Electronic Devices:
Students may not use computers or other electronic devices during class.  If, for some extraordinary reason, you must have your cell phone on in class, it must be on vibrate.  If you are expecting an urgent call, let me know and sit near an exit.  Texting and other use of electronic devices in class are strictly prohibited.
However, students should bring clickers to each class meeting.  I will frequently poll the class (anonymously) to see how well the class is grasping the material.
Tentative Course Schedule
This syllabus is provisional.  I reserve the right to fall behind and adjust the syllabus accordingly.  I will let you know of such adjustments, both in class and through e-mail.  Checking your VU e-mail is one of your responsibilities as a law student, so there is no excuse for not being prepared to discuss assigned cases on the days we discuss them.  

	Class
	 Date
	Subject(s)
	Readings

	1
	8/19
	Introduction: Freedom of Contracts & Intent to Enter Legal Relations 
	Cases: Hurley v. Eddingfield; Ray v. Eurice & Bros., Inc.
Discussion of Telman Exercise 1
Blum: Chapter 1 and Examples 1, 2, 4 & 5, Chapter 2, 18-26

	2
	8/21
	Offers
	Cases: Lefkowitz v. Great Minneapolis Surplus Store; Lucy v. Zehmer; Leonard v. Pepsico
Blum: 59-66, Chapter 4, Examples 1 & 2

	3
	8/26
	Acceptance
	Cases: Petterson v. Pattberg; Normile v. Miller
Discussion of Telman Exercise 2
Blum: 89-94, 98-102, Chapter 4, Examples 3-5, 8

	4
	8/28
	Consideration 
	Cases: Fischer v. Union Trust Co.; Dougherty v. Salt; Kirksey v. Kirksey; Hamer v. Sidway
Blum: 177-85, 199-202, Chapter 7, Examples 1-2, 4
Assessment I

	5
	9/2
	Modification
	Cases:  Alaska Packers’ Association v. Domenico; Angel v. Murray 
Blum: 191-99, Chapter 7, Example 3

	6
	9/4
	Battle of the Forms
	Cases: Princess Cruises v. General Electric Co.; Diamond Fruit Growers, Inc. v. Krack Corp.
Discussion of Telman Exercise 3
Blum: 26-34

	7
	9/9
	Electronic Contracting 
	Cases: Hill v. Gateway; Klocek v. Gateway
Blum: Chapter 6
Assessment II

	8
	9/11
	Promissory Estoppel and Charitable Subscriptions
	Cases: Ricketts v. Scothorn; Hoffman v. Red Owl Stores, Inc.; Allegheny College v. National Chautauqua County Bank
Blum: 229-46 and Chapter 8, Examples 1, 4, 5 

	9
	9/16
	Bid Cases and Restitution
	Cases: James Baird Co. v. Gimbel Bros., Inc.; Drennan v. Star Paving Co.; Brady v. State of Alaska
Blum: 250-54 and Chapter 8, Example 6
Blum: 269-83 and Chapter 9, Examples 1, 2

	10
	9/18
	Moral Consideration
	Cases: Mills v. Wyman; Webb v. McGowin
Blum: 289-95, Example 3
Assessment III

	11
	9/23
	Incomplete Contracts and Ambiguous Contracts
	Cases: Raffles v. Wichelhaus; Academy Chicago Publishers v. Cheever; Sun Printing & Publishing v. Remington Paper
Blum: 326-36, 340-42, Chapter 10, Examples 3, 4, 8

	12
	9/25
	Statute of Frauds
	Cases: Buffaloe v. Hart; Crabtree v. Elizabeth Arden Sales Corp; McIntosh v. Murphy
Blum: Chapter 11 and Examples 1, 2, 4

	13
	TBD

	Parol Evidence
	Cases: Mitchill v. Lath; Masterson v. Sine; Frigaliment Importing Co. v. B.N.S. International Sales Corp.; Columbia Nitrogen v. Royster Co.
Blum: 385-400, 404-07 and Examples 1, 2, 4

	14
	9/30
	Review/Catch up
	Discussion of Telman Problem 4

	
	TBA
	EXAM
	


� I will be at a conference during what should be our last meeting on October 2nd, so we will have a make-up class at a time to be determined during the preceding week.





