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2012 EVENT SCHEDULE
other state
Dec. 2 to March 18, Brauer Museum of Art, 
Education Room 
Multimedia video installation by Claudette Roper

Wednesday, Jan. 11
Art and Essay Contest Recognition  
and Award Ceremony
6-7 p.m., Harre Union Ballroom B
Artwork will be on display in the Harre Union  
starting Jan. 9   

Friday, Jan. 13
Community Conversations*
Noon-1 p.m., VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

Student Coffee House 
7 p.m., Harre Union Ballroom 

Saturday, Jan. 14
Community Conversations*
Noon-1 p.m., VARIOUS LOCATIONS 

My College Buddy and Me*
Community Service Project
1-4 p.m., Harre Union Ballroom
To volunteer, visit: 
valpo.edu/union/offices/volunteer.php   

Film Screening:
Mad Hot Ballroom*  
7 p.m., Christopher Center Community Room
Hosted by Kappa Delta Pi

Sunday, Jan. 15
Gospel Communion Service
10 a.m., Chapel of the Resurrection  

Film Screenings (hosted by Kappa Delta Pi):
Mad Hot Ballroom*  
2 p.m., Christopher Center, Room 205

The Interrupters*  
4:30 p.m., Christopher Center, Room 205
6:45 p.m., Panel discussion with film cast 
members following screening

Monday, Jan. 16
Convocation featuring Tim King*
10 a.m., Chapel of the Resurrection

Tree Blessing
11:15  a.m., MLK Arboretum

Luncheon: A Meal Fit for a King
11:45 a.m., Harre Union Ballroom
Q&A with convocation speaker Tim King 

Focus Sessions I and II*
1:15-2:15 p.m. and 2:30-3:30 p.m.
VARIOUS LOCATIONS: Harre Union, Christopher 
Center, Center for the Arts, Mueller Hall, and 
Neils Science Center 

Closing featuring Iris Chen*
4 p.m., Christopher Center Community Room 

“Talk to a Lawyer Today”
9 a.m.-5 p.m., Law School, Wesemann Hall
Hosted by NWI Volunteer Lawyers Inc.

Tuesday, Jan. 17
The Interrupters*
5:30 p.m., Benson Classroom, Room 160, 
Law School, Wesemann Hall
7:45 p.m., Panel discussion following the film

Wednesday, Jan. 18 
Mock Congressional Debate*
4-6:30 p.m., Law School, Wesemann Hall
“The Impact of Standardized Testing under the  
No Child Left Behind Act of 2001”
Hosted by current Valparaiso Law School students

Thursday, Jan. 26
Valparaiso University Law School  
MLK speaker*
Paola Bergallo, Professor of Law, Universidad de 
San Andrés, Buenos Aires, Argentina
Member, Latin American Legal Studies at Yale 
Law School
4 p.m., Law School, Wesemann Hall

MLK Convocation Keynote Speaker: Tim King
and Closing Speaker: Iris Chen

Tim King 
is founder, 
President and 
CEO of Urban 
Prep Academies, 
a nonprofit 
organization 
operating a 
network of public 
college-prep 

boys’ schools in Chicago (including the nation’s 
first all-male charter high school) and related 
programs aimed at promoting college success. 
100% of Urban Prep graduates—all African-
American males and mostly from low-income 
families—have been admitted to four-year 
colleges/universities. Tim also serves as an 
Adjunct Lecturer at Northwestern University 
and has contributed to the Chicago Tribune, the 
Chicago Sun Times, and the Huffington Post. Tim 
was named ABC World News “Person of the 
Week,” Chicago magazine’s “Chicagoan of the 
Year,” People magazine’s “Hero of the Year” and 
to Ebony magazine’s “Power 100” list; featured 
on Good Morning America, The Oprah Winfrey 
Show, and The Moth/USA Networks’ Characters 
Unite series; and recognized by Presidents 
Barack Obama and Bill Clinton for his work 
with youth. Tim, a member of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity Inc., has completed post graduate 
work in Kenya and Italy; holds the Doctorate 
Honoris Causa from the Adler School; and has 
received the B.S. in Foreign Service and J.D. 
Degrees from Georgetown University. In 1996, 
Tim became the guardian of a former student 
orphaned when his mother died. That student 
was once homeless and now has graduated from 
college. Having a positive impact on this young 
man’s life is the achievement of which Tim is the 
proudest.

