Student Senate Minutes 12/08/08
I. Called to order at 8:04
II. Opening Devotion – Senator Hammer
III. Forum Of Concerns 
a. Janet Fister – at beginning of October submitted a form have not heard back. Went to Chicago and advisor had to pay out of pocket for trip. Looking for reimbursement 

IV. Approval Of Agenda
V. Senators’ Reports

a. Senator Kochevar – annual holiday concert this weekend. Congrats to students who worked pretty hard. One of students who is on orchestra is actually on senate.

b. Senator Dutcher – slowly but surely we are making progress on office. President Joshua and I started cleaning today. If you are a committee chair or on committee or enjoy throwing things away come in and have fun.

i. Senator Hook – please recycle

c. Senator Nieting – if any chairs of committees could send me info to go on website.

d. Senator Hammer – furthermore on ITSAC 3-5 in community room they are having a get to know IT session. Correction in the Squire Room.

VI. Advisors’ Reports

a. Dr. Hunter – good luck to end of semester

VII. Officer Reports

a. President – had forum about Mbar system past Saturday. Next step is sitting down and figuring committee and what we exactly want to do.
i. Senator Eyer – have we made any headway on V-Line?
1. President Joshua – no not really. President Heckler and the Mayor have been talking. President Heckler has taken reigns. Students are still riding free
b. Vice President – committee chairs please send me attendance for your committees. Senate change, over if you happen to be leaving at end of this year. Please get me a letter of resignation before end of break. Please be willing to help clean current senate office. HURRAY BUDGETS.
c. Treasurer – approved transfer request for LIVE from Hispanic heritage month to T-Shirt line item. Falls under my review since it was less the $500. Senate has right to limit this if they so please.
i. Senator Leitz – we had big issue with T-shirts last year is this allowed?
1. Executive Treasurer Lehman – line item was zeroed at because of this it was cheaper and they could afford.
VIII. Committee Reports

a. Executive Committee – replacements on committees, leaving Senators and such. That will all take shape over break. Screening will begin taking care of this next semester. Discussed questions for Mbar forum. Discussed issue of attendance. 
b. Administration Committee

i. Muslim Student Associate moved and seconded to recognized status.

1. Senator Leitz – what do they do?

a. Senator Knuppel – they promote the Islam religion across campus and look to do away with stereotypes.

2. Senator Nieting – how many members?

a. Senator Knuppel – approximately 100 members.
ii. 22-0-0 PASSES

iii. Moved to postpone international senate seat amendment until we have better discussed it with members of visa and advisor of visa.

c. Finance Committee 
i. Union Board $6180.00 for new speakers for Harre Union

1. Senator Hammer – why do they need them?

a. Senator Wolff – the current union speakers are not sufficient.

2. Senator Knuppel – UB was responsible with old speakers and sold them and put money back into CapEx.

3. Senator Leitz – where is CapEx?

a. Senator Wolff – around $18,000

4. Senator Nieting – what exactly is it purchasing?

a. Senator Wolff – UB has created new system that is really amazing. 

5. Senator Strbjak – is it portable or stationary?

a. Senator Wolff – portable

6. 22-0-0 PASSES

ii. Torch $2,200 for new scanner to help put Torch online

1. Senator Hammer – is this something we have mentioned before?

a. Senator Wolff – we had mentioned it before but we never voted on it. 

2. Senator Kus – has Torch made an effort to sell old scanner?

a. Senator Wolff – no

3. Senator Dutcher – I believe it is unsellable.

a. Senator Wolff – true.

iii. 21-1-0 PASSES
iv. WVUR $3,500 it’s a 3 in one deal, computer, soundcard, software

1. Senator Kus – what type of computer what type of everything… if its possible

a. Senator Wolff – I do not have that information

2. Senator Lubeck – I know we talked about this in exec this was a quote from IT and not WVUR

3. Senator Knuppel – I think computer is about half of cost.

4. Senator Heitkamp – Cameron Banga stressed they cannot not have just one they need all 3.

5. 18-3-1 PASSES

6. ALLIANCE

a. Motion to Approve as slate
i. 22-0-0 PASSES

7. ALPHA PHI OMEGA

a. Senator Dutcher – in past we have always gave $100 for hotel room but since prices are up is it still feasible? 

i. Senator Knuppel – I know you can get cheap rooms still that are quite okay.

b. Senator Heitkamp – we also decided if they have a national conference what was absolutely essential. 
c. Senator Kus – for all these greek lettered organizations and greek life is there any list of what they all do.

i. Senator Knuppel – service organization on campus.

