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This handout accompanies the Institute of Liturgical Studies virtual seminar for Tuesday, April 13, 2021; the video may be viewed at URL

Introduction
the words “sorry” and “lament” 

Primer for lament: the Psalms	
the singular wording of plural intent in the psalms … the psalms’ reliance on metaphor … guilt … the time lament will take

Topics for communal lament 
how our confessions of sins are lament … specificity … a list of topics for lament … classifying disaster as punishment … public tragedies requiring communal lament … grief private or public

Theological consideration of lament
Augustine … Luther … liberation theologies

Resources we already have
the spirituals of the enslaved … the General Prayer … the Great Litany … hymns of lament used more regularly … hymns during wartime … commemoration of a history of Christian suffering … materials in ELW, LSB, and ACS

Crafting your own communal laments
Mood … niceness … to whom is the lament addressed … describing God … presuppositions about your assembly … skin colors in your assembly … imputing blame … prayer next January 6 … next September 11 … assembly access the text … who crafted it … law/gospel … beyond words … next Sunday 

Preaching lament 
the psalms … the Revised Common Lectionary

Scheduling communal laments
on a regular Sunday … other worship opportunities … commemorations

Threesome: truth, time, tone

A suggested bibliography is included on the following page
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