Iris Chen 
has served as 
President and 
Chief Executive 
Officer of the “I 
Have A Dream” 
Foundation 
since June 2007. 
Prior to this role, 
she served as 

Teach For America’s New York City Executive 
Director, where she led a major expansion and 
grew the local corps from 250 to 1,000 teachers. 
Previously, she worked as a management 
consultant with McKinsey & Company. 

Iris got her start in education as a 1990 charter 
corps member with Teach For America in New 
York City, where she taught fourth and fifth 
graders for three years at P.S. 307 in Brooklyn. 
After completing the Coro Fellows Program 
in 1993-94, Iris joined Teach For America’s 
national staff, serving as Director of Public 
Affairs and then Vice President of Program, 
where from 1995-98 she led the recruitment, 
selection, training, and ongoing support of 
corps members nationwide. 

Born in Washington, D.C., as the middle 
of seven children, Iris graduated from Yale 
University with a B.A. in East Asian Studies 
and earned her J.D./M.B.A. degree from 
Harvard University. Iris serves on the Board 
of Trustees of Achievement First-Bushwick 
Charter School and The Lincoln Fund, and on 
the advisory boards of Delaware Valley College, 
the William E. Macaulay Honors College at 
The City University of New York, Children For 
Children, the New York Civil Rights Coalition, 
and Entrepreneurial Ventures in Education / 
Summer Advantage USA. She is also a member 
of the New York Bar. In her spare time, she likes 
to run marathons, cook, and entertain. She 
completed her first ultramarathon in the fall of 
2007. Visit valpo.edu/mlk for updated 

information.
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The Convocation, 10 a.m., The Chapel of the Resurrection

Prelude:  Valpo Chamber Concert Band — Dr. Jeffrey Doebler, Conductor

Invocation:  The Rev. James Wetzstein, University Pastor

Welcome:  Mark A. Heckler, University President

Hymn:  “�Lift Every Voice and Sing,” from the poem by James Weldon Johnson, 
music by John Rosamond Johnson  
Led by members of the Valpo Chorale, Kantorei, 
Men’s and Women’s Choirs

Presentation of Awards:  Mark A. Heckler, University President

Introduction to Keynote Speaker:  John Ruff, Associate Professor; Director, First-year 
CORE Program

Keynote Address: Tim King, Founder, President and CEO of Urban Prep Academies

Announcements:  Stacy Hoult-Saros, Zahra Nwabara, Steering Committee Co-Chairs

Benediction: The Rev. James Wetzstein, University Pastor 

Post-Convocation Music:  Valpo Chamber Concert Band

FOCUS SESSION I:	 1:15-2:15 p.m.

OTHER STATE: AN ARTIST TALK BY CLAUDETTE ROPER
Claudette Roper, Artist, Sponsored by The Welcome Project and  
Brauer Museum of Art, Valparaiso University
Valparaiso University Center for the Arts: Room 1412
Multimedia artist and educator Claudette Roper will discuss her installation, “other 
state,” on display in the Brauer Museum of Art from December 2, 2011-March 18, 2012. 
“other state” explores racism through the eyes of 40 African Americans, ages 5-80, who 
were interviewed for the project. A collection of narratives representing the embodiment 
of Blackness, “other state” is rich in depth and scope and provides an intimate view of 
the vestiges of racism in business, academics, the media, social and familial settings.

