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The generosity of Valpo’s alumni and friends has driven Forever Valpo: The Campaign for Our Future to a record-

setting level and past its $250 million goal. As of Oct. 31, 2020, nearly 24,000 alumni and friends have contributed 

more than $257.2 million, making Forever Valpo the most successful fundraising initiative in University history.

“From the day we all began working toward the Forever Valpo goal, 

we had envisioned that passing $250 million would be a time to 

celebrate the donors who have made this historic accomplishment 

possible,” says Robert Hansen Jr. ’82, co-chair of Forever Valpo. 

“Although COVID-19 has placed a pause on that celebration, I am 

confident that we will observe an even greater and lasting effect on 

the University when we close the Campaign. Until then, thank you 

to everyone who has supported this historic effort.”

The impact of Forever Valpo will be transformational. The endowed 

funds will help secure Valpo’s future and provide permanent resources 

for the University’s student scholarships, faculty development, and 

programs that prepare students for lives of leadership, service, and 

generosity. Always critical, these endowed funds are even more 

important today than when the Campaign was launched four years ago. 

The challenges presented by the pandemic showcase the need for a 

stronger endowment, and donor support of Forever Valpo is making 

that a reality. The endowed funds generated by the Campaign 

will serve Valpo in perpetuity. Additionally, annual giving gifts 

are providing critical and current resources to support student 

scholarships and other immediate needs.

To offset the influence of the pandemic on the Campaign, the 

Valparaiso University Board of Directors approved a one-year 

extension to June 30, 2022, without increasing the financial goal. 

The new timeline will allow Forever Valpo to conclude without the 

shadow and hesitation of COVID-19, presenting donors with the 

opportunity to support the priorities and initiatives that match 

their interests.

The strategic priorities of Forever Valpo are to raise endowed funds 

that will provide permanent support for students, faculty, and 

programs. Inside this issue of Advance, you can learn how the 

generous support of Valpo’s donors will transform the University.

A DVA N C E  VA L P O   |   FA L L  2 0 2 0  PAG E  1

FOREVER VALPO PASSES 
$250 MILLION GOAL



PAG E  2   A DVA N C E  VA L P O   |   FA L L  2 0 2 0

Michael C. Chikeleze, Ph.D., has joined the Valparaiso University faculty as the inaugural Richard C. and 
Francelia A. Gozon University Chair in Values-Based Leadership. Professor Chikeleze, a leadership scholar, 

professional, and educator, has a distinguished background in teaching, developing partnerships, and 
collaborating with broad audiences about the role of leadership education within higher education.

The new University Chair in Values-Based Leadership is the result 

of the generous $4 million endowment created by Francelia “Fran” 

’61 and Richard “Dick” Gozon ’60. The endowed fund will provide 

permanent support for the initiative to embed values-based 

leadership into curriculum and experiential programs within 

majors across the University. 

“When the idea of integrating values, character, ethics, and 

integrity into the overall student experience at Valpo was first 

formed, Fran and I knew it was an initiative that was of great 

interest to us,” Dick Gozon says. “Valpo has greatly influenced our 

lives and we are blessed to be in a position to support an initiative 

that will help shape the lives of future students. We believe that 

values-based leadership is a learned skill and supports the premise 

that all students can become effective leaders and live lives of 

impact, in whatever their chosen field of study and endeavor. 

We would expect people to take notice that this is a conscious 

part of the students’ educational experience at Valpo.”

Dick Gozon earned a bachelor of arts in business, currently serves 

on the Presidential Council of Advisors, served on the College 

of Business National Council from 2003–2010, and received the 

Valparaiso University Alumni Achievement Award in 2002.

In his role as University Chair, Professor Chikeleze will teach, 

mentor, and coordinate opportunities for the campus community 

to better understand leadership education and how it contributes to 

the mission and vision of Valparaiso University. The position will 

integrate the University’s current and future curricular, co-curricular, 

and experiential activities related to leadership into curricular and co-

curricular programs, both credit- and non-credit-bearing.

“I am humbled to be selected as the Gozon Chair at Valparaiso 

University. Through the generosity of Dick and Fran Gozon, 

this gift provides the University a unique opportunity to bring 

even more intentionality to our mission of preparing students 

for leadership and service,” Professor Chikeleze says. “My goal 

is to collaborate with faculty, staff, students, alumni, and the 

community to help provide a transformative, values-based 

leadership educational experience.”

Prior to joining the Valpo faculty, Professor Chikeleze served as an 

associate professor in the leadership studies doctoral program at Xavier 

University. He also served as department chair and as the Dalton 

Woods Associate Professor of Leadership Studies in the Department 

of Leadership Studies at Louisiana State University-Shreveport.

Professor Chikeleze holds a bachelor of science in economics from 

Enugu State University of Science and Technology, a juris doctorate and 

master of business administration from Washington University in St. 