8. ASME

a. Senator Nieting – out of curiosity. How many engineering groups had membership fees cut?

i. Senator Wolff – across the board no membership fees were covered this year.

b. Senator Nieting – so there are 7 professional engineering organizations and there is no precedence for this and this is setting precedence?

i. Senator Heitkamp – no we had a lot of money to cut and we saw this as a place to cut.

c. Senator Nieting – does this mean in the future this is something that can still be looked at?

i. Senator Mullins – I think the finance committee acted in best interest of all students as a whole. By saying that just for this year that finance said they cannot pay for membership fees this year

d. Senator Nieting – does that mean next year they can emphasize not to cut this?

i. Senator Hammer- they are not setting precedence.

9. BACCHUS/GAMMA

a. Senator Leitz – what exactly is your gas formula?
Senator Knuppel- 2 x the number of miles/30 to their destination; that times the number of people/by cars; rounded up to the nearest dollar

10. BEST BUDDIES

a. Senator Strbjak – is this concert being split between 3 universities or are we taking the bill?

i. Senator Wolff – I know its being split between us and Notre Dame and they come around only so often.

11. CHI EPSILON PI

12. COLLEGES AGAINST CANCER

a. Senator Kus – did we or did we not pay for inflatable last year?

i. Senator Wolff – we did. We did it this year because it is a large amount and we needed to cut somewhere.

b. Senator Egge – is this organization new?

i. Senator Knuppel – combinations of a few organizations. Relay for Life mixed with VOICE.

c. Senator Kus – do we know how much they spend on inflatable's last year?

i. Angela Zemke – they were $2,100

d. DELTA EPSILON CHI

i. Senator Strbjak – what was the reason they were cut down?
1. Senator Knuppel – they had price per person for their competition so they cut it by 4 people rather then by round dollar amount. 

ii. Senator Kus – was there a precedence set in amount of people they send?

1. Senator Knuppel – this was very last thing we cut. 

2. Senator Heitkamp – price is $210+ per person. We know there is a lot of people that want to go.

e. DELTA SIGMA PI

i. Senator Kus – last period they requested $500 for a speaker this year they are requesting twice of that.

1. Senator Knuppel – they may be adding a second speaker.

ii. Senator Strbjak – what's the reason for second speaker?

1. Senator Knuppel – they would have liked to have two before but we cut them to one. This time they got two.

iii. Senator Kus – move to move $1000 to $500 for speakers

1. Senator Dutcher – being a business student, there are several classes that require to go to speakers and only certain ones count. So when a business organization brings in speaker it is beneficial to entire college.

2. Senator Strbjak – college of business can bring in someone without senate paying for it on their own.

3. Senator Dutcher – not necessarily saying speakers cost $500 that’s just all they are saying because college of business may cover rest of cost.

4. Senator Hook – the college of business’s deans discretionary budget has greatly decreased.

5. Senator Nieting – I don’t think that money should be deducted mostly because a lot of people going to school are going for degree but not sure what they want to do with it and professional speakers can help steer them in right direction 

6. CALL TO QUESTION 20-2-0 PASSES

iv. 6-16-0 MOTION FAILS

f. GREEN PEAS

i. Senator Kus – do you remember how much it cost to cater for our meal?
1. Senator Wolff – its different when its vegetarian but around $10 a head

g. IEEE

i. Senator Nieting – would like to remind senate that IEEE just moved to allocated status, so they are going for funds they could not get before.

ii. Treasurer Lehman – it was cut to $600 because they get a bus and split with other organizations for trips

iii. Senator Nieting – IEEE is planning on planning 2 field trips for rest of the year.

1. Senator Wolff – we were told this was a priority that why it is uncut.

iv. Senator Dutcher – is it safe to assume these are one day trips within relatively close distance?

