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Intellectual Credit 

Intellectual Credit refers to the percentage of credit each VU investigator should receive.  This percentage should equal 

100% total for the group and is determined by the investigators themselves.  For example, if Professor A developed most 

of the project or came up with the concept and Professor B assisted in the development, it would be reasonable for 

Professor A to have 70% of the intellectual credit with Professor B receiving 30% of the credit.  This is helpful for several 

reasons.  In the event the investigators are from multiple academic departments, it provides an easy method to 

determine how the applicable collected indirect costs should be divided among the departments.  In addition, it allows 

us to track the activity of our investigators and also can be a useful tool in recommending investigators for internal 

awards or as part of their tenure package. 

Research Designation 

The research designation describes whether the research is basic, applied, or development.  If it is not a research 

project, instruction or public service for example, then this field should be left blank. 

According to the U.S. Office of Management and Budget, research and development falls within the three categories 

below.  Please choose the one that best fits your project. 

Basic research is defined as systematic study directed toward fuller knowledge or understanding of the 
fundamental aspects of phenomena and of observable facts without specific applications towards processes or products 
in mind. 

Applied research is defined as systematic study to gain knowledge or understanding necessary to determine the 
means by which a recognized and specific need may be met. 

Development is defined as systematic application of knowledge or understanding, directed toward the 
production of useful materials, devices, and systems or methods, including design, development, and improvement of 
prototypes and new processes to meet specific requirements. 

Funding Instrument 

Grant 

A grant is made for a stated purpose and period of time.  It names the principle investigator and project director and 

carries minimum limiting conditions.  It is typically initiated by the grantee (VU) and the PI retains flexibility within the 

awarded scope of work.  The purpose of a grant is to transfer money, property, service, or anything of value to the 

grantee to accomplish a public purpose.  There is no substantial involvement anticipated between the sponsor and 

recipient during the period of performance. 

An example of a grant would be if: 

1. The American Chemical Society had a program solicitation that would provide funds for research in the area of

green chemistry.

2. The U.S. Department of Education had a program solicitation that was seeking projects that focus on improving

special education programs in K-12 schools.

Contract 

A contract usually includes specific and detailed terms and conditions.  Activities are frequently dictated by the funding 

agency and there is little leeway for scope of work or project expenditure modifications.  A contract is used when the 



principle purpose is to acquire property or services for direct benefit or use of the funding agency.  Usually, the funding 

agency determines that the procurement contract is the appropriate funding instrument. 

An example of a contract would be if: 

1. A for-profit corporation wanted a Valparaiso University investigator to do an analysis of its sales data and

provide a report as to how to increase sales within a given region.

2. The U.S. Department of Defense wanted a Valparaiso University investigator to develop a monitoring device that

could survive in extreme climates.

Cooperative Agreement 

A cooperative agreement is used when the primary purpose is to transfer funds to a recipient to achieve a public good. 

Unlike the grant instrument however, the cooperative agreement entails more involvement from the funding agency 

during the period of performance.  Generally, the funding agency determines if this instrument is appropriate. 

An example of a cooperative agreement would be if: 

1. NASA was soliciting proposals from partners or interested parties in order to develop technologies that would

meet the needs of one of its science centers.

2. The Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation International was soliciting proposals for a partnership to help

address scientific roadblocks and accelerate JDRF’s mission.

Purpose 

Research means all research and development activities that are sponsored by Federal and non-Federal agencies and 
organizations. This term includes activities involving the training of individuals in research techniques (commonly called 
research training) where such activities utilize the same facilities as other research and development activities and 
where such activities are not included in the instruction function. 

Instruction means the teaching and training activities of an institution. This term includes all teaching and training 
activities, whether they are offered for credits toward a degree or certificate or on a non-credit basis, and whether they 
are offered through regular academic departments or separate divisions, such as a summer school division or an 
extension division.   Sponsored instruction and training means specific instructional or training activity established by 
grant, contract, or cooperative agreement.  

Public service means programs and projects financed by Federal and non-Federal agencies and organizations which 
involve the performance of work other than instruction and organized research. Examples of such programs and projects 
are health service projects, and community service programs.  
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Valparaiso University Disclosure Statement Form 
The purpose of this Disclosure Statement Form (DSF) is to disclose any “significant financial interests” or other 
relationships that create or appear to create a conflict of interest in relation to your sponsored project. The term 
"significant financial interest" means anything of monetary value, including, but not limited to, salary or other payments 
for services (e.g., consulting fees or honoraria); equity interest (e.g., stocks, stock options or other ownership interests); 
and intellectual property rights (e.g., patents, copyrights and royalties from such rights). Also, by signing this DSF, you are 
acknowledging your receipt and understanding of the Valparaiso University’s Policy on Conflicts of Interest in Sponsored 
Projects. 

A DSF is required before any proposals can be submitted. Further, a new DSF is required once a project has been 
awarded, either on an annual basis or within 30 days of when a new significant financial conflict of interest arises. 

1. Do you have a managerial role in or opportunity for personal gain from a company in your area of research?

2. Have you received payments from or equity interests in a Publicly Traded Entity, where the total amount
and source of payments received in the preceding twelve months from a publicly traded entity and the
value of any equity interest held in the entity on the date of disclosure that, when aggregated, exceeds
$5,000?

3. Have you received payments from a Non-Publically Traded Entity or equity interest in a Non-Publicly Traded
Entity, where the total amount and source of payments received in the preceding twelve months from an
entity that is not publicly traded that, when aggregated, exceeds $5,000?

4. During the past 12 months, did you receive payment (either as an advance or a reimbursement) for travel
(transportation, lodging or meals) from either a for-profit organization or a non-university, or were the costs
of travel paid directly for you by any such organization? (Excluded from non-university organizations are
federal, state or local government agencies.)

5. During the past 12 months, have you received any intellectual property rights, regardless of value, upon
receipt of income related to such rights and interests?

6. During the past 12 months, have you received a single gift that exceeds $250 in value, or multiple gifts from
a single entity that in the aggregate exceed $250 in value, other than gifts from a covered family member?
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7. During the past 12 months, have you held a fiduciary position in a for-profit or nonprofit entity (including a 
position as a member of the board of directors, an officer, or other executive or management position, for 
you received any form of remuneration or reimbursement for expenses)? 
 
 

8. Do you have a consulting or other financial relationship with a non-governmental external sponsor or donor 
of your research? 

 
 

9. Do you, your spouse, or dependent children have any other relationship, commitments or activities that might 
present or appear to present a significant conflict of interest with your Valparaiso University research activities? 
Examples of relationships may include those with financial interests or uncompensated activities. 

 
 
 
 
 

If you answered “yes” to any questions above, please include an explanation below or attach additional pages if 
necessary. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I acknowledge and certify my responsibility to disclose any reportable financial conflicts of interest obtained during the 
project period and that this is a complete disclosure of my related financial conflicts of interest related to the proposed 
project. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature Date 
 

Please note, an employee who knowingly fails to disclose a significant financial interest or otherwise provides false 
information on this form could be subject to sanctions up to and including termination. 
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