WILL IT GET BETTER? SCHOOLS’ RESPONSES TO LGBT BULLYING  
AND SUICIDE
Nick Derda and Caitlin Doherty, Alliance, Valparaiso University
Harre Union: Brown and Gold Room, A
In recent years, several social activist campaigns have emerged in response to LGBT-
related bullying in schools and suicides of LGBT teens. This workshop will examine 
several of these campaigns, including the “It Gets Better Project.” In addition, several 
school anti-bullying policy changes will be discussed. Participants will be asked to assess 
whether or not these campaigns and policy changes are likely to have a lasting impact on 
the lives of LGBT students. Does it really “get better” for LGBT students?

THE IMMIGRANT EXPERIENCE: AN EVIDENCE-BASED  
PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE
Stewart Cooper, Adjunct Professor and Director, Counseling Services,  
Valparaiso University 
Harre Union: Victory Bell Room
In response to the significant politicization of the issue of immigration, in 2011 the 
President of the American Psychological Association appointed a Task Force of experts 
to identify and make available science-based findings on the current experiences 
surrounding immigration. This is a presentation on the findings of that Task Force, 
including information on barriers to accessing education. 

EDUCATION: A CATALYST FOR SOCIAL CHANGE
Social Action Leadership Team (SALT), Valparaiso University
Harre Union: Alumni Room
Is access to education a human right? Students from SALT will facilitate a session on the 
effects of education on social change. Using a variety of formats, presenters will engage, 
challenge and encourage participants to consider the complex ways that education is 
linked to many social problems. Participants will walk away from this dynamic session 
with a stronger awareness of the impact of education, as well as information on ways to 
utilize their own education as a catalyst for social change.

Lift ev’ry voice and sing
Till earth and heaven ring,
Ring with the harmonies of liberty.
Let our rejoicing rise
High as the list’ning skies;
Let it resound loud as the rolling sea.
Sing a song full of the faith that the
	 dark past has taught us;
Sing a song full of the hope that the
	 present has brought us;
Facing the rising sun
Of our new day begun
Let us march on, till victory is won.

Stony the road we trod,
Bitter that chast’ning rod,
Felt in the days when hope unborn had died;
Yet, with a steady beat,
Have not our weary feet
Come to the place for which our parents sighed?
We have come over a way that with tears has
been watered;

We have come, treading our path through
The blood of the slaughtered.
Out from the gloomy past,
Till now we stand at last
Where the white gleam of our bright star is cast.

God of our weary years,
God of our silent tears,
Thou who has brought us thus far on the way;
Thou who hast by thy might
Led us into the light:
Keep us forever in the path, we pray.
Lest our feet stray from the places, our God,
Where we met thee;
Lest, our hearts drunk with the wine of the
World, we forget thee;
Shadowed beneath thy hand
May we forever stand,
True to our God, true to our native land.
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FOCUS SESSION II:	 2:30-3:30 p.m.

REACHING THE DREAM: EDUCATION VS. SCHOOLING, A COMMUNITY 
STAKEHOLDERS’ ROUND TABLE DISCUSSION
Victoria O. Chiatula, Assistant Professor, and Alexander Roberts,  
Graduate Student, Department of Education, Valparaiso University
Harre Union: Brown and Gold Room, B
Education is an inextricable part of society as well as of a community. Research on 
education highlights the significance of community stakeholders as integral partners in 
the educational process. The goal of this session is to invite community stakeholders to 
discuss their understanding of the meaning of education and to offer insights on their 
role in helping students reach “the dream.” Although a panel – drawn from teachers, 
business leaders, elected officials, law enforcement, social service organizations and 
others – will respond to a series of questions, the session will be an interactive dialogue, 
with audience members encouraged to engage as well.

FOCUS SESSION I: (continued)	 1:15-2:15 p.m.