1. Senator Knuppel – yesssss

v. Senator Strbjak – Move to take $1200 line item to $800 line item.
1. Senator Strbjak- reason is these organizations or potential organizations could help out. They could ask for special request later on

a. Senator Heitkamp – it will cost the same. Either way will end in same amount of the money being spent.

2. Senator Nieting – the college of engineering helps pay for the bus and the money there is legit.

vi. Senator Strbjak – I would like to add in that extramural travel could send group of teams and/or multiple officials not just officials. We can send our teams to these as well.

vii. Senator Knuppel – Move to Add in $196 under extramural travel

1. Senator Kus

2. 3-19-0 MOTION FAILS

h. IAC

i. Senator Strbjak – was anybody asked about extramural travel? As in people going get paid?

1. Senator Strbjak – they do not get paid for this at all

ii. Senator Kus – if we are going to use that precedence we should only allow groups to go to regional instead of national by saying they cannot go because of distance is bias.
1. Senator Wolff – its not just distance its amount of students going at that amount of money.

iii. Senator Heitkamp – should be noted not all members of IAC are not officials

iv. Senator Hammer – was organization questioned about which one was more important?


1. Senator Wolff – since there was no meeting they could not talk to it.

2. Senator Heitkamp – budget was submitted a week late.

v. Senator Strbjak – I would like to add in that extramural travel could send group of teams and/or multiple officials not just officials. We can send our teams to these as well.

vi. Senator Knuppel – Move to Add in $196 under extramural travel

1. Senator Strbjak – Rec Sports cannot cover gas they cover entry fee.

2. Senator Leitz – move to amend the amendment to remove $30 for parking.


a. Senator Leitz – we should just be paying for gas not parking

b. 20-0-1 PASSES (Mullins absent)

3. Senator Hook – amend amendment to $89 instead of $166
a. 21-0-1 PASSES

vii. 19-2-0 PASSES

viii. Senator Leitz – why do 3 students need 3 separate rooms?

1. 9 students going

ix. Senator Heitkamp – question to senate on difference between IAC and Rec Sports

1. Senator Strbjak – Rec Sports is through athletics and is nice enough to let IAC act as a student led body within Rec Sports. 

x. Senator Heitkamp – do senators fall under IAC or Rec Sports

1. Senator Strbjak – when they go to work Rec Sports if problem comes up they go to officials

xi. Senator Mullins – could we hear about the NIRSA regional compared to the national?

1. Senator Strbjak – regional is this area national is entire country plus abroad even.

xii. Senator Hook – I know DEX has used fundraising to send has IAC considered same?

1. Senator Strbjak – it is difficult but we have used popcorn fest in past and results were not very good. 

2. Senator Egge – move to limit discussion on IAC to 5 minutes 

a. 18-1-1 PASSES

3. Senator Kus – would like to point out it was never asked of the organization which conference they would rather attend. 

a. Senator Wolff – we have to be fiscally responsible it just makes more sense to go regional and not national.

b. Senator Hook – since they were recent into allocated we should let them prove themselves.

4. Senator Heitkamp – this group was contacted there is equally responsibility for both finance.

5. Senator Strbjak – move to wipe out NIRSA regional conference. Transfer to national conference.

a. Senator Leitz – move to extend discussion until finished with amendment 

b. 13-6-1 PASSES

6. Senator Eyer – I don’t think moving 3 people to airfare is responsible. Moving from 9 people going to a conference to just one doesn’t make sense

7. 3-16-1 MOTION FAILS

i. KAPPA DELTA PI

i. Senator Hook – education honor society

ii. Executive Treasurer Lehman – treasurer wanted to go to conference in Seattle. KDP requested that $600 be put into their budget for this conference and was very positive about reporting back to CEC and KDP which will benefit whole campus.

j. MENC

i. Senator Mullins – would it be $1000 for rooms at that rate?

