Cotiegs students, among others, zli over the country have been
crying for some tims about the frralevance of coiisge currlcula and the
reaninglessness of he goals they fee! pressurad Into striving for. This
pfea is connected In my mind with a wldespiezd sense fhat we are undergoing
a breakdown of culvure. ! do not agree completely with either of these
shouts of atarm, bui | think there s enough substance o them to cail for
& veojganization of The coliege curriculum and | am here this morning fo
suggest ono for discusslon.

To call for veorganization does not, of courte, mean that ali +the
present subject matters are to be simply thrown out and repiaced by new
ones. It means that the departmental organization of subjects and the ends
In view in teaching and research nesd to be re-sttuctured.

The context of a new structure is sat by the pervasive thouaht forms
ef our Tims and by the demands It Is asked to mest--relevance and cultural
heaith. By a crisls In cuiture, therefore, | take o be meant a breakdown
of instifutions, a poverty of sensibitity, and the advent of & widespread
reiativism and piurailism In our conceptions of !1fe and nature. Our
fnstitutions are not ach’eving thelr ends Inasmuch as they are permitting,
evon fostering, the mushrooming of professlonallzed crime and of a morai
ctimate in which the amateurs are outdolng the protesslonais In total volume.
Our Institutions are permitting too many peopie to starve, ace not producing
human vaiues nor clvi! justice equaily, &nd they are not evoking substantive
debate and agreement on principie about our naiiona' role in +he worid.

By @ poverty of sensibitity i mean that we have become Inuied 4o &
variety of terrible evils, accepting them without shock, outrage, and
revuision or without even a ciassic sense of the tragedy of human exlstence,
but aisc that we are unable to feel joy, exaitation, wondei, or deeply human
moral emotion ancept under artiflcial stlmuiation. Even the insistent,
throbbling, vioiatingiy-ioud beat of hotdcq bands oniy moves peopie to
amorphous sei f-expresslon--ihought and pure emotion belng drowned in the
primitive facts of sound and movement. (Such universal statements ars, of
course, over-statements, but they express a Yendency and a c!imate.) Exper-
imentation In art, muslc, poatry, and dance have not yeT bedied forth a new
sensibliity in which the range and depth of human feelinas are glven expres-
slve foims which can educate cur sensitive awaceness of the facts and possi-
bitities cf tife.

For schoiars and teachers in our time the basic probiem must present
itself as one of meanliigs. 0id philosophles, creeds, social and artistic
foims are meaningiess Te us, not because they were so inherentiy, but
because, through svolution of the meaninas of words and fhe actuai aperation
of Institutional set-ups, they do not organize facts, feellinas, and values
for us so as Yo provides clear potlcles for fiving and quide us to ths
reaflzation of the basic vaiues In humsn community. it is not simpiy that
we fack fzcts, Science has given us more of these Than any one man can
master; though, of course, the quest foi facts Is never ending, lhat we
need is new organizations of +vacts, *hat is, new ‘anguaces, which wiil show
the reiation of facis to action and vaiue. That fs what the cry for reie-
vance Is about.



ang that Ts what reseerch snd educadiior must now be about: to
acouice faocts, 10 expnrience cwotions, To discern possibliitias of
=ction, and, 200ve 2.1, 70 lears To organize and communicate them in

Their refatlons to esch other so a¢ fo provide mesnings which are able
‘o dirset action and experiment, and fo express and reves! the human
situatlon and thoss basic and pervasive characters of men end things

which make a tfully hunan ! Iie possibie.

fonropose g orestirecturing of the cuericuium in four
divizions: a dlvision of language and communication, & division of factual
sclences, o division of poilzy sciences, and a division of expressive
sciences of aits. These dour nasmes are designad to indlcate the continuity
¥ this siructure with some historica! divisions of the disciptinas, but
et tho same Time to suggest what is new in the principies of division.
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The division of tanguage and communication i< based on the principie
that there is no uninterpreted rzct. !ts aim 1s o produce skiiis of
Interpratation through forms of meanlng orgenization or data processing.
Hence i+ inciudes mathematics tazught as a [anguage--not as subject, looic
as mathads of Invention and systemetization, and rhetoric as the deveiopmant
of sklils In finding ar-angements of ai! kinds of materiais to purpoces
and persons. The converss of the principle here 1s that forms are mean [ ng=
tess In abstraction from facis, for meanings depend on the reforence and
use of language as woll as on Its syntax. Hence, the dlvision Includes
the native and forefgn ‘anguages as concrete and |lving organizations of
meaning. T aiso includes the analysls of the ianquages of sclence, morais,
and art, and thus includes ait knowiedge Just as meaning.