Louis, and a doctorate in philosophy from Benedictine University.

Inaugural Gozon University Chair Joins Faculty



NEW DEDICATED LAB CREATES HOME 
FOR BIOENGINEERS

Valpo’s bioengineering students will soon have a dedicated lab thanks to the generosity of James Guilbeau, who 

attended Valpo from 1955-1957 and has been a member of the Institute of Electrical & Electronic Engineers for 

more than 50 years. His $1.15 million gift will provide the bioengineering program with a state-of-the-art facility for 

educational laboratory experiences and represents a significant addition to Valpo’s growing bioengineering program.   

The James Guilbeau Bioengineering Laboratory, which will be a 

new addition to the Donald V. Fites Engineering and Innovation 

Center, is scheduled to be completed by October 2021. The lab will 

house equipment used to collect human movement data through 

motion capture, pressure maps, sensors, and related technology. 

Students will study biomaterial properties of different specimens 

using a specialized material testing station. A variety of software 

programs to create simulations and analyze the collected data will 

also be available.

When asked why he made this gift for the new lab, Guilbeau said, 

“Valpo’s small, collaborative, and inter-disciplinary approach to 

teaching led me to believe that this was a worthwhile investment 

at a place that can make a difference.” He continued, “Today, the 

fields of medicine, nursing, and rehabilitation are experiencing 

a proliferation of high-tech infusions and advancements, as 

well as their associated ethical considerations. I believe Valpo’s 

bioengineering students must be prepared to meet these 

opportunities and challenges alike.” 

Having a dedicated space will allow students to learn about a variety 

of bioengineering technologies within the confines of the engineering 

building, rather than its temporary location in Neils Science Center. 

“Because of Mr. Guilbeau’s generosity, bioengineering students 

will have a place to call their own in Fites Center where they can 

really delve into the different paths offered by the three tracks in 

bioengineering: biomechanical, bioelectrical, or biomedical,” says 

Craig Goehler, Ph.D., associate professor of mechanical engineering 

and bioengineering. “We are all so grateful for his support.”

In the future, bioengineering offerings will be aimed at 

augmenting courses, the laboratory, and research projects in the 

area of human-machine interfaces. This would include haptics, 

the use of technology that stimulates the senses of touch and 

motion, as well as exoskeletal devices, prosthetic devices, and more 

innovative technologies as they progress.

The bachelor of science in bioengineering degree was launched in 

fall 2017. The major builds on various faculty and student research 

projects and ongoing student interest. The major has more than 

40 students and continues to grow. Students are provided with a 

strong foundation in engineering and design principles, on which 

they rely to solve a diverse range of problems in biology and 

medicine. Upon graduation, students will be prepared to pursue 

graduate school, medical school, or industrial jobs in one of the 

many bioengineering disciplines.
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STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS: More than $75.3 million dedicated to endowed student scholarships  |  $15 million commitment, the largest scholarship gift in University history  |  245 new or existing endowed scholarships supported  |  Robert and 
Kathleen Hansen Endowed Scholarship of Study Abroad: nearly 200 students have already benefited  |  Additional endowed scholarship funds are producing permanent support for students facing emergency situations and/or veterans (or the family members 
of veterans) who have been wounded on active duty FACULTY: $31.5 million in endowed support for faculty development  |  Donald Fites Faculty Fellowship in Engineering  |  Joyce Hagen Faculty Fellowship in Nursing and Health Professions  |  Newly 
created chair in geography  |  Gozon University Chair in Values-Based Leadership  |  Two chemistry positions PROGRAMS: More than $44.5 million has been contributed to create or support existing endowed funds for programs  |  Endowed funds are 
already providing permanent resources for the Beumer Writing Center, University Counseling Services, Institute for Leadership and Service, student philanthropy program, spring service learning trip UNRESTRICTED ENDOWMENT: The importance 
of unrestricted endowed funds has never been more evident than during the challenging times of COVID-19, as they combine the financial stability of an ongoing income source with the f lexibility to meet pressing needs  |  $14.7 million in gifts and 
commitments to the University’s unrestricted endowment ANNUAL GIVING: Annual giving to Forever Valpo has totaled more than $24.4 million  |  80% of gifts to Forever Valpo have been annual gifts to the Valpo Fund, Deans’ Funds, Brauer Museum, 
Crusader Fund, University Guild, and other Valpo programs
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PROFESSOR THERESA KESSLER INDUCTED AS 
AMERICAN ACADEMY OF NURSING FELLOW

Theresa Kessler, Ph.D., RN, ACNS-BC, CNE, Kreft Endowed Chair for the Advancement of Nursing Science 

and professor of nursing, has been inducted as a fellow in the American Academy of Nursing. She was 

recognized for her significant contributions to health and health care at the Academy’s annual conference, 

which took place virtually on Oct. 29–31, 2020.

