Course Planning Sheet
Juris Doctorate/Master of Arts: Clinical Mental Health Counseling: (Full Time)
“Plan B”
Valparaiso University offers a joint degree program (the JD/MA in Clinical Mental Health Counseling) with the School of Law.  The purpose of the program is to give individuals interested in legal careers a solid background in psychological research and practice while also allowing the individual to apply for licensure in Indiana and states with similar licensing laws.

In addition to meeting the JD requirements, students enrolled in the JD/MA Clinical Mental Health Counseling program must complete the requirements below for a total of 132-135 credits depending upon whether a law clinic course is substituted for COUN 685 Practicum.  The experiential training requires that a total of 1,000 clock hours be completed at the field training sites.  Students in the CMHC program must also complete 4 semesters of the 0-credit Counseling Proseminar (COUN 694).  Specific curriculum requirements are listed in the table below. Please note that the table includes a listing of the semesters that courses are typically offered, but you should be aware that this changes from time to time and is only given as a general guide. Consult your advisor, the catalog and time schedule as you make choices.
I. Core Courses (39 credits)
· Course in Bold Must be completed prior to enrolling in Experiential Courses

· JD/CMHC students must complete 4 semesters COUN 694 during enrollment in the CMHC program
	Course

Number
	Course Name
	Sem./Year

Recommended
	Your Plan
	Grade

	COUN 545
	Community and Health Counseling
	Fall, 1st
	
	

	COUN 570
	Assessment in Counseling:  Testing and Appraisal
	Fall, 3rd
	
	

	PSY 602
	Research Methods in Psychology
	Spring, 3rd
	
	

	COUN 620
	Human Development: Biological and Learned Bases of Behavior*
	Fall, 1st
	
	

	COUN 625
	Social and Cultural Bases of Counseling
	Spring, 1st
	
	

	COUN 635
	Introduction to Psychopathology
	Fall, 1st
	
	

	COUN 642
	Advanced Psychopathology
	Spring, 1st
	
	

	COUN 660
	Helping Relationships:  Counseling Theories
	Fall, 1st
	
	

	COUN 662
	Helping Relationships:  Counseling Processes
	Spring, 1st
	
	

	COUN 664
	Career Counseling: Appraisal and Intervention
	Spring, 4th
	
	

	COUN 668
	Group Counseling
	Fall, 3rd
	
	

	COUN 693
	Professional and Ethical Foundations of Counseling
	Spring, 1st
	
	

	COUN 694
	Counseling Proseminar
	4 Semesters
	4 Semesters
	

	PSY 700
	Law and Psychology: Integrative Project
	Summer 3rd
	
	


    * May substitute COUN 530 Child and Adolescent Development in Summer of 2nd year

II. Experiential Training Courses (12 Credits)
	Course

Number
	Course Name
	Sem./Year

Recommended
	Your Plan
	Grade

	COUN 685
	Counseling Practicum
	Summer, 3rd
	
	

	COUN 686
	Counseling Internship (1 semester; 6 hrs)
	Fall 4th
	
	

	COUN 687
	Counseling Internship (2 semesters)
	Fall & Spring, 4th
	
	

	COUN 688
	Advanced Counseling Internship
	Summer, 4th
	
	


Note: You may take either COUN 686 for one semester or COUN 687 for two semesters.
III. Electives (9 Credits)
· 6 credits from the following Law courses and 3 credits from the following Counseling/Psychology courses

	Course

Number
	Course Name
	Sem./Year

Recommended
	Your Plan
	Grade

	Law 285
	Race Relations and the Constitution
	
	
	

	LAW 486
	Law and Health Care Process
	
	
	

	LAW 487
	Elder Law
	
	
	

	LAW 488
	Selected Topics in Elder Law
	
	
	

	LAW 495B
	Children and the Law
	
	
	

	LAW 495K
	Alternative Dispute Resolution
	
	
	

	LAW 651
	Pretrial Skills
	
	
	

	LAW 662
	Legal Clinic
	
	
	

	COUN 665
	Family Counseling and Dynamics
	Summer, 1st
	
	

	COUN 667
	Substance Abuse Counseling
	
	
	

	COUN 671
	Intellectual Assessment
	
	
	

	COUN 674
	Assessment of Social and Emotional Functioning
	
	
	

	COUN 691
	Advanced Topics in Counseling
	Summer, 1st
	
	

	COUN 695
	Independent Study
	
	
	

	PSY 565
	Psychology and Law
	
	
	

	PSY 590
	Special Topics in Psychology (with department approval)
	
	
	

	PSY 690
	Special Topics in Psychology (with department approval)
	
	
	


IV. Law Coursework
	Sem./Year
	Number of Credits
	Sem./Year
	Number of Credits
	Sem./Year
	Number of Credits

	Fall, 2nd
	15 credits
	Fall, 3rd
	12 credits
	Fall, 4th
	12 credits

	Spring, 2nd
	15 credits
	Spring, 3rd
	12 credits
	Spring, 4th
	12 credits

	Summer, 2nd
	6 credits
	Summer, 3rd
	---
	Summer, 4th
	Bar Exam