COMMUNITY CONVERSATIONS: EDUCATION AND OUR  
CHANGING COMMUNITY 
Stacy Hoult-Saros, Associate Professor and Chair, Diversity Concerns 
Committee, Valparaiso University
Harre Union: Ballroom A
Join participants in our inaugural Community Conversations series in this wrap-up of 
our weekend conversations about education and the changing face of our community. 
These conversations have aimed to engage our community in thinking and talking about 
the importance of diversity in education. Participants will share outcomes from their 
groups’ conversations on diversity at all levels of education and present reflections on 
the challenges and opportunities that different types of diversity represent at all levels of 
education. All are welcome, regardless of your previous engagement with these issues. 

REDUCING RACIAL AND ETHNIC DISPARITIES IN THE JUVENILE  
JUSTICE SYSTEM
Anthony McDonald, Juvenile Detention Alternatives Initiative/DMC 
Coordinator; Alison Cox, Director of Juvenile Detention; and Chris Buyer, 
Chief Juvenile Probation Officer, all Porter County
Valparaiso University Center for the Arts: 1412
Prisons are already over-crowded with people of color. In the near future, reports suggest 
that youth of color will be even more likely to go to prison than college. Reducing 
racial disparities and developing opportunities for youth of color – including access 
to affordable education – is a priority. Attendees will explore public attitudes towards 
crime, race, and youth, the growing need for cultural competency in our community 
and among our public servants, and steps necessary for a true “grassroots” effort to 

address these concerns. The presentation includes the history of the Juvenile Detention 
Alternatives Initiative (JDAI) movement.

BUILDING A HOUSE FOR BARBARA COTTON 
Gretchen Buggeln, Associate Professor, and Brittany Rosenau, Student,  
Valparaiso University
Harre Union: Alumni Room
In 1969, members of the Valparaiso University community built a house for Barbara 
Cotton and her six children, who wished to move out of Chicago’s notorious Cabrini 
Green Projects. The builders overcame financial difficulty, legal obstruction and 
prejudice, effectively beginning neighborhood integration in Valparaiso. Current 
Valparaiso students will tell the story of the construction of Cotton House and lead a 
discussion among members of the community who contributed to the building project 
and the Cotton family’s transition to life in Valparaiso. Audience participation is 
encouraged.

THE WORLD BECOMES WHAT YOU TEACH
Zoe Weil, President and Co-Founder, Institute for Humane Education 
(Note: This session will be conducted via Skype)
Harre Union: Brown and Gold Room, A 
Humane Educators seek to highlight the connections among environmental ethics, 
animal protection, and human rights. The mission and vision of humane education is to 
create a peaceful, just and sustainable world through education – the most viable form 
of activism on the planet. Students informed by the elements, principles and content 
of humane education become “solutionaries,” able to respond to the most challenging 
problems facing the planet today. Attendees will engage in conversation about humane 
education and its role in educating global citizens. (NOTE: Humane Education is now 
offered as a graduate degree and concentration at Valpo.)

MY DREAM IS LEARNING, TOO!
Lorrie Woycik, Special Olympics, and members of the Porter County  
Special Olympics Team
Harre Union: Brown and Gold Room, B
Special Olympics has provided a voice for those with special needs and given them a 
chance to speak out for justice in our society.  Through Special Olympics, athletes have 
realized their own educational dream. They have found those who believe in them and 
they learn to believe in themselves; this helps them to address the difficulty they face 
as “outsiders” and to recognize their abilities and potential. In the process, they help 
educate others, too. There will be question and answer time along with the presentation.

FOCUS SESSION II: (continued)	 2:30-3:30 p.m.
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FOCUS SESSIONS I and II: TWO-HOUR SESSIONS	 1:15-3:30 p.m. FOCUS SESSIONS I and II: TWO-HOUR SESSIONS	 1:15-3:30 p.m.

Inclusion in the program does not constitute endorsement by Valparaiso University or the MLK Steering Committee of any of the views presented.