The ultimate alm or The division of factual sclences Is 1o know the
worid--not simpiy as 2 coliection ot facts, but, so far as the facts aliow,
a2 an organized system which may I{n sultable conditions and under appro-
priate controis Issue In 2 technotogy. It has iis apex, consequentiy, In
metaphysics, cosmoiogy, and baslc theoretic sclence. The recognltion that
sclence, toe, Is a human acvivity requires that its curraent slanificance
be seen tihrough the history of Its disclptines, But since factual knowledge
is advanced through experimentstion tn the !ight of +heory, this division
emphesizes iaboratory skiiis and the acquisition of empirical knowiedge. it
includes those branches o+ wha'l are now caiied soclal sciences which are
formuiable as precise subjects.

The ultimate aim of The division of policy sclences it actlon., Actuz!
poiley making, howaver, Is the business of poiitica! men and mora! lidivi-
duais, so The practical function of the boilege is 1o coiiate and zgnalyza
the facts of human iife In thelr bearlng on actlion snd 1o provwlds the
general princlpies or theciles of vaius and decislon making, and of jeqis~
iation and community organization which shoutd govern the varlous sectors
ot fife. tMoral, poilflicaf, and vetlgleus theoy are thus at the apex, but
training in the hisfory and use of ihe tacis of power and of the clicumstances
and motlvations ot human aciion is the minor Term That leads 4o appilcaticns.
Literature and arf are svudied in +his divislion as imaginative Fasting qrounds
Ot our valiues and aspirations. Work-study courses provide a practleum In the
devetopmant of responsibifity In decision meking and insti+ution bulldina
and reform. ' '



The 7inal end In view of The sxpressiva sciences is the production ot
concrete Images axpressive of the vac-legated perceptien and responsse of
man to his world, hence of the humon slfuation with its tragedy and i+s
hope. this purposz Is uitimately achieved by creative artists, but in the
coileqe curricutum i1 {5 repirasentsd by studio effots in cxpression and
by guided zwperience with art works and cultural forme eading +o emotlone
ad Inteliectua! appreciation of fheir values. Art is studied not for use,
out tor its own sake as human expression and humanizing funcilon. This
division inciutes the study of higtory and of native and voreign |iteratures,
not now as  languagss or as reposifories or fact, bui &s the works of man and
as expressive of the bhuman reality. It has Its apex in tituray as +he art
of the sctiva-percepilive-fesiing communication of mn with being.

The administiation of this curriculum Is a poiicy question. {f you
wei'e setting up a new college, it would be easy to Institute the curricuiar
structure. The difficuity would be in findlna staii to fit just these divi-
slons. The ideai Is not immediately attainable since professors wouid have
1o retoo! and deveiop new approaches and new disciplines. Not ail couid or
would do so. if you had o re-organize a. existing coliege, you would have
somathing Yo start with, since many men ave afready dolng interdiscip! Inary
studies and using the epproaches suggested. Agaln the ideai is not Immedlateiy
attainable since it wouid be difflcuit to Tear professcis away from depart-
men¥s organized on oidey {ines, from buli{dings, and exisiing Ins¥itutiona]
arrangaments. § am not here passing Judgment, but *rving to recognize, as we
all must, the rea!itles of hablt, power, and sconomic possibiiity. S+ii: the
thing does not seem Impossibie to me with inventive ieadership.

Finaify, the zim of the isarnings and dings 25 woncelived here is +he
productlion of & ceriain kind of human being~-an actor on The human stage,
The play is a pecuilar one tor he doesn't gulte choose the theatre, fhe
machinery of the stage, nor even quite hls role. Things happen that he
cannot contre!, and he suffers. The theztre manager's poilcles and the
director's conception are not aiways clear, and there are some rowtabouts
and hecklers who get In and spel! some of his best iines and thus render
the effect of the play unciear. The audisnce Is tickie and doesn't 2iways
give the approval he needs for & reaiiy enthuslastic job.

But his rea! satisfaction is In his abl!ify to concslve with progres-
sive clarity his reiation to the play and the piavers, in a sense to creade
his roie as he piays i+, skiilfuiiy, with a view to he unity and effect of
the play, and In sc doing to celebrate the mystery of his belng.

Faii Honors Convocation
November 13, 1987
Vaiparalsc University
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Coi‘ege curilauium

SUABE  (The thers o7 vhis curricular division Is that ail data and experience
require interpratation and fhet thereiore knowiedge as interpreted data can
be treated as mzaning. The coucses in This divislon emphasize the desveiop.
ment ot forms of vhe sporehension and communicatlon of meaning. )

Rhetoric (A and 3. Writirg Is taught with a view to the development of

competence with :itaerary forms as instruments To the expression In connected
sequences o {deas The student has previcusiy discussed and Is concerned
abeut. Materiaiz ussd are Integrated where possibie with those of t+he
Sources of Western Cuiture. (A two semester course taken In the freshman
year, ) ‘

Ltogic and Language. The methods ot discovery and of the loglcal organlzation

of knowiedge are anaiyzed as sources of alternative Interpretatlions of the
knowledge process. Meta~discip!linary and eplstemoioglicai problems of the
sciences, arts, snd practice are conslidered through the loglcal and doctrinal.
{Normally taken In the cophomore year.)