1. Senator Wolff – they requested for less so that’s what they got

ii. Senator Strbjak – move to strike parking expense

1. Senator Strbjak – we wiped it off earlier makes sense now too

2. 18-0-2 PASSES

iii. Senator Leitz – move to put $50 to $100 for instrumental needs

1. Senator Kus – they only requested $50 before did they get bye with that amount?


a. Senator Wolff – they did. They are getting bye but instruments need to have that extra care. This would be quite helpful

2. Senator Kus – if instruments do not belong to students who do they belong to and who takes care of them?

a. Senator Wolff – they belong to the organization.

3. Senator Kus – does MENC own instruments or does music department own?

a. Senator Wolff – both. Some belong to MENC and some department.

4. Senator Strbjak – we could be helping maintain school instruments?

5. Senator Heitkamp – they did fine with $50 last semester they will do fine again.

6. Senator Leitz – they need instruments to work if they want to learn to play them.

7. 9-11-0 MOTION FAILS
iv. Senator Leitz – move that $50 into sheet music line item making it $150

1. Senator Leitz – it was $150 before keep it that way.

2. Senator Mullins – they upped it so they can get more music.

3. 16-4-0 PASSES

k. NATIONAL WEATHER ASSOCIATION
i. Senator Eyer – how many people going to conference?
1. Senator Heitkamp – between 70-90 students

ii. Senator Strbjak – Where is it at?
1. Senator Heitkamp – Strongbow

iii. Senator Heitkamp – this is not a cost for Valpo students to attend it is Valpo who is putting the conference on.

l. POLITICAL ACTION LEAGUE

i. Senator Leitz – are they getting 2 speakers?

1. Senator Heitkamp – they are actually getting 3.

m. SIGMA ALPHA IOTA

i. Senator Heitkamp – fraternity of female singers not recognized by Pan-Hellenic sorority

ii. Senator Strbjak – can men rush?

1. Senator Heitkamp – technically yes

iii. Senator Mullins – Could SAI consider raising their dues?

1. Senator Knuppel – I don’t think it would be wise for senate to do such.

iv. Senator Strbjak – we shouldn’t be helping them recruit they should recruit on their own

v. Senator Wolff – this is no difference then an outreach event.

vi. Senator Kus – in the text it states that all rush events are restricted to women

1. Senator Knuppel – it is not in our bylaws that an organization is not allowed to discriminate by gender 

n. SOCIETY OF PHYSICS STUDENTS

i. Senator Nieting – is the gas formula the recalculated formula?

1. Yes.
ii. Senator Leitz – will equipment used stay within organization?
1. Senator Nieting – all equipment purchased will stay within organization.
iii. Senator Dutcher – is there any reason why ideal gas experiment was picked out of all experiments?

1. Senator Heitkamp – they put down their top 3 preferences

iv. Senator Strbjak – do they get help from their department to fund?

1. Senator Wolff – no

v. Senator Wolff – move to change end of the world party to $150 rather then $50

1. 11-8-1 PASSES

o. SOCIETY OF WOMEN ENGINEERS

i. Senator Kus – we approved last week $10,000 how did the $300 come into play

1. Senator Knuppel – takes care of this year's conference and makes it possible to host event next year.

ii. Senator Leitz – question to senate, why did they only request $300 if its going to request $320 to send 8 people. 

1. Senator Nieting – fees went up since they submitted form

iii. Senator Leitz – move to add $20 to make it $320

1. Senator Knuppel – Move to question

a. 16-3-0 PASSES

2. 9-10-0 MOTION FAILS

p. STUDENTS IN FREE ENTERPRISES

i. Senator Strbjak – in previous budgets they had prizes for places and we did not allow for it

1. Senator Knuppel – in this budget it will go into other things as well

q. VALPARAISO SHAKESPEARE ACADEMY
r. VIRT

i. Robotics team

ii. Senator Leitz – were those cuts in the parts made just in committee?

1. Senator Wolff – cuts were made in second round of committee cuts.

iii. Senator Knuppel – this organization will be requesting same line items every semester. They have sufficient funding from last semester.

iv. Senator Strbjak – can we really pay for a robot weapon?

1. Senator Wolff – yes it has been a precedence

2. Vice President Johnson – “ahhhh senate pays for a flamethrower”

s. VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY FENCING CLUB

i. Senator Dutcher – what have they been using in past? Just not compete?