ACCESSING THE DREAM: IMMIGRATION AND EDUCATION TODAY  
(A FILM SHOWING AND DISCUSSION)
Latinos in Valparaiso for Excellence (LIVE), Valparaiso University
Neils Science Center: Room 234
This interactive session combines a showing of selected segments of the film “Papers: 
Stories of Undocumented Youth” with a presentation on the DREAM Act, a national 
effort to secure access to education for the children of undocumented immigrants. 
Discussion will focus on issues surrounding access to education for immigrants and 
children of immigrants. Valparaiso University students will share their own stories as 
immigrants or children of immigrants, and all participants are encouraged to share 
their experiences.  Join members of LIVE for a lively discussion on a current hot topic in 
education.

HEAD OF THE CLASS: POPULAR CULTURE LOOKS AT SCHOOL  
DESEGREGATION AND DIVERSITY
Bridget Kies, Film Studies, University of Wisconsin, Milwaukee
Mueller Hall Refectory
Popular culture has long attempted to reflect and analyze issues of diversity and 
integration in the classroom, from the portrayal of desegregation in movies like 
Hairspray to the representation of Arab and Asian cultures in contemporary television 
shows like 90210 and Glee. This presentation will make use of movie and television 
clips, as well as open discussion, as we attempt to make sense of what we can learn by 
dissecting how learning is depicted. 

TAKE THE SCARY OUT OF WRITING! GAMES, STORIES, AND ACTING FOR 
SELF-EXPRESSION AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
Diane Lefer, ImaginAction, Los Angeles
Harre Union: Heritage Room
Disrespect, frustration, failure in the classroom? No matter how many words and ideas 
clamor inside a person’s head, many of us are stymied when it comes to moving these 
thoughts from the brain through the hand and to the screen or page. We’re not going 
to sit and stare at the blank page! Instead, we’ll actively participate together in a series 
of exercises that encourage personal expression, as well as deeper reflection and social 
engagement. 

EDUCATION IS NOT NEUTRAL! USING POPULAR EDUCATION PEDAGOGY 
TO BUILD POWERFUL SOCIAL ACTORS AND SOCIAL MOVEMENTS
Tony Nelson and Stuart Schussler, Mexico-US Solidarity Network/  
The Autonomous University of Social Movements (Chicago)
Christopher Center for Library and Information Resources: Community Room
In today’s global context of rapidly increasing income disparity, education should not be 
merely a rudimentary skill set obtained through K-12 and university attendance. Instead, 

many social change actors adopt popular education for raising consciousness and human 
agency in their struggles for justice and dignity. Popular education is a philosophy 
and method of learning that intentionally blurs the line between teacher and student 
and concentrates on the lived human experience. Participants will actively engage in 
how to build and strengthen social justice movements on their campus and in their 
communities, by engaging in listening campaigns, employing problem-posing practices, 
and collectively organizing for social change.

THE FIGHT FOR EDUCATION: COMBATING POVERTY
Chiquita Richardson and Christina Crawley, Black Student Organization,  
Valparaiso University
Christopher Center for Library and Information Resources: Room 205
This interactive session will include a showing of selected clips from the film “Waiting 
for Superman,” as well as a presentation of an interview by Geoffrey Canada, founder 
of Harlem Children’s Zone, which has helped low-achieving students in New York to 
succeed in school. Discussion will focus on how we can improve the educational system 
for our youth.
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The 2012 MLK Jr. Day Steering Committee thanks the following for their 
generous support:

1995	 Lou Jeanne Walton
1996	 Walter Reiner and Karl Lutze
1997	 Valpo Faculty Jazz Trio
1998	 No Award
1999	 Jane Claiborne
2000	 Judith Erwin-Neville 
	 and Valpo Gospel Choir
2001	 Hugh McGuigan
2002	 David Kehret
2003	 Bill Marion, Jr.
2004	 Jane Bello-Brunson