Foreign Language. The ianguage and iiterature of a foreign culture Is supple-

mented with materiais or the comparative conceptual structures of languages.
Students are expacted to achieve sutficlent mastery so as to be able to
read the [iterature and begln 1o appreclate the culfure whose tanguage he

i@ars,

Mathematics. Mathematics end deductive logic are studied In thelr function as

tanguages of sclance and as showing forth conceptual schemes which may be

used in ail thought.

(The study of mathematics may on fhe racommendation of the student's counselor
be undertaken as an aiternative to 2 foreign language by those who have
sufficlent background tc begln at an advanced levei. (MNormally taken In the
fireshman and sophomoie years.)

Philosophic analysis. The analysls of meaning and consideration of the experi-

entlai basls of knowledge s considered specificaily in the students major
tleid In @ course In the phiiosophy of the natural sclences, soclal sclences,

arts, history, rsllglon, or Chiistlan Theciogy.



i1 SOCHAL SCEENCES (The thems of this dlvision is that man Is both a historical
and & rational creature who through understanding of his tradition and
circumstances and through wise pfanning has a large measure of controi
over his social destiny. Courses in this dlvision emphaslze those aspects
of human nature, motivation, and behavior which are accessible to sclentific
treatment in thelr reiafion to human freedom, the achlevement of vaiue, and

the rule of law.)

{. Culture and society. The sociological and psychologlcal antecedents of objective
soclai structures and subjective culture are studied In order to uncover Its
evotution and to locate precisely the issues which are Important for policy
formation in the development of a humane {ife and culture.

{(Normaiiy taken in the sophomore year.)

2. The lidea! Scclety. The comprehensive goals of social pollcy formation and the
organization of socizal means are studied through analysis of readings in
utoplan ilterature. This course Initiates & program of private study which
may be pursued through coirses In several departments. It Issues In a
senior paper. :

{Normally taken In the sophomore year.)

3. Geography. The natural and soclai means and clrcumstance of ‘human ]1fe are
studied in order both to provide spatial orientatlon and a background against
which the student can make a realistic assessment of the possiblilities of
social Improvement In a reglon.

4. Essay preparation. in his senlor ysar each Christ College scholar presents a
paper setting forth In detaii hls own conception of the ldeal soclety. For
this paper he draws on materials from any discipline that he finds necessary
for an adequate construction.

i1f NATURAL SCIENCES (The theme of this curricular divislon is that man can under-
stand his world through the rigorous Investigation of nature, but that
Inquiry Is a human activity and theory Is a human product, both of which,
since they affect |lfe and society, must aiso be understood and dlrected
in 2 broader context of bshavior and values.)

i. 8 hours In a laboratory science are required of all Christ College

scholars and associates.

2. The History and Phlitosophy of Science. A study of the theoretical and of the
historical significance of revolutions In physics and biology and an attempt
to Isolate the Issues of sclentific theorles whlch are cruclal to a discovery
of a meaningful theory of man's place In nature.



I¥Y HUMANITIES (The theme of this division is that while the drts are sufficiently

5.

Justifled as expressions of the huwan spirit, they are also often both the
tasting ground of our values and asplrations and the expression of +hs human

situation with Its {ragedy and its hope.)

History of Western Culture. An orientation In the deveiopment of Western insti-
tutions and forms of thought and fseling with emphasls on the perennial
tensions between freedom and authority, reason and falth, free will and
circumstances In the besring on the development of rational science, the
forms of constitutional government, and the relatlion between Judazeo-Christlan
ideais and sociai reailtles.

{Norma! iy teken in the freshman year.)

Readings In Christian Thought. (Freshman)

Masterpleces of Literature. The forms of literary art... the classical +radi.-
tlon... Elsbeth's outiine. (Sophomore year.) '

Semlnars In Literature. A serles of (2 credit) seminars in the Junlor and
senlor years in which ilterary art in all its forms is used to give experiences
of the range and depth of human emotlons, to provide Images of man and the
human sltuation, and to identify the values under which society and culture

may bs unlted.

Theology and Contemporary Culture. Study of the theological revoiution paraliels
the study of the soclal-psychoioglcal revolutions. The death of God...
Chrlstienity come of age... the secufar city...

(Sophomore year)

Music and art. Every Christ College student Is encouraged to take a course in
drawing, palnting, or art or music appreclation.
The extra-curricufum Includes a variety of scheduied evening lectures,
discussions, and demonstrations on music, plastlic art, and architecture.
Materlais for listening to and viewing examples of fine art art available
in the Christ College bullding.

Theology. Upper division.