1. Senator Wolff – they hadn’t been allocated before and the rise in membership and all they could do was practice. Now they can compete.
ii. Senator Strbjak – they could fall under athletics have they gotten any funding from athletics?

1. Senator Wolff – no

iii. Senator Kus – why has no headway been made?

1. Senator Wolff – ARC doesn’t want them there and they came to senate for help

iv. Senator Strbjak – have we taken on anything else from club sports?
1. Senator Knuppel – men's soccer club will not come to senate to ask for funds. They chose not to ask for funds. This semester Ultimate Frisbee club didn’t even submit a budget

2. Senator Dutcher – if you look further down tennis has asked for money as well as ultimate Frisbee club in the past.

t. VUCRU

i. Senator Leitz – organization is running illegally under our standards.

ii. Senator Strbjak – we discussed earlier promotional items so do rally towels fall under this?


1. Senator Knuppel – they are not asking for t-shirts this year and we found cheapest of items to be used is rally towels

iii. Senator Kus – move to strike entire budget of VUCRU

1. Senator Mullins – this is the only thing they are asking for and its for promotional and we don’t cover that.

2. Senator Dutcher – speaking to motion on current motion. Just because we aren’t in re-rec right now doesn’t mean we should correct a problem while it's in front of us

3. Senator Knuppel – move to question

a. 20-0-0 PASSES

4. 18-1-1 PASSES

u. VU MOCK TRIAL

i. Senator Kus – how many people will be going?

1. Senator Heitkamp – 16 give or take 1 in either way

ii. Senator Heitkamp – if there are 16 people going why are we not getting just 4 rooms instead of 8

iii. Senator Leitz – move to change $640 for hotel rooms and only having 4 rooms and not 8

1. Senator Dutcher – we are not aware of their guy to girl ratio so its difficult to do this
2. Senator Leitz – if no one can answer what guy to girl ratio is perhaps someone in audience can answer.

3. 11-8-1 PASSES

v. VUSFL
w. VALPARAISO UNIVERSITY CLUB TENNIS

i. Motion to add $30 to jersey line item

1. 20-0-0 PASSES

ii. Senator Kus – do they get any money from rec sports/ athletics

1. they are recognized by the ARC but not receiving funding

iii. Senator Dutcher – worth noting club tennis just became recognized this semester
13. Amendments to Budgets

a. Senator Dutcher – Revisit VU Mock Trial

i. VU Mock Trial

1. Senator Dutcher – since we have enough money we should not be cutting arbitrarily.

2. Move to move Lodging to $1000

a. Senator Kus – representative affirmed they could probably get by with $640

b. Senator Knuppel – they requested $1280. if we want to buffer this logically it would be for $800.

c. Move to amend to $800

i. 17-3-0 PASSES

d. 16-4-0 PASSES 

b. Senator Knuppel – revisit Delta Epsilon Chi

i. Senator Hook – move to move budget back up to $4000

1. Senator Nieting – Why the increase?


a. Senator Knuppel – the reason they exist is to go to this competition. This competition is more expensive then what is listed and it is all out of pocket money. Additionally they have a national competition. 

b. Senator Dutcher – why was it cut down to current number?

i. Senator Knuppel – listed as per person thing. That number is $4000 divided by number so as to max they can get.
2. Senator Kus – there is a group asking to go to a national conference and it is being turned away and we are going to get shut down.

a. Senator Hook – CBA is not funding as much and they need way more then $4000. We are sending 19 compared to 2 people to a conference that will bring us much more notoriety.

3. Senator Egge – is there a reason this organization deserves more money then others?

a. Senator Dutcher – nationally we place very high and bring back great notoriety to campus.

4. Senator Leitz – I do not like this because every organization needs to take cuts and it is unfair that this one should not.

5. Senator Egge – think that it would be good idea to personal preference compared to objective approach.

6. Senator Mullins – DEX has increased membership this year and their whole involvement is dependent on this conference but there are other organizations that need it just as much.