2005	� Asian American Association, 
Black Student Organization, 
and Latinos in Valparaiso 
for Excellence

2006	 James Kingsland
2007	 Alan Harre
2008	� Ryan Freeman-Jones 

and Gregory Jones
2009	 Roy Austensen and Renu Juneja
2010	� Alan Bloom and the Peace and  

Social Justice Symposium
2011	 Zhimin Lin	�

Martin Luther King Jr. Award Recipients

Brauer Museum of Art

Cultural Arts Committee

Professor Edward M. Gaffney

Valparaiso University Law School

Valparaiso University Student Senate

Valparaiso University Volunteer Programs

We would like to thank the following for additional funding for the 
MLK celebration:

2012 MLK Jr. Day Steering Committee

Co-Chairs. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                   Stacy Hoult-Saros, Zahra Nwabara

Arboretum. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                     Fred Sliger

Art Installation. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                        Phillip Powell, Allison Schuette, Liz Wuerffel

Closing Ceremony. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                                John Ruff

Community Conversations. . . . . . . . .        Stacy Hoult-Saros, Luciano Erazo, Zahra Nwabara,  
Lori Good, Tony McDonald, Anthony Azcona

Community Guests and Dignitaries . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                     James Albers, John Ruff

Convocation. . . . . . . . . . .          Sri Frazee, Gloria Ruff, John Ruff, Fred Sliger, James Wetzstein

Student Coffee House . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                            Breanna Barajas, Jeremy Reed, 
Gabriela Tino, Stacy Hoult-Saros

Film Screening. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                       Ruth Johnston, John Harrison, Kristin Takish

Focus Sessions. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Nelly Blacker-Hanson, Benjamin Ridgway,  
John Harrison, David Western, David Caulfield

Gospel Communion Service. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                  James Wetzstein

Hourly Concerns Committee. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .              Luciano Erazo, Kristin Takish, Fred Sliger

Luncheon . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                             Luci Hicks, Aimee Tomasek, Amy Atchison

MLK Medallion. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                                 Aimee Tomasek, Tracy Rongers

Publicity. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                           Lori Good, Amy Lowery, Phillip Powell, Jill Pals,  
Shannon Putchaven, Jesse Traschen, Virginia Shingleton

Law School Events. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Zahra Nwabara, Tajanae Mallett, Charles Bush,  
Ebonee Dawson, Anthony Azcona

Service Day . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                         Advocates for Civic Engagement Volunteers:  
Angela Zemke, Jessica Wilson

Art and Essay Contest and Reception . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .                  Del Gillispie, Jo Ellen Nix,  
Ruth Johnston

Ron Brindley

Lorraine Brugh and members 
	 of the Valpo Kantorei

Christopher Cock and members 
	 of the Valpo Chorale and Men’s Choir

Maura Cock and members of the Valpo 
	 Women’s Choir

Jeff Doebler and the Valpo Chamber 
	 Concert Band

Facilities Management

Four Seasons Landscape Nursery

Integrated Marketing and Communications

The Rev. Brian Johnson

Kappa Delta Pi

Sarah Kolan

Elizabeth Lynn

Megan Mankerian

Participating Northwest Indiana High 
School Art Students and Teachers

Deb Townsend and Americorps

Valpo Dining Services, 
	 Anthony Coschignano and 
	 Chef John Reid

Valparaiso Law Mock Debate

Coaches: Alicia Ivy, Ebonee Dawson, Crystal Martin, Caleb Grimes, Tajanae Mallett 
and Charles Bush

Debaters: Diesha Williams, Adrienne Thompson, Valerie Johnson, Whitney Kenner, 
Olivia Robinson, Beverly Ozowara, Shanon Buari, Aquila Robertson, Judene Hylton, 
David String, Jason Jointer, and Kayla Griffin

Faculty Advisor: Professor Susan Stuart

The 2012 MLK Jr. Day Steering Committee thanks the following for their 
participation:


