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Dear Parent,

In his two years at Valparaiso University, our son Joshua
has made lifelong friends and learned about himself, his
beliefs, and the engineering profession. In fact, Valpo has
been so good for him that his younger brother Stephen
joined him as a freshman this year. Both have found their
places in the Valpo community and feel fully supported
by the faculty and staff.

As a parent of a future Valpo student, you have support
also. Parents Council acts as a liaison between the
University and families. Parents Council members make
themselves available to you...

e at the FOCUS new student orientation program in
June. Members will answer your college transition
questions while your child registers for classes.

e during Welcome Weekend, August 20-21. Our Parent
“Ade” Station will offer refreshments, information,
comfort, and tissues, and our Parents Panel allows an
opportunity to talk one-on-one with other parents.

e at Family Weekend, October 27-29. Your whole
family will enjoy Council-arranged activities,
including classroom visits, a tailgate party, and a jazz
brunch. It’s a fun weekend!

In the meantime, if you have questions, you are
encouraged to contact any Parents Council member listed
on the enclosed roster. Also, we ask that you update your
email address at www.valpo.edu/parents to ensure you
receive the March issue of this newsletter electronically.

We wish you well during this exciting time and look
forward to helping you navigate this very important
chapter in your child’s life.

Sincerely,
Rodney and Becky Harris, Co-Chairs
Valparaiso University Parents Council

Glendale Heights, IL

January 2006

Important Dates

February 16-17 .......... DestinatiovalpoDayfor all admittedstudents

February 18 .............. Visit Dayfor ChristCollegadmittecstudents

February 23-24 .......... Visit Dayfor Arts& Sciencesimittedstudents

March 1 ... o FAFSAdeadline

March 4-19 . . ..o o SoringBreak

March 23-24 ................. Visit Dayfor Busines&ngineeringand
Nursingadmittedstudents

March 26-27 ............ DestinatiovalpoDayfor all admittedstudents

Faculty Achievement

Associate Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering Eric W.
Johnson, Ph.D. (VU ’87) is in his second of three years as director of
Valpo’s Reutlingen, Germany study center. Along with Sarah DeMaris,
German professor and director of Valpo’s Kade-Duesenberg German House
and Cultural Center, Johnson developed and continues to co-chair the
Valparaiso International Engineering Program (VIEP-German). This spring
and summer, he'll supervise the first VIEP students as they do engineering
co-operative study with companies in the Reutlingen area. Johnson himself
studied German for two years in preparation for the program. When back
on campus, Johnson serves as advisor for Tau Beta Pi engineering

fraternity and Phi Kappa Psi social fraternity. A dedicated mentor, Johnson
recently won two awards for teaching excellence. Johnson is convinced that
students retain more of “the nuggets of life” beyond the classroom walls.

Valpo on Top Again!

— U.S.News& Warld Repatr 2005-2006 again ranks Valpo a top school in
the Midwest for overall quality and value. The College of Engineering ties
for 21st in the nation among master’s level schools.

— For the second year, Valpo places second among U.S. master’s
institutions producing winners of the prestigious Fulbright award.

— PrincetorReviewBestl43 BusinesSchoolstes Valpo's MBA program
as one of the five best administered in the nation.

— Junior engineering student, Rachel Husfeld,

named to USAToda§2005 All-USA College #1 in Y I
Academic Team in recognition of her outstanding s alue
academic achievements and leadership. ays
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Did You Know?

An admitted student’s date of deposit determines his or her
course registration timing and housing placement. Depositing
reserves a spot in the freshman class and retains your student’s
scholarship/financial aid award package. As a competitive
university, it is possible that Valpo could reach capacity in a
particular college or program. Deposit as soon as a decision is
made and reap the benefits!
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To ensure that you receive the maximum total aid package at
Valpo, be sure to file the Free Application for Federal Student
Aid (FAFSA) between January 1 and March 1, 2006. Your
student will then be eligible for priority aid consideration.
You can file the FAFSA online at www.fafsa.ed.gov.
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The VU Guild is a nationwide network of volunteers
committed to enhancing the student experience. Consisting of
alumnae, mothers of students, and friends of the University,
Guild members host music ensembles, promote Valpo in their
communities, provide scholarships, and have raised millions
of dollars for campus improvements since forming in 1931.
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You'll find answers to many of your Valpo questions at
www.valpo.edu/parents/resources/.

VAN on the Move

The Valpo Admission Network (VAN) is an international
group of alumni, Guild members, and parents who
represent the University by assisting with college fairs,
Summer Send Offs, and receptions for prospective students.
They also provide Valpo materials to high schools and
churches and are available to talk with you and your student
about careers, transitioning to college life, and other college
and Valpo-related questions you may have. If you have not
received a call from a VAN member and would like to
connect with one, please send an email to the VAN Director,
Barb Lieske, at admissions.network@valpo.edu and she will
connect you with a volunteer.

Campus News

Last semester for the first time, a Valpo education major did student
teaching abroad. The French, Theology, and Secondary Education major
taught at Hong Kong International School.

Valpo has joined the Pierce Cedar Creek Institute, a 661-acre biological
field station with forest, wetlands, fields and lakes. Located in southwestern
Michigan, the site will provide additional hands-on ecological research
opportunities to Valpo students.

Valpo was one of 30 Tau Beta Pi engineering honor societies in the
nation—and the only chapter from Indiana—to win the national
organization’s Chapter Project Award.

The Social Action Leadership Team (SALT) and the Chapel of the
Resurrection have joined with International Child Care to raise funds to
build and supply a permanent medical clinic in a Haitian village as their
2006 World Relief Campaign project.

Author Rene Steinke, (VU ’86) is one of five finalists for the National
Book Award for her second novel “Holy Skirts.” Her first novel, “The
Fires,” had its film rights optioned by Madonna’s film company and
Handprint Entertainment. Steinke is a professor of creative writing at
Fairleigh Dickinson University.

The College of Engineering’s virtual reality laboratory is open to the
public from 4:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays and 6:30—8:30 p.m. Thursdays. The
open houses offer three-dimensional experiences such as 12-foot high DNA
molecules and 3-D Pong.

The University’s annual celebration of the Dr. Martin Luther King Jrs
legacy was expanded this year with the addition of a day of service to the
greater Valparaiso community. Student, faculty, and staff volunteers
installed fire extinguishers and smoke/carbon monoxide detectors and
worked on rehabilitation projects.

Campus radio station WVUR 95.1 recently won two national awards for
its sports programming. Shows winning the Crystal Award for Excellence in
the Communicator Award Audio Competition were “Crusader Sports on
the Source” and “Crusader Week in Review.”

A Valpo Student You Should Know

alpo sophomore Dana Hommel has already been

accepted to four medical schools for Fall 2007. She

also has managed to travel abroad while expanding
her science knowledge with hands-on experiences. In March
2004, she joined the Valpo medical mission trip to Central
America, frequently serving as a translator. That summer,

funding from Valpo’s Christ College Dean’s Annual Fund

allowed Dana a special research experience.

Dana worked at the University of Stellenbosch in South
Africa, helping to find a new, less costly method of

producing a common drug to treat African sleeping sickness.

Valpo’s Dr. Martin Erhardt *96, assistant professor of

chemistry, arranged the opportunity with one of his
colleagues in Stellenbosch’s chemistry department. In the
laboratory, Dana learned about new techniques and chemicals
used to produce drugs. By working with researchers from
around the world and traveling throughout Africa in her free
time, she also learned much about other cultures.

Last summer, Dana participated in the Summer Enrichment
Program for Undergraduates at Loyola University’s Stritch
School of Medicine in Chicago. She again made use of her
Spanish fluency at the free clinic served by the program’s
community service component.



http://www.fafsa.ed.gov
http://www.valpo.edu/parents/resources/
mailto:admissions.network@valpo.edu