“Working to advance nursing science by collaborating with other 

researchers, engaging undergraduate nursing students in research, 

and expanding credentialing science is a privilege, and I am grateful 

for these opportunities,” Professor Kessler says. “I am honored to be 

inducted as a Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing.”

Professor Kessler joined the Valpo faculty in 1994. During her 

tenure, her personal scholarship, accomplishments, and professional 

development have been directed toward enhanced learning 

experiences for nursing students. Her work focuses on adult health, 

leadership, and advanced practice. Whether teaching in the College 

of Nursing and Health Professions’ bachelor’s, master’s, or doctoral 

nursing programs, she emphasizes the importance of research and 

creates opportunities for students to be engaged in research projects.

“The American Academy of Nursing is one of the highest and most 

respected organizations in the field,” says Karen Allen, Ph.D., RN, 

FAAN, dean of the College of Nursing and Health Professions 

and longtime Fellow of the American Academy of Nursing. 

“Professor Kessler’s induction in the academy is an outstanding 

accomplishment that speaks to the many years she has given to 

the profession. She is a world-renowned expert in many areas of 

nursing. And yet, she is also a devoted teacher and mentor to her 

students and her colleagues.”

Professor Kessler was inducted as the Kreft Endowed Chair for 

the Advancement of Nursing Science in 2015. The Kreft Endowed 

Chair was established through the generosity of Shirley and Karl 

Kreft, longtime supporters of Valpo. Professor Kessler received the 

Valparaiso University Award for Excellence in Research and Creative 

Work in 2017 and was the recipient of the Alumni Association’s 

Distinguished Teaching Award in 2014. She has a doctoral degree 

from the University of Kentucky, a master’s degree from Indiana 

University, and a bachelor’s degree from Purdue University.



CARES Act and Charitable Giving
The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES Act) was passed by Congress and signed 
into law by President Trump in March 2020. While you may be aware of the headline-grabbing aspects 

of this legislation, we want to highlight the specific provisions of the law that make 2020 a great time 
to support Valparaiso University. 

If you file your federal return with the standard deduction, rather 

than itemizing, you will be able to claim a $300 above-the-line 

charitable deduction for cash gifts made on or prior to Dec. 31, 

2020. This is impactful for our alumni, parents, and friends, 

because many of our loyal Valpo Fund donors will be able to earn 

a charitable deduction for all or part of their gift in 2020. If you 

itemize your deductions, you will be able to deduct up to 100% of 

your adjusted gross income (AGI) for cash gifts made on or prior to 

Dec. 31. Prior to the CARES Act, this annual limitation was set at 

60% of adjusted gross income for cash gifts.

The CARES act also removes mandatory distributions from your 

Individual Retirement Accounts (IRA), through the end of December, 

no matter your age. This provision was added to allow accounts to 

recover. The minimum age for making a tax-free transfer from an 

IRA to a charity remains at 70 1/2, and the annual limit remains at 

$100,000. However, since cash gifts made in 2020 are deductible up 

to 100% of your AGI (assuming you itemize your deductions), you 

can withdraw and contribute an amount up to your AGI — with 

the deduction offsetting the taxable withdrawal.

Valpo’s gift planning team is happy to assist with any specific 

questions you may have on the CARES Act and charitable giving. We 

understand that every situation is unique, and always recommend 

you consult your trusted advisor or counsel before making any 

decisions regarding your philanthropy and support of Valpo.   

ADVANCEMENT OFFICE TO CONDUCT 
STRUCTURED ALUMNI INTERVIEWS

Valpo’s advancement office has launched an in-depth research 

project with a goal of conducting more than 200 alumni interviews. 

We want to hear your thoughts, opinions, and perceptions on Valpo 

today, as well to learn the most valuable aspects of your own Valpo 

experience as a student. The structured interviews, primarily to be 

conducted over the phone, or via video conferencing, will help us 

learn your views of Valpo’s current and historical strengths, as well 

as areas for improvement, as we plan for our future. 

The alumni interview will cover approximately 30 questions on 

a wide range of topics and will take 30–45 minutes to complete. 

The feedback received from the interviews will inform the 

advancement office and University on how we can better serve 

not only our alumni, but today’s students and faculty. If you are 

contacted by one of our staff, we hope you will agree to participate 

in the interview process. Thank you in advance for helping to 

make Valpo a stronger place!   
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Thanks to the generous lead gifts from the Young 

and Deetjen families, installation of synthetic 

turf on the infield and foul territory has begun. 

The total project will be done in three phases and, 

when completed, will transform Bauer Field into a 

quality Missouri Valley Conference facility.

EMORY G. BAUER FIELD 

RENOVATION PROJECT 

IS UNDERWAY




