VU Undergraduate Admission’s
Frequently Asked Questions about College Fairs

1. How many fairs does Valparaiso University get invited to each year?  Over 500
2. How many fair invitations do we accept?  

Over 230 in the Fall, and over 100 in the Spring; VAN members are key to helping us reach this many.

3. What is the breakdown of fairs done by staff vs. the VAN?  Approximately 40% of the fairs are done by staff; the other 60% are covered by VAN members.
4. How does the Admission staff decide which ones to attend?

We look at the number and quality of students who applied from that general area as well as how many students actually enrolled in VU.  In many cases, it’s not the QUANTITY of people you actually saw at the college fair, but the QUALITY of those students.  The quality can only be determined by those who actually applied and from looking at their academic profiles.  We also look at the cost of the fair; most fairs have no cost involved, while some have a nominal fee that we can cover. We usually cannot afford to attend those with high fees. Many times we will try a fair for a couple of years before deciding it is not in the University’s best interest to attend. Your feedback following a fair is very helpful in our planning.
5. But I’ve covered the same fair for years; why can’t we go this year?

The fair you mention might have become too expensive for our limited budget, so we may decide to attend that fair every other year.  Also, we may decide to send an admission counselor if the counselor has been charged with developing a stronger relationship with that community or high school.

6. What do I do if I’m asked by a teacher, church worker or high school to represent VU in a fair?

Thank them for the interest in Valpo and ask them to send the actual invitation/information to the following address (or you can get a copy of the fair info and send it to me):

Barbara Lieske, VAN Director

Valparaiso University

Office of Admissions - Kretzmann Hall

Valparaiso, IN 46383-6493

Or you can FAX it to me at 1-219-464-6898
Or email me the information at Barb.Lieske@valpo.edu

This way we can track which fairs we are invited to and determine which areas to visit.  If the invitation is sent to you, PLEASE forward it to the Admissions Office.  We cannot sign up for a fair without an official written invitation.  Also be aware that our national professional association (NACAC - National Association of College Admission Counseling) requires that all college fair representatives be trained by the University.
7. Where does the Admission Office get the names of prospective students?

Students usually initiate contact with us either through a phone call, e-mail, campus visit, college fair attendance, or a high school visit.  Many visit our web site.  Others are referred to us from annual church “Confirmand” lists, alumni, family members, current students and faculty.  Annually we purchase names & addresses from various sources, such as through the ACT and SAT programs.
8. How can I help the Admission Office in my area?

We are always looking for VAN assistance in all geographical areas.  If you know of recent Valpo grads in your church or community, we would love to have their names and contact information. Then we can invite them to join the Valpo Admission Network!
