
January 2021 Orientation  

Parent/Guardian/Family Member Schedule 

 
All times are Central Time (the same as Chicago). 

COVID-19 Testing Requirement 
ALL new and returning students need to show proof of a negative COVID-19 test prior to coming to campus. 
Options for testing and the forms for uploading results are listed here. If a student has gotten the COVID-19 vaccine, 
they need to upload their proof of vaccination instead of getting tested. Students who do not comply with the 
requirement cannot come to campus until compliance occurs. If they do, they’ll need to quarantine for up to 14 days.  

Thursday, January 21, 2021 

New Student Move-In 

Students who are living on campus this year can move into their residence area today before FOCUS tomorrow if they 
have uploaded their negative COVID-19 test result. Students should watch their email for details from Residential Life, 
including their specific move-in time and check-in location. There are no orientation activities today, and not very many 
students moving in, so students have time to settle into their room. 

 
Friday, January 22, 2021 

FOCUS Orientation 

8:30 a.m. 
FOCUS Check-in 
Harre Union, Atrium  
Students pick up their FOCUS materials, check in their guest(s) and proceed to Harre Union, Grand Lounge to get their 
OneCard ID. You can help your student by taking their ID photo for them: take a head and shoulders photo of your 
student against a white background (like a passport photo). They then submit their ID photo online before their FOCUS 
session at apps.valpo.edu/idExpress (log in with Valpo username/password). 

8:35-8:55 a.m. 
Review Your FOCUS Schedule 
Harre Union, Founders Table 
Read through your FOCUS schedule so you know what is happening today. Light breakfast is available at Founders Table 
to eat at Founders. Show your FOCUS nametag to get into Founders Table dining area for free today. 

9-9:50 a.m. 
Opening Welcome  
Harre Union, Ballroom C 
Valpo staff and Orientation Assistants (OAs) officially welcome you to campus as we kick-off FOCUS together! 

10-11:20 a.m. 
Supporting Your Student Q&A Discussion Panel 
Harre Union, Ballroom C 
How do you support your student without doing things for them? Learn about campus resources, programs, practices, etc. 
in this general information and question/answer session hosted by Student Life. Panelists include staff from the Student 
Life Dean’s Office, Residential Life, Health Center, and Counseling Center.  

11:20 a.m.-12:15 p.m. 
Lunch 
Eat lunch with and get to know other Valpo family members. 

12:20-1 p.m. 
Lead, Serve, Join, Network…Get Involved! 
Harre Union, Ballroom C 

 

https://www.valpo.edu/looking-forward/campus-messages/covid-19-testing-required-for-students/
https://www.valpo.edu/looking-forward/campus-messages/covid-19-testing-required-for-students/
https://t.e2ma.net/click/w7ooze/8077lae/0ehe9bc


Why? Students who are involved on campus are more likely to persist to graduation, get good grades, build skills 
employers want, and make phenomenal college memories! What does “getting involved” mean? Learn about student 
activities, volunteerism, leadership programs, multicultural programs, fraternities/sororities, and more! 

1:10-1:30 p.m. 
Student Account, Billing, and Payment Plan Overview 
Neils Science Center, Room 234 
Student Accounts presents an overview of Student Account Self-Service, billing information, payment plans, and more.   

1:40-2:20 p.m. 
Know Your Campus Services Connections 
Neils Science Center, Room 234 
This session introduces basic information regarding OneCard, Dining, Transportation, Mail Services and more. 

2:30-3:15 p.m. 
Real World 101: Internship and Career Planning Resources 
Harre Union, Brown & Gold Room 264 
Career and professional development resources can be used beginning your student’s first year at Valpo. Learn about 
them so you can help guide your student to these resources as part of their preparation for life beyond Valpo.  

Create your FOCUS afternoon; choose from the following: 

3:15-4:45 p.m. 
Financial Aid Drop-In Appointments 
Harre Union, Student Organization/Commuter Lounge Suite 230 
A Financial Aid Counselor is available for quick consultations regarding financial aid. Financial Aid is also 
available any day before or after FOCUS; book online at vufinancialaid.youcanbook.me for non-FOCUS days.  

3:15-5 p.m. 
Campus Offices and Bookstore Open 
Various Locations 
This is a good time to take care of any Valpo business you still need to do or get questions answered at offices 
around campus. 

             3:15-6 p.m. 
 Finding Classrooms 
         Various Academic Buildings 
      This is a good time for your student to find their classrooms and explore campus so they know where they are  
  going on Monday and Tuesday. There is a campus map in their folder. Asking OAs, other students, faculty or   
  staff, or utilizing Google Maps are also helpful resources to find specific buildings.   

4-6 p.m. 
FOCUS Student Move-In 
Residence Halls 
Residential students who did not move-in last night can move in today after class registration. They check in at 
their residence hall. 
 

6 p.m. 
Dinner 
Harre Union, Founders Table 
Dinner is free if you show your FOCUS nametag. 

 

 

What’s Happening On Campus? 
COVID-19 has changed the way events occur around campus but there are still many ways to enjoy campus life while 
following precautions. If your student complains there is nothing to do around campus, you can help by directing them 
to these resources:  



• Students should watch their Valpo email for the weekly What’s Up Wednesday email each Wednesday classes 
are in session for a listing of what is happening on campus that week and links to social media feeds to follow. 

• First-Year Announcements are emailed to students on Fridays each week with additional info.  

• Students should follow every Valpo social media feed they can find. Type Valpo or Valparaiso University or 
Valparaiso into their preferred social media app’s search function to discover and follow hundreds of student 
clubs and organizations, programs, departments, teams, and more.   

• Encourage your student to participate in fraternity or sorority recruitment if they are eligible. It is the best way 
to determine if being involved in fraternity and sorority life is a fit for them or not. Every member at Valpo will 
tell you that fraternity/sorority membership here is different from other places. Encourage your student to learn 
more to find out why. More details, including recruitment information, are online here.    

 
Spring Semester Calendar 
See valpo.edu/registrar/calendar for Spring Semester 2021 dates including:  

January 25                     First Day of Classes 
February 1   Noon Deadline to Drop/Add Spring 2021 Classes 
April 1-6   Spring Break – No Classes/Labs, Residence Halls Remain Open 
May 7    Last Day of Spring 2021 Instruction 
May 10-14   Final Exams 
May 15                 Residence Areas Close for Summer Recess 

 
Campus Offices 

Campus staff are available 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday-Friday. If you need directions to a campus office, ask any FOCUS staff 
member or stop by the Harre Union Welcome Desk for assistance. Locations of frequently visited offices include: 

Dining Services 
Harre Union, Suite 170 
 
Commuter Lounge/Kitchen and Student Activities Office 
Harre Union, Suite 230 

Information Technology Service Desk 
Christopher Center, Lower Level 

Fraternity/Sorority Life and University Career Center 
Harre Union, Suite 100 
 
Multicultural and International Programs 
Gandhi-King Center, Harre Union 2nd Floor 

OneCard, Parking, and Transportation Services 
Harre Union, Suite 244 

Residential Life and General Student Life Assistance  
Harre Union, Suite 250 

https://www.valpo.edu/greek/
http://www.valpo.edu/registrar/calendar/

