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«letterdate»
«addr_wo_mn»
Dear «firstname»,
Congratulations on your acceptance to the College of Engineering at Valparaiso University! My name is Kris Parrent, and I graduated from Valpo with a bachelor’s degree in computer engineering in 2011.

Despite the slow economy in recent years, my experiences at Valpo still enabled me to receive career offers from two highly respected corporations, in addition to a number of local companies. I am currently working as an Applications Engineer for Texas Instruments in its microcontrollers division in Houston, TX.  Every day, I have the opportunity to work on the latest and greatest technology before the public even knows it exists. Even though I am a recent graduate, I can have a significant impact on each device we design, and therefore, the future of the industry.  I discovered my passion for embedded systems during my time at Valpo, and I look forward to spending many more years in the semiconductor industry.

I didn’t realize how remarkable the Valpo engineering program is until I entered the real world.  Valpo laid a very strong foundation and allowed me to hit the ground running as soon as I started my career.  The small class sizes and the interaction with professors are priceless and take the education you receive to a new level.  Another unique aspect of the engineering program is the focus on graduating engineers who are not only technically competent but are balanced individuals as well.  The university offers a Dale Carnegie course (a nationally recognized program), which focuses on communication and leadership and gives engineers credits towards graduation for its completion. I am not aware of any other university in the nation which offers credit for this program. With all of these factors in addition to a fine liberal arts education, a Valpo education prepares you for any career you choose.

But of course there is more to college than getting an education.  At Valpo, it’s actually difficult not to want to get involved in extracurricular activities because everyone is doing something.  Whether it’s playing intramurals, participating in academic clubs, or going to sports events (our Division I basketball team regularly fills the ARC) there is always something of interest to everyone.  I joined a fraternity (Sigma Phi Epsilon), and even though I never thought I would, it was one of the best decisions I made in my time at Valpo. The fraternity gave me the opportunity to build great friendships as well as develop balance and leadership skills. When you combine these experiences with the tremendous education you receive, this is what truly makes Valpo special.


Thank you for allowing me to share my experiences with you.  I wish you the best of luck in making your final decision.  
Sincerely,
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Kris Parrent

Computer Engineering, 2011

Applications Engineer, Texas Instruments