7. Senator Strbjak – this is strictly for business students when there are other organizations in here that are cross cutting.

a. Senator Knuppel – not true

8. Senator Dutcher – move make it $3500 and not $4000

a. Senator Hook – should vote down to make the number more accurate.

b. Senator Strbjak – we are not allowing other organizations wanting to send less people to go to conferences so why allow for more to go?

c. 6-12-1 MOTION FAILS

9. 4-16-0 MOTION FAILS

ii. Senator Leitz – move to limit debate on all further discussion to 10 minutes
1. 13-7-0 PASSES

iii. Senator Dutcher – move to amend hotels number to $3538.94

1. Senator Dutcher – number comes from number to exact amount in budget.

2. Senator Kochevar – how many are they now sending?

a. 17

3. Senator Egge – are they all members of CBA?

a. Senator Knuppel – no

4. Senator Nieting – we didn’t raise it before why now?

a. Senator Dutcher – because this is more reasonable.

5. 10-10-0 tie broken by V.P. Johnson in favor of motion PASSES

c. Senator Nieting – revisit IEEE

i. Senator Nieting – would like to see if ECE picnic was approved.
1. Senator Knuppel - no

ii. Senator Knuppel – is this an on campus event?

1. It is

iii. Senator Dutcher – why was it originally cut?

1. Senator Wolff – needed to cut somewhere

iv. Senator Leitz – move to add $100 to picnic line item

1. Senator Nieting – move to make it $200

2. 5-12-2 MOTION FAILS 

v. 12-8-0 PASSES

d. Senator Dutcher – move to indefinitely extend discussion on budgets 

i. 10-8-2 PASSES

e. Senator Wolff – Revisit Society of Physics student

i. Senator Wolff – amend line item of end of world party to $200

1. 11-9-0 PASSES  

f. Senator Hammer – SWE 

i. Motion to add $20 to regional conference line item.

1. 13-7-0 PASSES 

g. Senator Kochevar – Move to question on budgets as whole 

i. 13-6-1 MOTION FAILS

14. Budgets as a whole

a.  Senator Knuppel – could we revisit SIFE

i. Senator Knuppel – move to spend remaining buffer money to add to competition line item. $382.16 making line item $557.63

1. Senator Knuppel – errant of Finance committee to make this cut organizations made budget presentation and it seemed it was only for prizes and it is not only for that reason.

2. Senator Wolff – would love to do this but would like to see $50 go somewhere else
3. Senator Leitz – move to amend amount to $507.63

a. 15-3-1 PASSES

4. 16-3-0 PASSES

b. Senator Wolff – revisit SAI

i. Senator Wolff – add $50 to food line item

1. Senator Knuppel – move to add $50 to food line item making it $250

a. 14-5-1 PASSES

15. VOTE ON BUDGETS AS WHOLE

a. 14-5-0 MOTION FAILS

d. Committee on Residence – met with representative for Earthtones about increasing recycling in res halls. Furniture in lounges should not be moved and not fined until end of year looking into changing that. Tested online room selection process will be using it this spring. Encourage constituents to fill out survey. Special announcement this Friday in Torch on Friday.

i. Senator Geinosky – many constituents have expressed quite hours ending earlier and visitation hours begin later. Any thing that committee can do?

1. Senator Lubeck – no

IX. Old Business

a. S.R. 59 Bylaw Amendment for Student Senate Elections
i. No longer on floor. Postponed indefinitely in committee

1. Senator Kochevar – will be talking to VISA so it is not postponed indefinitely 

2. Senator Dutcher – yes it has will resurface

X. New Business
XI. Forum of Concerns
a. Brad Anderson- glad to see there were 22 here to begin with. Attendance needs to continue to improve. Ending with 18 people, that’s not a lot. 
XII. Postmortem

a. Vice President Johnson- rough meeting. Long meeting.
b. President Joshua – a few things. One when it comes to abstaining you need to have a very good reason to abstain it is unacceptable to abstain for no reason.  You need to represent your constituents, not yourself, not your friends. You need to communicate with each other in and out of meetings. You need to be respectful to each other. We need to work on many things. Was asked by 5 members to have special meeting.

i. Senator Mullins – if senators don’t want to be here then don’t be here. Resign. No one is forcing you to be here. You were voted in because people believe in you. Screening will work hard getting people here who want to be here.

XIII. Adjournment 12:46 am
Absent 

